
 
 
 
 
August 1, 2019 
 
 
Mr. Craig Dixon RE: Nitsch Project #9972 
Chairman    North New Bedford Station 
New Bedford Conservation Commission    Church Street 
New Bedford City Hall   New Bedford, MA 
133 William Street   
New Bedford, MA 02744 
 
Dear Mr. Dixon: 
 
This letter is regarding the proposed South Coast Rail – Phase I North New Bedford Station Project. This 
project involves the construction of a new rail station as part of the South Coast Rail project. Specifically, we 
have reviewed the following items: 
 

• Plans entitled “Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority, South Coast Rail – Phase I, North New 
Bedford Station, Notice of Intent Plans, Attachment A,” prepared by VHB and HNTB, dated  
June 17, 2019; 
 

• Report entitled “Stormwater Report, North New Bedford Station, New Bedford, Massachusetts, 
prepared by VHB, dated June 2019; and  
 

• Notice of Intent – New Bedford, North New Bedford Station, prepared by the VHB, HNTB Team, dated 
June 20, 2019. 

 
Below are our comments regarding stormwater management only: 
 
1. The proposed project is considered a redevelopment project under the Massachusetts Department of 

Environmental Protection (MassDEP) Stormwater Management Standards, and therefore is required to 
meet the following Stormwater Management Standards only to the maximum extent practicable: 
Standard 2, Standard 3, and the pretreatment and structural best management practice requirements 
of Standards 4, 5, and 6. Existing stormwater discharges shall comply with Standard 1 only to the 
maximum extent practicable. A redevelopment project shall also comply with all other requirements of 
the Stormwater Management Standards and improve existing conditions. The information provided in 
the submittal appears to be consistent with these requirements. 
 

2. The project results in a reduction in total impervious area when compared to the existing condition, 
which results in a decrease in peak flows and volumes from the project. 
 

3. The Stormwater Report describes that there will be some surcharging of the stormwater piping from the 
City system into the proposed stormwater system. We recommend that the Applicant and Commission 
coordinate with the Department of Public Infrastructure regarding whether the City system can 
accommodate flows from the project. 
 

4. The pipe sizing calculations indicate a surcharge conditions during the 25-year storm for the pipe 
segments that connect to the City system. This may be due to the surcharge condition described 
above. We recommend that the Applicant consider increasing the size of these segments to provide 
additional capacity. 

  




