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List of Materials and Plans submitted with Request for Determination of 
Applicability 
 
 

1. Project Narrative 

2. Request for Determination of Applicability – WPA Form 1 

3. Maps 

• USGS Topographic Map 

• Aerial Orthophoto 

• New Bedford Parcel Map 

• FEMA Flood Insurance Map #2500C0393G, effective date July 16, 2014 

• Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Map (14th edition 8/1/17)  

• Massachusetts Mouth of Coastal River Map 

4. Abutter Documents 

• Affidavit of Service 

• Abutters List prepared for the Conservation Commission 

• City of New Bedford - Abutter Notification Document 

5. Site Photographs 

6. Proof of Ownership 

7. Plan: Proposed Self Storage Facility Site Plan in New Bedford, MA, dated May 9, 
2019 prepared by Bracken Engineering, Inc.  

 



 

PROJECT NARRATIVE 

Prepared for 

8 Washburn Street LLC 
8 Washburn Street 

Map 86 - Parcel 16 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

On behalf of the Applicant, 8 Washburn Street LLC, Bracken Engineering, Inc. respectfully submits this Request 
for Determination of Applicability (RDA) for work within proximity to Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage 
(LSCSF).  The proposed project includes the rehabilitation of an existing commercial facility including associated 
drainage, landscaping, and site work at 8 Washburn Street (Assessors Map 86, Parcel 16). The property is a 
developed 1.59± acre parcel located in the eastern portion of the city directly across from the Interstate 195 on ramp 
and west of the Acushnet River that separates the city from Fairhaven.  The property is generally surrounded by a 
combination of commercial and residential properties to the east, west, and south and a municipal park to the north.   

Wetland Resource Areas 

Wetland resource areas located on the subject parcel include LSCSF. A portion of the site lies within LSCSF 
identified as FEMA Special Flood Hazard Zone AE (Elevation 6) as shown on FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map 
No. 25005C-0393-G dated July 16, 2014.  The remainder of the site is an area mapped as Flood Zone X that is 
“being protected from the 1-percent-annual-chance or greater flood hazard by a levee system.  There are no other 
jurisdictional wetland resource areas located within 100 feet of the parcel. 

The entire interior of the existing building (and subsequently the entirety of the parcel) is above Elevation 6 and is 
therefore above the base flood elevation.  A small portion of the exterior south side of the existing structure is below 
elevation 6 and would experience minor flooding (<1’) during the theoretical 100-year storm.  Therefore, all work 
associated with the redevelopment of the property is above the base flood elevation and outside of the FEMA 
designated flood zone and thus outside of LSCSF. 

Proposed Project  

The Applicant proposes to rehabilitate an existing commercial building and create a self-storage facility.   The 
proposed work includes rehabilitation of the existing structure and enclosing portions of the building that are 
currently without a roof, and repair and upgrade of the existing drainage and stormwater facilities.  The building 
will be converted into a self storage facility and will continue to be serviced by the municipal sewer system.   

All runoff from the parking lot will be treated, and pollution prevention measures shall be incorporated 
into the design in accordance with best management practices determined by the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) in the Stormwater Management Handbook.  

As a redevelopment project, the site will promote groundwater recharge in accordance with the appropriate 
DEP stormwater standards (see enclosed Stormwater Checklist and Report for additional details).  
Additionally, surface runoff from the parking area will be directed through Focal Point biofiltration 
systems to treat the required water quality volume.   

 
 



 

Roof runoff from the proposed addition will be conveyed to a subsurface infiltration system for recharge 
onsite prior to an overflow discharge to the municipal drainage system.  Please see the enclosed 
Stormwater Report and Checklist for additional details and information.  

 

Performance Standards 

Protection of Public and Private Water Supply and Ground Water Supply 

The site is not located within a DEP defined wellhead protection area and there are no known drinking water wells 
within the vicinity of the property.  As a redevelopment project, the site will promote groundwater recharge in 
accordance with the appropriate DEP stormwater standards (see enclosed Stormwater Report  and Checklistfor 
additional details).  Therefore, the public and private water supply and groundwater supply protection interests of 
the Act and the Bylaw will be upheld. 

 

Flood Control and Storm Damage Prevention 

The proposed project will have no impact on the ability of the property to handle a rise in floodwater nor on the 
ability of the buildings to withstand a flooding event.  All work is proposed in accordance with the state building 
code for flood zone construction.  Therefore, the flood control and storm damage prevention interests of the Act 
and Bylaw will be improved and maintained. 

Prevention of Pollution  

Existing catch basins and manholes will be protected with erosion controls and silt sacks during construction.  The 
site is flat and is not anticipated to generate flow or sediment that may affect abutting properties.  Regardless, 
erosion controls will be kept on site during construction and utilized as necessary .  Therefore, the pollution interests 
of the Act and Bylaw will be upheld. 

Protection of Fisheries, Shellfisheries, and Wildlife Habitat 

The Site is fully developed and does not contain mapped NHESP designated areas or vernal pools and is not 
anticipated to adversely impact wildlife habitat.  Therefore, the fisheries, shellfisheries and wildlife habitat interests 
of the Act and Bylaw will be protected. 

Summary 

The Applicant seeks to rehabilitate an existing commercial building including associated site work, stormwater 
improvements, and landscaping.  The property is located adjacent to LSCSF and no other resource areas are located 
within 100 feet of the parcel.  Appropriate measures are proposed to be employed to minimize adverse effects and 
prevent erosion and migration of sediment that may otherwise impact resource areas.  As proposed, the Project has 
met the burden of proof established under the Act and Bylaw.  Therefore, the Applicant respectfully requests 
issuance of an Order of Conditions by the Conservation Commission. 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 and 
the City of New Bedford Wetlands Protection Ordinance 

 
New Bedford 
City/Town 

 A.  General Information 

Important:  
When filling out 
forms on the 
computer, use 
only the tab key 
to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key. 

 

1.  Applicant: 

MA New Bedford & Washburn, LLC 
Name 

dl@patagon.net 
E-Mail Address  

786 Redford Drive 
Mailing Address  

Provo 
City/Town 

UT 
State 

84604 
Zip Code 

      
Phone Number 

      
Fax Number (if applicable) 

2.  Representative (if any): 

Bracken Engineering, Inc. 
Firm 

 Donald F. Bracken, Jr., PE 
Contact Name 

don@brackeneng.com 
E-Mail Address  

 49 Herring Pond Road 
Mailing Address 

 Buzzards Bay 
City/Town 

MA 
State 

02532 
Zip Code 

 508-833-0070 
Phone Number 

508-833-2282 
Fax Number (if applicable) 

  
 B. Determinations 
 1.  I request the  City of New Bedford 

Conservation Commission 
 make the following determination(s). Check any that apply:  

 
 a. whether the area depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced below is an area subject to 

jurisdiction of the Wetlands Protection Act. 
 

 b. whether the boundaries of resource area(s) depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced 
below are accurately delineated. 

 
  c. whether the work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act.  

 
 d. whether the area and/or work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the jurisdiction 

of any municipal wetlands ordinance or bylaw of:  
 

City of New Bedford 
Name of Municipality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  e. whether the following scope of alternatives is adequate for work in the Riverfront Area as 
depicted on referenced plan(s). 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 and 
the City of New Bedford Wetlands Protection Ordinance 

 
New Bedford 
City/Town 

 C. Project Description 
 1. a.  Project Location (use maps and plans to identify the location of the area subject to this request): 

 8 Washburn Street 
Street Address 

New Bedford 
City/Town 

 Map 86 
Assessors Map/Plat Number 

Parcel 16 
Parcel/Lot Number  

  b. Area Description (use additional paper, if necessary): 

  Area is a mix of commercial and residential development, located west of the Acushnet River and 
south of I-195. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 c. Plan and/or Map Reference(s):   

 Proposed Storage Facility Site Plan 
Title 

May 9, 2019 
Date 

       
Title 

      
Date 

       
Title 

      
Date 

 2. a.  Work Description (use additional paper and/or provide plan(s) of work, if necessary): 

  Rehabilitate an existing commercial building into a self-storage facility.  See enclosed Project 
Narrative for additional details. 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 and 
the City of New Bedford Wetlands Protection Ordinance 

 
New Bedford 
City/Town 

 C. Project Description (cont.) 
 

b.  Identify provisions of the Wetlands Protection Act or regulations which may exempt the applicant 
from having to file a Notice of Intent for all or part of the described work (use additional paper, if 
necessary).  

  Portions of proposed project area are shown within special flood hazard zone according to FIRM; 
however, surveyed elevations show that the interior of the building and work area are above the base 
flood elevation.  In addition, no other wetland resource areas are located on or within 100 feet of the 
subject property. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

   
            
 
   
 
                         

 

 

 

 3. a.  If this application is a Request for Determination of Scope of Alternatives for work in the 
Riverfront Area, indicate the one classification below that best describes the project. 

 
   Single family house on a lot recorded on or before 8/1/96 
 
   Single family house on a lot recorded after 8/1/96 
 
   Expansion of an existing structure on a lot recorded after 8/1/96 
 
  Project, other than a single family house or public project, where the applicant owned the lot 

before 8/7/96 
 
  New agriculture or aquaculture project 
 
   Public project where funds were appropriated prior to 8/7/96 
 
  Project on a lot shown on an approved, definitive subdivision plan where there is a recorded deed 

restriction limiting total alteration of the Riverfront Area for the entire subdivision 
 
  Residential subdivision; institutional, industrial, or commercial project 
 
  Municipal project 
 
  District, county, state, or federal government project 
 
  Project required to evaluate off-site alternatives in more than one municipality in an 

Environmental Impact Report under MEPA or in an alternatives analysis pursuant to an 
application for a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or 401 Water Quality 
Certification from the Department of Environmental Protection. 

 
b. Provide evidence (e.g., record of date subdivision lot was recorded) supporting the classification 
above (use additional paper and/or attach appropriate documents, if necessary.)   
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AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 
 

Under the 
 

Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act  
(MA General Laws Chapter 131, §40) 

 
and the 

 
City of New Bedford Wetlands Protection Ordinance 

 
 

I, Penni L. Pomeroy., on behalf of the Applicant, MA New Bedford & Washburn, LLC, c/o Daniel 
P. Lyman, hereby certify under the pains and penalties of perjury that on May 10, 2019 I gave 
notification to abutters in compliance with the City of New Bedford Wetlands Protection 
Ordinance in connection with the following matter: 
 

A Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) was filed under the City of 
New Bedford Wetlands Protection Ordinance by Bracken Engineering, Inc., on 
behalf of MA New Bedford & Washburn, LLC, c/o Daniel P. Lyman, with the City 
of New Bedford Conservation Commission on May 10, 2019, for the property 
located at 8 Washburn Street (Map 86, Parcel 16), in Nantucket, Massachusetts. 

 
The form of notification, and a list of the abutters to whom it was given and their addresses, are 
attached to this Affidavit of Service. 
 
 

 
_________________________________________   __May 10, 2019_____ 
Penni L. Pomeroy       Date 
Bracken Engineering, Inc. 













NOTIFICATION TO ABUTTERS UNDER THE 

MASSACHUSETTS WETLANDS PROTECTION ACT 

Chapter 131, Section 40 
and 

City of New Bedford Wetlands Ordinance 

In accordance with the 2nd paragraph of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 131, Section 40, and in 
accordance with the City of New Bedford Wetlands Ordinance (New Bedford Code of Ordinances 
Sections 15-101 through 15-112) you are hereby notified of the following: 

A. The name of the Applicant is:  MA New Bedford & Washburn, LLC 

B. The Applicant has filed a Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) with the City of 
New Bedford Conservation Commission seeking permission to perform work which might:  
remove, fill, dredge or alter an Area Subject to Protection Under the Wetlands Protection Act 
(General Laws, Chapter 131, Section 40) and the City of New Bedford Wetlands Ordinance 
(New Bedford Code of Ordinances Sections 15-101 through 15-112). 

C. The location where the activity is proposed is:  

8 Washburn Street (Assessor’s Map 86, Parcel 16). 

D. Copies of the Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) may be examined at the New 
Bedford Conservation Commission Office located at City Hall 133 William Street, Room 304, 
New Bedford, MA 02740 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. (Monday – Friday).  For 
more information please call (508) 991-6188.   

E. Copies of the Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA)  can be obtained from the 
Applicant’s Representative:  Bracken Engineering, Inc., by calling (508) 833-0070  between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (Monday – Friday). 

F. Information regarding the date, time and place of the public hearing may be obtained from the 
New Bedford Conservation Commission Office by calling (508) 991-6188 between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. (Monday – Friday). 

NOTE:  Notice of the scheduled Public Hearing: 

1. Will be published at least five (5) days in advance in the Standard Times newspaper; and, 
2. Will be posted in the City Hall, 133 William Street, New Bedford not less than forty-eight (48) 

hours in advance of the Public Hearing. 

NOTE:  

1. You may also contact the New Bedford Conservation Commission Office located at (508) 991-
6188 for more information about this publication or the City of New Bedford Wetlands 
Ordinance.You may also contact the Department of Environmental Protection Southeast 
Regional Office for more information about this application or the Wetlands Protection Act.  To 
contact DEP’s Southeast Regional Office:  508-946-2800 
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City of New Bedford 

Conservation Commission 

 

Appendix 

 

1. Owner’s/Landlord’s Name:  MA New Bedford & Washburn, LLC 

2. Title Referenced to Property: DEED - Book 12713, Page 70 
PLAN Book 93, Page 14 

(Attach copy of Deed, Certificate of Title & most recent Recorded Plans showing 
affected lot or lots) 

3. If the Applicant is Not the Owner: 

Applicant’s Name:        

Provide: 

1. Notarized authorization letter from owner to tenant or buyer for 
application for this permit (on letterhead); 

2. Copy of the Purchase & Sale Agreement or Lease, where applicable; 

(In addition – ZBA only) 

3. Copy of the deed or deeds of abutting parcels if said parcels have been 
held in common ownership with the subject property at any time since 
January 1, 1976. 
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