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REGULAR MEETING       CITY COUNCIL 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

 Tuesday, December 06, 2022      7:00 p.m. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

 PRESENT: Council President Abreu, Councillors Baptiste, Burgo, Carney, Giesta, Gomes, Lima, 

Markey, Morad and Pereira. 

LATE: No one. 

 ABSENT: No one. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

Council President Abreu called the meeting to order and presided.  

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

Councillor Morad led the Assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.     

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City Council, submitting AN ORDER amending the 

existing lease between Nor East Aviation Services, Inc. and the City of New Bedford. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance.      (#2000) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

AN ORDER, 

Referred to the Committee on Finance.      (#2001) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City Council, submitting AN ORDER authorizing the 

City to enter into a capital lease for the purchase of a rescue truck for the Fire Department in the amount 

of $260,000, rescinding the ORDER ADOPTED at the November 10th City Council Meeting. 

Received and Placed on File.       (#2002) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

DECEMBER 06, 2022 

ORDERED, that the ORDER adopted by the City Council on November 10, 2022, and signed by 

the Mayor on November 14, 2022, authorizing a six-year lease with All American Investment Group LLC 

in the amount of $240,000 for a rescue truck for the Fire Department be RESCINDED. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED that the City of New Bedford is hereby authorized to enter into a 

six-year lease in the amount of $260,000.00 with All American Investment Group, LLC, for the purchase 

of a rescue truck for the Fire Department.  Submitted for City Council approval in accordance with 

M.G.L. c.30B, Section 12 (b) for contracts in excess of three years’ duration.  

Adopted. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 12, 2022.       (#2003) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City Council, submitting the RE-APPOINTMENT of 

PETER CRUZ, New Bedford, MA, to the PLANNING BOARD; this term will expire August 2025. 

Rule 38 Waived and Reappointment Confirmed – Yeas 10, Nays 0.  (#2004) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City Council, submitting the APPOINTMENT of 

CHRISTINA E. COTSORIDIS, New Bedford, MA, to the AIRPORT COMMISSION; Ms. Cotsoridis 

will be replacing Paula Popeo who has resigned; this term will expire December 2024. 

Referred to the Committee on Appointments and Briefings.   (#2005) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

2 

CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

NOVEMBER 10, 2022 

A BOND ORDER TO PAY COSTS OF PURCHASING AND EQUIPPING TWO PUMPER 

TRUCKS FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT, INCLUDING THE PAYMENT OF ALL COSTS 

INCIDENTAL AND RELATED THERETO 

 

BE IT ORDERED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW BEDFORD AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

That the City appropriates One Million, Seven Hundred and Five Thousand, Five Hundred and Four 

Dollars ($1,705,504.00) to pay costs of purchasing and equipping two pumper trucks for the Fire 

Department, including the payment of all costs incidental and related thereto (the “Project”); that to meet 

this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said sum of 

money, pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 7 or pursuant to any other enabling authority; and that the 

Mayor is authorized to take any other action necessary to carry out this Project. 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application with the appropriate 

officials of The Commonwealth of Massachusetts (the “Commonwealth”) to qualify under Chapter 44A 

of the General Laws any and all bonds of the City authorized by this Order, and to provide such 

information and execute such documents as such officials of the Commonwealth may require in 

connection therewith. 

Passed to a Second Reading – November 10, 2022. 

Adopted. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 13, 2022.       (#1869) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Committee on Finance, Recommending to the City Council APPROVAL of the LOAN 

ORDER in the amount of ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($150,000), to 

authorize the borrowing of funds to pays costs of a schematic design/feasibility study for an accelerated 

repair project at the Elizabeth Carter Brooks Elementary School, 212 Nemasket Street. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2006) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

November 10, 2022 

 

 A BOND ORDER TO PAY COSTS OF A SCHEMATIC DESIGN/FEASIBILITY STUDY AS 

REQUIRED BY THE MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL BUILDING AUTHORITY WITH RESPECT TO 

THE PROPOSED ACCELERATED REPAIRS TO THE ELIZABETH CARTER BROOKS SCHOOL 

 

BE IT ORDERED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW BEDFORD AS FOLLOWS: 

 

That the City appropriates the amount of One Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars ($150,000) for the 

purpose of paying costs of a schematic design/feasibility study for the proposed accelerated repairs 

consisting of a roof replacement, including the payment of all costs incidental or related thereto (the 

“Project”), at the Elizabeth Carter Brooks School, located at 212 Nemasket Street in New Bedford, and 

for which study the City may be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority 

(“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the direction of the School Committee.  To meet this 

appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said sum of money, 

pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, or pursuant to any other enabling authority.  The City acknowledges that 

the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by 

the MSBA, and any Project costs the City incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from the 

MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the City, and that the amount of borrowing authorized pursuant 

to this order shall be reduced by any grant amount set forth in the Project Funding Agreement that may be 

executed between the City and the MSBA. 
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FURTHER ORDERED: That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application with the appropriate 

officials of The Commonwealth of Massachusetts (the Commonwealth) to qualify under Chapter 44A of 

the General Laws any and all bonds of the City authorized by this Order, and to provide such information 

and execute such documents as such officials of the Commonwealth may require in connection therewith. 

Passed to a Second Reading and Referred to the Committee on Finance in its Second Reading 

Stage – November 10, 2022. 

Adopted. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 13, 2022.       (#1865) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Committee on Finance, Recommending to the City Council APPROVAL of the LOAN 

ORDER in the amount of ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($150,000), to 

authorize the borrowing of funds to pays costs of a schematic design/feasibility study for an accelerated 

repair project at the Ellen R. Hathaway Elementary School, 256 Court Street. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2007) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

NOVEMBER 10, 2022 

A BOND ORDER TO PAY COSTS OF A SCHEMATIC DESIGN/FEASIBILITY STUDY AS 

REQUIRED BY THE MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL BUILDING AUTHORITY WITH RESPECT TO 

THE PROPOSED ACCELERATED REPAIRS TO THE ELLEN R. HATHAWAY SCHOOL 

 

BE IT ORDERED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW BEDFORD AS FOLLOWS: 

 

That the City appropriates the amount of One Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars ($150,000) for the 

purpose of paying costs of a schematic design/feasibility study for the proposed accelerated repairs 

consisting of windows and door replacements, including the payment of all costs incidental or related 

thereto (the “Project”), at the Ellen R. Hathaway School, located at 256 Court Street in New Bedford, and 

for which study the City may be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority 

(“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the direction of the School Committee.  To meet this 

appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said sum of money, 

pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, or pursuant to any other enabling authority.  The City acknowledges that 

the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by 

the MSBA, and any Project costs the City incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from the 

MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the City, and that the amount of borrowing authorized pursuant 

to this order shall be reduced by any grant amount set forth in the Project Funding Agreement that may be 

executed between the City and the MSBA. 

 

FURTHER ORDERED: That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application with the appropriate 

officials of The Commonwealth of Massachusetts (the Commonwealth) to qualify under Chapter 44A of 

the General Laws any and all bonds of the City authorized by this Order, and to provide such information 

and execute such documents as such officials of the Commonwealth may require in connection therewith. 

Passed to a Second Reading and Referred to the Committee on Finance in its Second Reading 

Stage – November 10, 2022. 

Adopted. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 13, 2022.       (#1867) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 
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REPORT, Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements Review, 

recommending to the City Council APPROVAL of the HOST COMMUNITY AGREEMENT, between 

the City of New Bedford and Elevation Retail LLC to operate a recreational adult only marijuana facility 

on Phillips Road. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2008) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

HOST COMMUNITY AGREEMENT, between the City of New Bedford and Elevation Retail 

LLC to operate a recreational adult only marijuana facility on Phillips Road.  

Referred to the Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements 

Review – April 28, 2022. 

Host Community Agreement Approved.  

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 13, 2022.       (#0626) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements Review, 

recommending to the City Council APPROVAL of the FIRST AMENDED HOST COMMUNITY 

AGREEMENT, between the City of New Bedford and Metro Harvest, Inc., to operate a recreational adult 

use marijuana facility at 507-513 Church Street. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2009) 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

FIRST AMENDED HOST COMMUNITY AGREEMENT, between the City of New Bedford 

and Metro Harvest, Inc., to operate a recreational adult use marijuana facility at 507-513 Church Street.  

Referred to the Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements 

Review – June 23, 2022. 

Host Community Agreement Approved.  

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 13, 2022.       (#1140) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Committee on Appointments & Briefings, recommending to the City Council 

APPROVAL of the APPOINTMENT of JOSHUA AMARAL, New Bedford, MA 02746 as the 

DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2010) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Mayor Mitchell, to City Council, submitting the APPOINTMENT of 

JOSHUA AMARAL, New Bedford, MA 02746 as the DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF HOUSING 

AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.  

Referred to the Committee on Appointments and Briefings – Yeas 11, Nays 0 – November 10, 

2022. 

Appointment Confirmed and Rule 40 Waived – Yeas 10, Nays 0.   (#1877) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Committee on Finance, recommending to the City Council APPROVAL of the COLA 

base increase from $12,000 to $14,000, effective July 1, 2023, as detailed in a Communication dated 

9/22/2022 from Eric Cohen, Executive Director of the New Bedford Retirement Board. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2011) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Councillor Morad, submitting communications from the Executive 

Director of the New Bedford Retirement Board regarding the vote taken by the Board to increase the 

COLA base from $12,000 to $14,000 and KMS Actuaries regarding the impact on the New Bedford 

Contributory Retirement System’s liabilities and appropriations as a result of increasing the COLA base. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance – October 13, 2022. 

COLA Increases Approved – Yeas 10, Nays 0.     (#1653) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Committee on Ordinances, recommending to the City Council ADOPTION, AS 

AMENDED, the ORDINANCE, Amending Section 19-7 of the Code of Ordinances: “Establishment of 

Unit C Classification and Salary Plan; Procedures for Advancement.” 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2012) 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - 

AN ORDINANCE, Amending Section 19-7 of the Code of Ordinances: “Establishment of Unit C 

Classification and Salary Plan; Procedures for Advancement. 

Referred to the Committee on Ordinances – October 13, 2022. 

Motion was made to change the Commissioner of Infrastructure from Grade 21 to Grade 20 – 

FAILED – Yeas 4, Nays 6. (Councillors Baptiste, Carney, Gomes and Morad IN FAVOR.) 

Motion was made to change the Director of Facilities and Fleet Management from Grade 19 to 

Grade 18 – FAILED – Yeas 1, Nays 9. (Councillor Morad IN FAVOR.) 

Motion was made to strike the position of City Project Manager, Grade 16 – FAILED – Yeas 3, 

Nays 7. (Councillors Carney, Lima and Morad IN FAVOR.) 

Passed to a Second Reading.       (#1628) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Committee on Public Safety & Neighborhoods, recommending to the City Council that 

when the Eversource Energy Acushnet to New Bedford Maintenance Project Line that replaces the 

existing transmission line from the Beech Street Substation in Acushnet to the Pine Street Station in New 

Bedford commences, that a Memorandum of Understanding and a full Safety Plan be negotiated between 

Eversource Energy and the City of New Bedford; and that the Committee on Public Safety & 

Neighborhoods review and have final approval of said Memorandum of Understanding and the Safety 

Plan.   

Recommendation Followed.       (#2013) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements Review, 

recommending that the City Council take “NO FURTHER ACTION” on the WRITTEN MOTION, 

Councillor Abreu, Gomes, Winterson, Council President Lopes, Councillors Martins and Bousquet, 

requesting, that Police Chief Joseph Cordeiro and Health Director Dr. Brenda Weis, come before the 

Special Committee on Licensing and Zoning for Cannabis to discuss the November 2016 passage of the 

Recreational Legalization of Commercial Cannabis and discuss questions or concerns they may have from 

a law enforcement and overall community health standpoint, and how we can work as a community to 

insure public safety, health and wellness always remains paramount in light of this new impending piece 

of legislation. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2014) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Abreu, Gomes, Winterson, Council President Lopes, 

Councillors Martins and Bousquet, requesting, that Police Chief Joseph Cordeiro and Health Director Dr. 

Brenda Weis, come before the Special Committee on Licensing and Zoning for Cannabis to discuss the 

November 2016 passage of the Recreational Legalization of Commercial Cannabis and discuss questions 

or concerns they may have from a law enforcement and overall community health standpoint, and how we 

can work as a community to insure public safety, health and wellness always remains paramount in light 

of this new impending piece of legislation.  

Referred to the Special Committee on Licensing and Zoning for Cannabis – January 26, 2017. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#0155) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements Review, 

recommending that the City Council take “NO FURTHER ACTION” on the COMMUNICATION, 

Council President Morad, submitting letters from Edward J. Sylvia, Jr., Real Estate Broker, relative to the 

location of a Marijuana Dispensary Site and for a Retail Marijuana Sales License in the City of New 

Bedford. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2015) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Council President Morad, submitting letters from Edward J. Sylvia, Jr., 

Real Estate Broker, relative to the location of a Marijuana Dispensary Site and for a Retail Marijuana 

Sales License in the City of New Bedford.  

Referred to the Special Committee on the Licensing and Zoning for Cannabis – July 19, 2018. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#1268) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 
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REPORT, Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements Review, 

recommending that the City Council take “NO FURTHER ACTION” on the WRITTEN MOTION, 

Councillors Lopes and Abreu, requesting, that the Special Committee on Licensing and Zoning for 

Cannabis begin drafting the Ordinance that will establish the procedures for the issuing and reissuing of 

Recreational Cannabis in the City of New Bedford. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2016) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

WRITTEN MOTION, Councillors Lopes and Abreu, requesting, that the Special Committee on 

Licensing and Zoning for Cannabis begin drafting the Ordinance that will establish the procedures for the 

issuing and reissuing of Recreational Cannabis in the City of New Bedford.  

Referred to the Special Committee on Licensing and Zoning for Cannabis – August 16, 2018. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#1383) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements Review, 

recommending that the City Council take “NO FURTHER ACTION” on the COMMUNICATION, 

Councillor Lopes, submitting a copy of a letter from SoCo Green LLC, requesting consideration for a 

Community Host Agreement with the City of New Bedford for a Marijuana Retailer License. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2017) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Councillor Lopes, submitting a copy of a letter from SoCo Green LLC, 

requesting consideration for a Community Host Agreement with the City of New Bedford for a Marijuana 

Retailer License.  

Referred to the Special Committee on Licensing and Zoning for Cannabis – August 16, 2018. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#1399) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements Review, 

recommending that the City Council take “NO FURTHER ACTION” on the COMMUNICATION, 

Council President Morad, submitting a copy of Old Soul Gardens LLC, 226 South Main Street, Fall 

River, MA 02721, plans to operate a Craft Marijuana establishment in the City of New Bedford. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2018) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Council President Morad, submitting a copy of Old Soul Gardens LLC, 

226 South Main Street, Fall River, MA 02721, plans to operate a Craft Marijuana establishment in the 

City of New Bedford.  

Referred to the Special Committee on Licensing and Zoning for Cannabis – September 13, 2018. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#1500) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements Review, 

recommending that the City Council take “NO FURTHER ACTION” on the COMMUNICATION, 

Councillor Gomes, submitting copies of letters from and to Whisk & Jane LLC and the New Bedford Port 

Authority, regarding Public Records Request of the Port Authority’s Denial of Whisk & Jane LLC’s 

multipurpose recreational cannabis facility at 161 Pope’s Island, New Bedford, MA. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2019) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Councillor Gomes, submitting copies of letters from and to Whisk & Jane 

LLC and the New Bedford Port Authority, regarding Public Records Request of the Port Authority’s 

Denial of Whisk & Jane LLC’s multipurpose recreational cannabis facility at 161 Pope’s Island, New 

Bedford, MA.  

Referred to the Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements 

Review – January 24, 2019. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#0157) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 
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REPORT, Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements Review, 

recommending that the City Council take “NO FURTHER ACTION” on the COMMUNICATION, 

Councillor Gomes, submitting a copy of letter from Whisk & Jane LLC to Mayor Mitchell, thanking him 

for the meeting to discuss a multi-purpose recreational cannabis facility at 161 Pope’s Island. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2020) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Councillor Gomes, submitting a copy of letter from Whisk & Jane LLC to 

Mayor Mitchell, thanking him for the meeting to discuss a multi-purpose recreational cannabis facility at 

161 Pope’s Island.  

Referred to the Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements 

Review – January 24, 2019. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#0158) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements Review, 

recommending that the City Council take “NO FURTHER ACTION” on the 

COMMUNICATION, Council President submitting copy of a letter from City Solicitor McDermott to 

Ms. Ericca Kennedy, Whisk & Jane, LLC regarding Whisk & Jane’s request to locate a recreational 

cannabis facility at 161 Pope’s Island, New Bedford, MA. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2021) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Council President submitting copy of a letter from City Solicitor 

McDermott to Ms. Ericca Kennedy, Whisk & Jane, LLC, regarding Whisk & Jane’s request to locate a 

recreational cannabis facility at 161 Pope’s Island, New Bedford, MA.  

Referred to the Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements 

Review – February 28, 2019. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#0340) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements Review, 

recommending that the City Council take “NO FURTHER ACTION” on the COMMUNICATION, 

Council President Morad, submitting copies of emails to and from Martha Worley, Worleybeds Factory 

Outlet, 197 Pope’s Island, New Bedford, MA, regarding Ms. Worley’s opposition to a Zoning Waiver for 

a recreational cannabis business at 161 Pope’s Island. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2022) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Council President Morad, submitting copies of emails to and from Martha 

Worley, Worleybeds Factory Outlet, 197 Pope’s Island, New Bedford, MA, regarding Ms. Worley’s 

opposition to a Zoning Waiver for a recreational cannabis business at 161 Pope’s Island.  

Referred to the Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements 

Review – February 28, 2019. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#0342) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements Review, 

recommending that the City Council take “NO FURTHER ACTION” on the COMMUNICATION, 

Councillor Giesta, submitting a copy of the Zoning for Marijuana Establishments and Medical Marijuana 

Treatment Centers Ordinance. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2023) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Councillor Giesta, submitting a copy of the Zoning for Marijuana 

Establishments and Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers Ordinance.  

Referred to the Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements 

Review – February 28, 2019. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval March 04, 2019. 

RETURNED UNSIGNED March 18, 2019. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#0344) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 
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REPORT, Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements Review, 

recommending that the City Council take “NO FURTHER ACTION” on the COMMUNICATION, 

Councillor Giesta, submitting a copy of a letter from Department of Inspectional Services Commissioner 

Danny Romanowicz relative to zoning restrictions for a recreational cannabis facility at 161 Pope’s Island 

Plot 60/Lot 26. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2024) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Councillor Giesta, submitting a copy of a letter from Department of 

Inspectional Services Commissioner Danny Romanowicz relative to zoning restrictions for a recreational 

cannabis facility at 161 Pope’s Island Plot 60/Lot 26.  

Referred to the Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements 

Review – February 28, 2019. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#0347) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements Review, 

recommending that the City Council take “NO FURTHER ACTION” on the COMMUNICATION, 

Council President Morad, submitting a copy of a Host Community Agreement, from Nicholas A. Gomes, 

Chief Legal Counsel, Tree Beard, Inc., for a proposed Recreational Marijuana Establishment at 1 Nauset 

Street, New Bedford, also enclosed is a zoning conformance letter from the Department of Inspectional 

Services and a letter from Tabitha Harkin, City Planner stating the  HCA Screening Committee’s 

favorable recommendation to negotiate a Host Agreement. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2025) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Council President Morad, submitting a copy of a Host Community 

Agreement, from Nicholas A. Gomes, Chief Legal Counsel, Tree Beard, Inc., for a proposed Recreational 

Marijuana Establishment at 1 Nauset Street, New Bedford, also enclosed is a zoning conformance letter 

from the Department of Inspectional Services and a letter from Tabitha Harkin, City Planner stating the 

HCA Screening Committee’s favorable recommendation to negotiate a Host Agreement.  

Referred to the Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements 

Review – September 12, 2019. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#1407) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements Review, 

recommending that the City Council take “NO FURTHER ACTION” on the WRITTEN MOTION, 

Councillors Abreu, Giesta and Council President Lopes, requesting, that the New Bedford City Council 

and the Administration draft an Ordinance regarding the at-home delivery cannabis service recently 

approved and adopted by the State's Cannabis Control Commission (CCC) on November 30, 2020 and the 

COMMUNICATION, Councillor Abreu, submitting the Cannabis Control Commission Final Regulations 

on at-home delivery cannabis service. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2026) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

WRITTEN MOTION, Councillors Abreu, Giesta and Council President Lopes, requesting, that 

the New Bedford City Council and the Administration draft an Ordinance regarding the at-home delivery 

cannabis service recently approved and adopted by the State's Cannabis Control Commission (CCC) on 

November 30, 2020.  

Referred to the Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements 

Review – Yeas 11, Nays 0 – December 09, 2020. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#1637) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Councillor Abreu, submitting the Cannabis Control Commission Final 

Regulations on at-home delivery cannabis service.  

Referred to the Special Committee on Cannabis Regulation and Host Community Agreements 

Review – Yeas 11, Nays 0 – December 09, 2020. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#1638) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 
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REPORT, Committee on Finance, recommending to the City Council to take “NO FURTHER 

ACTION” on the RELATED MOTION, Councillor Morad, requesting, that New Bedford Economic 

Development Council Executive Director Derek Santos provide to the Chairperson of the Committee on 

Finance the recently revised and adopted language of the Tax Increment Finance (TIF) Program Policy 

and Guidelines which were to include the new Massachusetts Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) 

requirements. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2027) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

RELATED MOTION, Councillor Morad, requesting, that New Bedford Economic Development 

Council Executive Director Derek Santos provide to the Chairperson of the Committee on Finance the 

recently revised and adopted language of the Tax Increment Finance (TIF) Program Policy and Guidelines 

which were to include the new Massachusetts Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) requirements.  

Referred the Committee on Finance and the New Bedford Economic Development Council 

Executive Director Derek Santos – October 13, 2022. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#1674) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Committee on Finance, recommending to the City Council to take “NO FURTHER 

ACTION” on the RELATED MOTION, Councillor Morad, requesting, that New Bedford Economic 

Development Council Executive Director Derek Santos provide to the Chairperson of the Committee on 

Finance the draft minutes from the June 1, 2022 Tax Increment Financing Board meeting detailing the 

Board’s discussion regarding the proposed Special Tax Assessment (STA) agreement for Island Creek 

Oyster Company; and further, that said draft minutes be submitted 5 business days prior to the Committee 

on Finance meeting where the discussion of said STA is to be conducted.   

Recommendation Followed.       (#2028) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

RELATED MOTION, Councillor Morad, requesting, that New Bedford Economic Development 

Council Executive Director Derek Santos provide to the Chairperson of the Committee on Finance the 

draft minutes from the June 1, 2022 Tax Increment Financing Board meeting detailing the Board’s 

discussion regarding the proposed Special Tax Assessment (STA) agreement for Island Creek Oyster 

Company; and further, that said draft minutes be submitted 5 business days prior to the Committee on 

Finance meeting where the discussion of said STA is to be conducted.   

Referred to the Committee on Finance and the New Bedford Economic Development Council 

Executive Director Derek Santos – October 13, 2022. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#1675) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Committee on Finance, recommending to the City Council to take “NO FURTHER 

ACTION” on the  WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Morad, requesting, that Mayor Jonathan F. Mitchell 

advise the Council as to why he instructed Election Commissioner Manuel DeBrito to mail November 

2022 General Election postcards to registered voters in the City of New Bedford; and further, that Interim 

Chief Financial Officer Michael Gagne advise the Council as to where the funding for the postage for said 

mailing was allocated in the FY2023 budget.   

Recommendation Followed.       (#2029) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Morad, requesting, that Mayor Jonathan F. Mitchell advise the 

Council as to why he instructed Election Commissioner Manuel DeBrito to mail November 2022 General 

Election postcards to registered voters in the City of New Bedford; and further, that Interim Chief 

Financial Officer Michael Gagne advise the Council as to where the funding for the postage for said 

mailing was allocated in the FY2023 budget.  

Referred to the Administration, Interim CFO Michael Gagne and the Committee on Finance – 

October 27, 2022. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval October 31, 2022. 

RETURNED UNSIGNED November 14, 2022. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#1737) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 
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REPORT, Committee on Finance, recommending to the City Council to take “NO FURTHER 

ACTION” on the COMMUNICATION, Council President Abreu, submitting a copy of a letter from 

Leonard F. Baillargeon, Chairperson of the New Bedford Retirement Board regarding the Board’s vote of 

a COLA Increase. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2030) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Council President Abreu, submitting a copy of a letter from Leonard F. 

Baillargeon, Chairperson of the New Bedford Retirement Board regarding the Board’s vote of a COLA 

Increase.  

Referred to the Committee on Finance – October 13, 2022. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#1654) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Committee on Finance, recommending to the City Council to take “NO FURTHER 

ACTION” on the COMMUNICATION, Council President Abreu, submitting a Communication from Jeff 

Camara, President of the Retired Firefighters of New Bedford regarding their endorsement of the New 

Bedford Retirement Board’s vote of the COLA increase.  

Recommendation Followed.       (#2031) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Council President Abreu, submitting a Communication from Jeff Camara, 

President of the Retired Firefighters of New Bedford regarding their endorsement of the New Bedford 

Retirement Board’s vote of the COLA increase.   

Referred to the Committee on Finance – October 13, 2022. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#1655) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Committee on Finance, recommending to the City Council to take “NO FURTHER 

ACTION” on the COMMUNICATION Council President Abreu, submitting a Communication from 

Billy Sylvia, President, New Bedford Firefighters, Local 841, requesting support for our retirees and their 

families by voting in favor of the increase to the COLA base. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2032) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION Council President Abreu, submitting a Communication from Billy Sylvia, 

President, New Bedford Firefighters, Local 841, requesting support for our retirees and their families by 

voting in favor of the increase to the COLA base.  

Referred to the Committee on Finance – October 13, 2022. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#1656) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

REPORT, Committee on Finance, recommending to the City Council to take “NO FURTHER 

ACTION” on the WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Pereira, requesting, that the Department of Public 

Infrastructure Commissioner, Jamie Ponte, appear before the City Council’s Committee on Finance to 

discuss the department’s water shut-off policies and payment procedures. 

Recommendation Followed.       (#2033) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Pereira, requesting, that the Department of Public Infrastructure 

Commissioner, Jamie Ponte, appear before the City Council’s Committee on Finance to discuss the 

department’s water shut-off policies and payment procedures.  

Referred to the Committee on Finance – April 28, 2022. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#0689) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 
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REPORT, Committee on Public Safety & Neighborhoods, recommending to the City Council to 

take “NO FURTHER ACTION” on the WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Dunn, requesting, that the 

Department of Inspectional Services and the Fire Department meet with the City Council to discuss the 

structural safety of New Bedford's multifamily residences, in light of the tragedy in Surfside, Florida, the 

briefing should revolve around whether the City has the most modern building codes to protect against 

natural disasters as well as non-disaster related structural degradation and decay; and further, the briefing 

should also cover whether the recertification process for multifamily residences is sufficient to keep New 

Bedford residents safe.   

Recommendation Followed.       (#2034) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Dunn, requesting, that the Department of Inspectional Services 

and the Fire Department meet with the City Council to discuss the structural safety of New Bedford's 

multifamily residences, in light of the tragedy in Surfside, Florida, the briefing should revolve around 

whether the City has the most modern building codes to protect against natural disasters as well as non-

disaster related structural degradation and decay; and further, the briefing should also cover whether the 

recertification process for multifamily residences is sufficient to keep New Bedford residents safe.  

Referred to the Committee on Public Safety and Neighborhoods – July 15, 2021. 

NO FURTHER ACTION.       (#0980) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Board of Assessors, to City Council, submitting a MOTION passed 3-0 at 

its Open Meeting on December 1, 2022, and requesting that the City Council ADOPT, and the Mayor 

APPROVE the THREE ORDERS relating to the annual Consumer Price Index for Fiscal Year 2023, as 

determined by the Commissioner of Revenue of a 7.0%  increase for Clause 17 for the amount of the 

exemption to be $358.51, to accept under Chapter 59, Section 5, Clause 17E to increase the amount of 

assets to $73,104.73 to qualifying individuals, and under Chapter 59, Section 5, Clause 41, 41B, and 41C, 

raising the base limit of income for single taxpayers to $23,758.15 and married taxpayers to $27,416.49 

and to raise the assets limits to $51,173.53 for single taxpayers, and $54,828.55 for married taxpayers. 

Received and Placed on File.       (#2035) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

DECEMBER 06, 2022 

ORDERED, that pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 59, Section 5, Clause 17E, the total value of assets, 

as set forth in M.G.L. Chapter 59, Section 5, Clause 17, 17C, 17C ½ and 17D, is hereby increased by 

7.0% for Fiscal Year 2023. Said increase is equal to the Consumer Price Index. 

Adopted. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 14, 2022.       (#2036) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

DECEMBER 06, 2022 

ORDERED, that the exemption granted to persons qualifying under M.G.L. Chapter 59, Section 

5, Clause 17, 17C, 17C ½ and 17D, is hereby increased by 7.0% for Fiscal Year 2023. Said increase is 

equal to the Consumer Price Index. 

Adopted. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 14, 2022.       (#2037) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 
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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

DECEMBER 06, 2022 

ORDERED, that the base limit of income and the total value of assets of persons qualifying under 

M.G.L. Chapter 59, Section 5, Clause 41, 41B and 41C, is hereby increased by 7.0% for Fiscal Year 

2023. Said increase is equal to the Consumer Price Index.    

Adopted. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 14, 2022.       (#2038) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, City Clerk/Clerk of the City Council Farias, submitting a copy of a letter 

from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Public Employee Retirement Administration Commission 

regarding the required Fiscal Year 2024 appropriation for the City’s Retirement System. 

Referred to the FY24 Quasi Committee of the Whole.    (#2039) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Councillor Giesta, submitting copy of a letter to Mayor Mitchell, in 

support of the Cape Verdean Association’s application for the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 

funding for vacant or abandoned property rehabilitation for the continued restoration of the former Strand 

Theater. 

Received and Placed on File.       (#2040) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, Councillor Giesta, submitting copy of a letter to the Community Economic 

Development Center’s (CEDC) application to the City of New Bedford ARPA Vacant and Abandoned 

Properties Rehabilitation Fund for the Capitol Theater building. 

Received and Placed on File.       (#2041) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, City Clerk/Clerk of the City Council, to City Council, submitting letter 

from Mr. George Smith, notifying Council of his resignation as a member of the Commission for Citizens 

with Disabilities, effective immediately. 

Received and Placed on File.       (#2042) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

COMMUNICATION, City Clerk/Clerk of the City Council, to City Council, submitting letter 

from the Health Department, relative to the enforcement of the Ordinance, Section 12 – 38, Owner to 

Maintain Premises Free of Litter. 

Received and Placed on File.       (#2043) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

CITATION, Councillors Gomes and Morad, honoring NATIONAL APPRENTICESHIP WEEK, 

in recognition of the celebration of Apprentices, Employers, Labor, Industry, Education and Equity-

focused Partners and surrounding Communities that make Registered Apprenticeships possible. 

Adopted, to be presented at a later date.       (#2044) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

CITATION, Councillor Gomes, honoring MICHAEL CONCEICAO for his Dedication and 

Commitment to the Community on the Occasion of the 36th Annual Thanksgiving Eve Event. 

Adopted, to be presented at a later date.      (#2045) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

CITATION, Councillors Giesta and Morad, honoring DONALD and PAULINE DUMONT, on 

the celebration of their 50th wedding anniversary and with wishes that the Good Lord will give them 

many more happy years together. 

Adopted, to be presented at a later date.      (#2046) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 
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WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Baptiste, requesting, on behalf of the Office of Tourism and 

Marketing, that the following street(s) be closed; WILLIAM STREET, from Acushnet Avenue to Bethel 

Street; NORTH SECOND STREET, from Barker’s Lane to William Street; LOWER UNION STREET, 

from North Water Street to Front Street (with no access from Rt. 18); FRONT STREET, from Union 

Street to Hamilton Street, ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2022, from 5:00 P.M. THROUGH 9:00 

P.M., for the purpose of A CITY CELEBRATES! NEW YEAR’S EVE. 

Permission Granted. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 12, 2022.       (#2047) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

CONSTABLE BOND, GONCALO COELHO, New Bedford, MA 02744, with Western Surety 

Company, in the amount of $5,000.00. 

Approved. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 12, 2022.       (#2048) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

MINUTES, City Clerk/Clerk of the City Council, to City Council, notifying that the Office of the 

City Clerk has received Meeting Minutes from the Board of Assessors for meetings held on November 3 

and 10; Greater New Bedford Regional Refuse Management District for a meeting held on October 24, 

2022 and the Licensing Board, for a meeting held on October 24, 2022. 

Received and Placed on File.       (#2049) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

APPLICATION, Imperatore Crane & Rigging, for permission to maintain a STREET 

OBSTRUCTION at 5 Sycamore Street, provisionally granted by the City Clerk on November 23, 2022, 

subject to ratification by the Mayor and City Council. 

Received and Action of the City Clerk Ratified. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 12, 2022.       (#2050) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

APPLICATION, JLC Construction, for permission to maintain a STREET OBSTRUCTION at 

2201 Purchase Street, provisionally granted by the City Clerk on November 21, 2022, subject to 

ratification by the Mayor and City Council. 

Received and Action of the City Clerk Ratified. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 12, 2022.       (#2051) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

APPLICATION, Mackay Construction Services, for permission to maintain a STREET 

OBSTRUCTION at 80 Wright Street, provisionally granted by the City Clerk on November 22, 2022, 

subject to ratification by the Mayor and City Council. 

Received and Action of the City Clerk Ratified. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 12, 2022.       (#2052) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

APPLICATION, Mike Andrade Excavation, LLC, for permission to maintain a STREET 

OBSTRUCTION at 129 Carroll Street, provisionally granted by the City Clerk on November 23, 2022, 

subject to ratification by the Mayor and City Council. 

Received and Action of the City Clerk Ratified. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 12, 2022.       (#2053) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

APPLICATION, JLC Construction, to DISTURB THE SURFACE, of 2201 Purchase Street, 

provisionally granted by the City Clerk on November 21, 2022, subject to ratification by the Mayor and 

City Council. 

Received and Action of the City Clerk Ratified. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 12, 2022.       (#2054) 
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- - - - - - - - - - - 

APPLICATION, Mackay Construction Services, to DISTURB THE SURFACE, of 80 Wright 

Street, provisionally granted by the City Clerk on November 22, 2022, subject to ratification by the 

Mayor and City Council. 

Received and Action of the City Clerk Ratified. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 12, 2022.       (#2055) 

- - - - - - - - - - - 

APPLICATION, Mike Andrade Excavation LLC, to DISTURB THE SURFACE, of 129 

Carroll Street, provisionally granted by the City Clerk on November 23, 2022, subject to ratification by 

the Mayor and City Council. 

Received and Action of the City Clerk Ratified. 

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 12, 2022.       (#2056) 

- - - - - - - - - - - 

APPLICATIONS, Eversource Gas, to DISTURB THE SURFACE, provisionally granted by the 

City Clerk on November 29, 2022, subject to ratification by the Mayor and City Council as follows: 

16 Tallman Street        (#2057) 

Intersection of Longwood Avenue and Commonwealth Avenue   (#2058) 

Received and Action of the City Clerk Ratified.        

Presented to the Mayor for approval December 08, 2022. 

Approved December 12, 2022.        

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

On a motion, the Council then adjourned at 7:37 p.m. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - 

ATTEST: 

 

 

DENNIS W. FARIAS, CITY CLERK/ 

CLERK OF THE CITY COUNCIL 


