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February 05, 2019 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Michele Paul 
Conservation Commission Director  
City of New Bedford Conservation Commission 
133 William Street – Rm 304 
New Bedford, MA 02740 
 
Subject: NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy  

Notice of Intent – Geotechnical Investigations Existing Transmission Line Rights-of-
Way, New Bedford, Massachusetts  

 
Dear Director Michele Paul and Commission Members: 
 
NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy (Eversource) is pleased to submit this Notice of 
Intent (NOI) under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (WPA), M.G.L c. 131 § 40 and 
Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) with the New Bedford Conservation Commission in order to perform 
subsurface geotechnical investigations within Eversource’s existing transmission line right-of-way 
(ROW).  
 
The subsurface geotechnical investigations proposed under this NOI involve two soil borings (B5 and B6) 
each located within bordering vegetated wetlands. These investigations are to be conducted to support the 
engineering design and pre-construction planning for proposed improvements to the transmission system 
in sections of the city of New Bedford. 
 
Enclosed please find WPA Form 3, Project Narrative and supporting attachments including NOI Site 
Plans, United States Army Corps of Engineers and Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection wetland determination data forms, a photographic log, abutter notification, and filing fee 
information. We respectfully request that you place this matter on your agenda for the next available 
public meeting. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 781-441-3804 or michael.zylich@eversource.com, or Karen 
Hanecak of POWER Engineers, Inc. at 774-643-1821 or karen.hanecak@powereng.com if you have any 
questions or require additional information. Thank you for your consideration and review.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Michael Zylich, P.G., LSP 
Sr. Environmental Engineer  
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c:  Lauren Glorioso, NHESP 

Nathan Dennis, Eversource  
Karen Hanecak, POWER Engineers, Inc.  
Jamie Durand, POWER Engineers, Inc. 
Meaghan Lamothe, POWER Engineers, Inc. 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

New Bedford 
City/Town 

Important: 
When filling out 
forms on the 
computer, use 
only the tab key 
to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key. 

 
 
 
Note:  
Before 
completing this 
form consult  
your local 
Conservation 
Commission 
regarding any 
municipal bylaw 
or ordinance. 

A. General Information 

1. Project Location (Note: electronic filers will click on button to locate project site): 

Existing Overhead Transmission Line ROW 
a. Street Address  

New Bedford  
b. City/Town 

02745 
c. Zip Code 

Latitude and Longitude: B5: 41.71913372, -
70.94124264 

  

B6: 41.71945921, -
70.94346467 

  Existing Transmission Line ROW. B5: 134-17 
B6: Location ID: F_807692_2723276 

      

Existing Transmission Line ROW 
g. Parcel /Lot Number 

2.  Applicant: 

Michael  
a. First Name 

Zylich  
b. Last Name 

NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy (Eversource)  
c. Organization 

247 Station Drive, SE270 
d. Street Address 

Westwood  
e. City/Town 

 MA 
f. State 

    

02090 
g. Zip Code 

 (781) 441-3804 
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

 michael.zylich@eversource.com 
j. Email Address 

3. Property owner (required if different from applicant):   Check if more than one owner 

      
a. First Name 

      
b. Last Name 

       
c. Organization 

       
d. Street Address 

        
e. City/Town 

       
f. State 

    

      
g. Zip Code 

        
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

       
j. Email address 

 4.  Representative (if any): 

 Karen  
a. First Name 

Hanecak  
b. Last Name 

 POWER Engineers, Inc.  
c. Company 

 2 Hampshire Street, Suite 301 
d. Street Address 

 Foxborough 
e. City/Town   

MA 
f. State 

02035   
g. Zip Code 

  (774) 643-1821 
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

karen.hanecak@powereng.com 
j. Email address 

 
  5.  Total WPA Fee Paid (from NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form): 

 $1,000 
a. Total Fee Paid 

$487.50 
b. State Fee Paid 

$512.50 
c. City/Town Fee Paid 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

New Bedford 
City/Town 

 A.  General Information (continued) 
 6. General Project Description:  

 The phase of this project includes subsurface geotechnical investigations within Eversource's existing 
transmission line ROW. A total of five soil borings are located within the City of New Bedford. Two of 
the five borings are located in bordering vegetative wetland (BVW); and one of the five borings is 
located in the 100-ft buffer zone of a BVW. The remaining two borings are located in upland.   

 

 

 

 7a. Project Type Checklist:  (Limited Project Types see Section A. 7b.) 

  1.  Single Family Home  2.  Residential Subdivision 

  3.  Commercial/Industrial  4.  Dock/Pier 

  5.    Utilities 6.    Coastal engineering Structure 

  7.  Agriculture (e.g., cranberries, forestry)  8.  Transportation 

  9.  Other  

 7b. Is any portion of the proposed activity eligible to be treated as a limited project (including Ecological 
Restoration Limited Project) subject to 310 CMR 10.24 (coastal) or 310 CMR 10.53 (inland)? 

  1.   Yes  No If yes, describe which limited project applies to this project. (See 310 CMR 
10.24 and 10.53 for a complete list and description of limited project types) 

        
2. Limited Project Type  

 If the proposed activity is eligible to be treated as an Ecological Restoration Limited Project (310 
CMR10.24(8), 310 CMR 10.53(4)), complete and attach Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Limited 
Project Checklist and Signed Certification.  

 8. Property recorded at the Registry of Deeds for: 

       
a. County 

      
b. Certificate # (if registered land) 

       
c. Book 

      
d. Page Number 

 B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) 

 1.   Buffer Zone Only – Check if the project is located only in the Buffer Zone of a Bordering   
  Vegetated Wetland, Inland Bank, or Coastal Resource Area. 

 2.  Inland Resource Areas (see 310 CMR 10.54-10.58; if not applicable, go to Section B.3,   
  Coastal Resource Areas). 

 Check all that apply below. Attach narrative and any supporting documentation describing how the 
project will meet all performance standards for each of the resource areas altered, including 
standards requiring consideration of alternative project design or location.  
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

New Bedford 
City/Town 

 B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) (cont’d) 

For all projects 
affecting other 
Resource Areas, 
please attach a 
narrative 
explaining how 
the resource 
area was 
delineated. 

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

a.   Bank       
1. linear feet 

      
2. linear feet 

b.  Bordering Vegetated 
  Wetland 

~2,717 temp 
1. square feet 

      
2. square feet 

c.  Land Under 
 Waterbodies and 
 Waterways 

      
1. square feet 

      
2. square feet 

      
3. cubic yards dredged  

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

d.  Bordering Land 
 Subject to Flooding 

      
1. square feet 

      
2. square feet 

        
3. cubic feet of flood storage lost 

      
4. cubic feet replaced 

 e.  Isolated Land   
  Subject to Flooding 

      
1. square feet  

        
2. cubic feet of flood storage lost 

      
3. cubic feet replaced 

 f.   Riverfront Area       
1. Name of Waterway (if available)  - specify coastal or inland 

   2.  Width of Riverfront Area (check one): 

 
   25 ft. - Designated Densely Developed Areas only 
  

  100 ft. - New agricultural projects only 
 

   200 ft. - All other projects 

 

 

   3. Total area of Riverfront Area on the site of the proposed project:         
square feet 

  4. Proposed alteration of the Riverfront Area:  

       
a. total square feet  

      
b. square feet within 100 ft. 

      
c. square feet between 100 ft. and 200 ft. 

  5. Has an alternatives analysis been done and is it attached to this NOI?     Yes   No 

  6. Was the lot where the activity is proposed created prior to August 1, 1996?     Yes   No 

 3.  Coastal Resource Areas: (See 310 CMR 10.25-10.35)  
 Note: for coastal riverfront areas, please complete Section B.2.f. above. 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

New Bedford 
City/Town 

 B. Buffer Zone & Resource Area Impacts (temporary & permanent) (cont’d) 
 

Check all that apply below.  Attach narrative and supporting documentation describing how the 
project will meet all performance standards for each of the resource areas altered, including 
standards requiring consideration of alternative project design or location.   

Online Users: 
Include your 
document 
transaction 
number 
(provided on your 
receipt page) 
with all 
supplementary 
information you 
submit to the 
Department. 

Resource Area Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

a.  Designated Port Areas  Indicate size under Land Under the Ocean, below 

b.  Land Under the Ocean       
1. square feet  

       
2. cubic yards dredged  

c.  Barrier Beach Indicate size under Coastal Beaches and/or Coastal Dunes below 

d.  Coastal Beaches       
1. square feet 

      
2. cubic yards beach nourishment 

 
e.  Coastal Dunes       

1. square feet 
      
2. cubic yards dune nourishment 

 
 Size of Proposed Alteration Proposed Replacement (if any) 

 
f.   Coastal Banks       

1. linear feet  
 g.  Rocky Intertidal   

  Shores 
      
1. square feet  

 
h.  Salt Marshes       

1. square feet 
      
2. sq ft restoration, rehab., creation 

 i.   Land Under Salt  
  Ponds 

      
1. square feet  

        
2. cubic yards dredged  

 j.   Land Containing  
  Shellfish 

      
1. square feet  

  k.  Fish Runs Indicate size under Coastal Banks, inland Bank, Land Under the 
Ocean, and/or inland Land Under Waterbodies and Waterways, 
above    

        
1. cubic yards dredged  

  l.  Land Subject to   
   Coastal Storm Flowage 

      
1. square feet  

 4.  Restoration/Enhancement 
If the project is for the purpose of restoring or enhancing a wetland resource area in addition to the 
square footage that has been entered in Section B.2.b or B.3.h above, please enter the additional 
amount here.  

 
      
a. square feet of BVW 

      
b. square feet of Salt Marsh 

 5.  Project Involves Stream Crossings 

       
a. number of new stream crossings 

      
b. number of replacement stream crossings 
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

New Bedford 
City/Town 

 C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements 
  This is a proposal for an Ecological Restoration Limited Project. Skip Section C and 

complete Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Limited Project Checklists – Required Actions 
(310 CMR 10.11).  

 Streamlined Massachusetts Endangered Species Act/Wetlands Protection Act Review 

 
1. Is any portion of the proposed project located in Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife as indicated on 

the most recent Estimated Habitat Map of State-Listed Rare Wetland Wildlife published by the 
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP)? To view habitat maps, see the 
Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas or go to 
http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/PRI_EST_HAB/viewer.htm.  

 

 

 
a.   Yes   No  If yes, include proof of mailing or hand delivery of NOI to: 

   
  Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program 
  Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 
               1 Rabbit Hill Road 
               Westborough, MA 01581 

   

 
 

  

       
b. Date of map 

   

 If yes, the project is also subject to Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) review (321 
CMR 10.18). To qualify for a streamlined, 30-day, MESA/Wetlands Protection Act review, please 
complete Section C.1.c, and include requested materials with this Notice of Intent (NOI); OR 
complete Section C.2.f, if applicable. If MESA supplemental information is not included with the NOI, 
by completing Section 1 of this form, the NHESP will require a separate MESA filing which may take 
up to 90 days to review (unless noted exceptions in Section 2 apply, see below). 

 

 

  c.  Submit Supplemental Information for Endangered Species Review∗  

   1.   Percentage/acreage of property to be altered:  

    (a) within wetland Resource Area       
percentage/acreage 

    (b) outside Resource Area       
percentage/acreage 

   2.   Assessor’s Map or right-of-way plan of site 

 2.  Project plans for entire project site, including wetland resource areas and areas outside of 
wetlands jurisdiction, showing existing and proposed conditions, existing and proposed 
tree/vegetation clearing line, and clearly demarcated limits of work ∗∗    

 (a)    Project description (including description of impacts outside of wetland resource area & 
 buffer zone) 

 
(b)    Photographs representative of the site 

                                                      
∗ Some projects not in Estimated Habitat may be located in Priority Habitat, and require NHESP review (see 
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/regulatory-review/).  Priority Habitat includes habitat for state-listed plants 
and strictly upland species not protected by the Wetlands Protection Act. 
∗∗ MESA projects may not be segmented (321 CMR 10.16). The applicant must disclose full development plans even if such plans are 
not required as part of the Notice of Intent process. 

http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/PRI_EST_HAB/viewer.htm
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/regulatory-review/
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

New Bedford 
City/Town 

 C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements (cont’d) 
 

(c)   MESA filing fee (fee information available at 
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/regulatory_review/mesa/mesa_fee_schedule.htm).  
Make check payable to “Commonwealth of Massachusetts - NHESP” and mail to NHESP at 
above address 

 

 

   Projects altering 10 or more acres of land, also submit: 

  (d)  Vegetation cover type map of site 

  (e)   Project plans showing Priority & Estimated Habitat boundaries 

 
 (f)  OR Check One of the Following 

 
1.    Project is exempt from MESA review.   

Attach applicant letter indicating which MESA exemption applies. (See 321 CMR 10.14, 
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/regulatory_review/mesa/mesa_exemptions.htm; 
the NOI must still be sent to NHESP if the project is within estimated habitat pursuant to 
310 CMR 10.37 and 10.59.)         

 

 

  2.    Separate MESA review ongoing.         
a. NHESP Tracking # 

      
b. Date submitted to NHESP 

 
3.  Separate MESA review completed.  

   Include copy of NHESP “no Take” determination or valid Conservation & Management 
   Permit with approved plan.  

 3. For coastal projects only, is any portion of the proposed project located below the mean high water 
 line or in a fish run? 

  a.   Not applicable – project is in inland resource area only   b.   Yes  No 

 If yes, include proof of mailing, hand delivery, or electronic delivery of NOI to either: 

 
South Shore - Cohasset to Rhode Island border, and 
the Cape & Islands: 

 
Division of Marine Fisheries -  
Southeast Marine Fisheries Station 
Attn: Environmental Reviewer 
836 South Rodney French Blvd. 
New Bedford, MA  02744 
Email: DMF.EnvReview-South@state.ma.us  

North Shore - Hull to New Hampshire border: 
 

 
Division of Marine Fisheries -  
North Shore Office 
Attn: Environmental Reviewer 
30 Emerson Avenue 
Gloucester, MA 01930 
Email:  DMF.EnvReview-North@state.ma.us  

 

 

 

 

 Also if yes, the project may require a Chapter 91 license. For coastal towns in the Northeast Region, 
please contact MassDEP’s Boston Office. For coastal towns in the Southeast Region, please contact 
MassDEP’s Southeast Regional Office.   

  

  

http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/regulatory_review/mesa/mesa_fee_schedule.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/regulatory_review/mesa/mesa_exemptions.htm
mailto:DMF.EnvReview-South@state.ma.us
mailto:DMF.EnvReview-North@state.ma.us
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

New Bedford 
City/Town 

 C. Other Applicable Standards and Requirements (cont’d) 

Online Users: 
Include your 
document 
transaction 
number 
(provided on your 
receipt page) 
with all 
supplementary 
information you 
submit to the 
Department. 

4. Is any portion of the proposed project within an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC)? 

a.   Yes  No If yes, provide name of ACEC (see instructions to WPA Form 3 or MassDEP 
Website for ACEC locations). Note: electronic filers click on Website. 

       
b. ACEC 

5. Is any portion of the proposed project within an area designated as an Outstanding Resource Water 
 (ORW) as designated in the Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards, 314 CMR 4.00? 

 a.   Yes  No 

6. Is any portion of the site subject to a Wetlands Restriction Order under the Inland Wetlands 
 Restriction Act (M.G.L. c. 131, § 40A) or the Coastal Wetlands Restriction Act (M.G.L. c. 130, § 105)? 

a.   Yes  No 

 7. Is this project subject to provisions of the MassDEP Stormwater Management Standards? 

 a.  Yes. Attach a copy of the Stormwater Report as required by the Stormwater Management 
   Standards per 310 CMR 10.05(6)(k)-(q) and check if: 

 1.  Applying for Low Impact Development (LID) site design credits (as described in   
   Stormwater  Management Handbook Vol. 2, Chapter 3) 

 2.  A portion of the site constitutes redevelopment 

  3.  Proprietary BMPs are included in the Stormwater Management System. 

 b.  No. Check why the project is exempt: 

 1.  Single-family house 

 2.  Emergency road repair 

 3.  Small Residential Subdivision (less than or equal to 4 single-family houses or less than 
or   equal to 4 units in multi-family housing project) with no discharge to Critical Areas. 

 D.  Additional Information 

  This is a proposal for an Ecological Restoration Limited Project. Skip Section D and complete 
Appendix A: Ecological Restoration Notice of Intent – Minimum Required Documents (310 CMR 
10.12).  

  Applicants must include the following with this Notice of Intent (NOI). See instructions for details. 

 Online Users: Attach the document transaction number (provided on your receipt page) for any of 
the following information you submit to the Department.  

 1.  USGS or other map of the area (along with a narrative description, if necessary) containing 
sufficient information for the Conservation Commission and the Department to locate the site. 
(Electronic filers may omit this item.)  

 2.  Plans identifying the location of proposed activities (including activities proposed to serve as 
a Bordering Vegetated Wetland [BVW] replication area or other mitigating measure) relative 
to the boundaries of each affected resource area.  
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 3 – Notice of Intent 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

Provided by MassDEP: 
  

MassDEP File Number 

 
Document Transaction Number 

New Bedford 
City/Town 

 D.  Additional Information (cont’d) 

  3.  Identify the method for BVW and other resource area boundary delineations (MassDEP BVW 
   Field Data Form(s), Determination of Applicability, Order of Resource Area Delineation, etc.), 
    and attach documentation of the methodology.  

 4.  List the titles and dates for all plans and other materials submitted with this NOI. 

 Project Locus Map  
a. Plan Title 

 POWER Engineers, Inc.  
b. Prepared By 

      
c. Signed and Stamped by 

 1/02/2019 
d. Final Revision Date 

1"=100' 
e. Scale 

 Proposed Geotechnical Boring Locations  
f. Additional Plan or Document Title 

1/02/2019 
g. Date 

 5.  If there is more than one property owner, please attach a list of these property owners not 
listed on this form. 

 6.  Attach proof of mailing for Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program, if needed. 

 7.  Attach proof of mailing for Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries, if needed. 

 8.  Attach NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form  

 9.  Attach Stormwater Report, if needed.  

  

  

  

  

 E. Fees 
  1.  Fee Exempt: No filing fee shall be assessed for projects of any city, town, county, or district 

   of the Commonwealth, federally recognized Indian tribe housing authority, municipal housing 
   authority, or the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority.  

  
Applicants must submit the following information (in addition to pages 1 and 2 of the NOI Wetland 
Fee Transmittal Form) to confirm fee payment:  

 

 

  269396 
2. Municipal Check Number 

01/25/2019 
3. Check date 

  269397 
4. State Check Number 

01/25/2019 
5. Check date 

  POWER Engineers, Inc. 
6. Payor name on check: First Name 

POWER Engineers, Inc 
7. Payor name on check: Last Name 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  
 

 

 
Important: When 
filling out forms 
on the computer, 
use only the tab 
key to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key. 

 
 

A. Applicant Information 

1. Location of Project: 

Existing Overhead Transmission Line ROW  
a. Street Address 

New Bedford  
b. City/Town 

269397 
c. Check number 

487.50 
d. Fee amount 

2. Applicant Mailing Address: 

Michael  
a. First Name 

Zylich  
b. Last Name 

NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy  
c. Organization 

247 Station Drive, SE270 
d. Mailing Address 

Westwood  
e. City/Town 

MA 
f. State 

02090 
g. Zip Code 

 (781) 441-3804 
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

 michael.zylich@eversource.com 
j. Email Address 

3. Property Owner (if different): 

      
a. First Name 

      
b. Last Name 

       
c. Organization 

       
d. Mailing Address 

       
e. City/Town 

      
f. State 

      
g. Zip Code 

        
h. Phone Number 

      
i. Fax Number 

       
j. Email Address 

To calculate  
filing fees, refer 
to the category 
fee list and 
examples in the 
instructions for 
filling out WPA 
Form 3 (Notice of 
Intent). 

B. Fees 
Fee should be calculated using the following process & worksheet. Please see Instructions before 
filling out worksheet.  
 
Step 1/Type of Activity: Describe each type of activity that will occur in wetland resource area and buffer zone. 
 
Step 2/Number of Activities: Identify the number of each type of activity. 
 
Step 3/Individual Activity Fee: Identify each activity fee from the six project categories listed in the instructions.  
 
Step 4/Subtotal Activity Fee: Multiply the number of activities (identified in Step 2) times the fee per category 
(identified in Step 3) to reach a subtotal fee amount. Note: If any of these activities are in a Riverfront Area in 
addition to another Resource Area or the Buffer Zone, the fee per activity should be multiplied by 1.5 and then 
added to the subtotal amount. 
 
Step 5/Total Project Fee: Determine the total project fee by adding the subtotal amounts from Step 4. 
 
Step 6/Fee Payments: To calculate the state share of the fee, divide the total fee in half and subtract $12.50. To 
calculate the city/town share of the fee, divide the total fee in half and add $12.50. 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
NOI Wetland Fee Transmittal Form 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  
 

 

 B. Fees (continued) 
  Step 1/Type of Activity Step 2/Number 

of Activities 
Step 

3/Individual 
Activity Fee 

Step 4/Subtotal Activity 
Fee 

    

 Other (Category 2j)  
  

2 
 

 

$500 
 

$1,000 
 

        
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

       
  

      
 

      
 

      
 

               Step 5/Total Project Fee: $1,000 
 

                Step 6/Fee Payments:  

                  Total Project Fee: $1,000 
a. Total Fee from Step 5 

   State share of filing Fee: 487.50 
b. 1/2 Total Fee less $12.50 

  City/Town share of filling Fee: 512.50 
c. 1/2 Total Fee plus $12.50 

 C. Submittal Requirements 
 

a.) Complete pages 1 and 2 and send with a check or money order for the state share of the fee, payable to 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

 
Department of Environmental Protection 

Box 4062 
Boston, MA 02211 

 
b.) To the Conservation Commission: Send the Notice of Intent or Abbreviated Notice of Intent; a copy of 

this form; and the city/town fee payment. 
 

To MassDEP Regional Office (see Instructions): Send a copy of the Notice of Intent or Abbreviated Notice of 
Intent; a copy of this form; and a copy of the state fee payment. (E-filers of Notices of Intent may submit these 
electronically.) 
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2018 Fee Schedule page 1 of 2

CITY OF NEW BEDFORD
MASSACHUSETTS

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
2018 FILING FEE CALCULATIONWORKSHEET*

PROJECT LOCATION:

__________________________________________MAP ________LOT(S) _________

APPLICANT:___________________________________________________________

CONSERVATION COMMISSION FEES (check all that apply):

( ) REQUEST FOR DETERMINATION OF APPLICABILITY
( ) NOTICE OF INTENT
( ) AMENDED ORDER OF CONDITIONS
( ) EXTENSION PERMIT
( ) CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE
( ) AFTER THE FACT FILING

(A.) ALTERATION FEES:
Application and field review of a project proposed in a Wetland Resource Area or its
Buffer Zone is $200.00 plus the applicable alteration fee as follows

AMOUNT DUE
Application and Field Review Fee ( $200.00 ) $200.00_____
$0.50 X _______ SF Wetland Resource Area
Fee shall not exceed $2,000.00 per project /$___________
$0.05 X _______ SF Land Subject Coastal Flooding
Fee shall not exceed $500.00 $___________
$0.50 X ________ SF Developed Riverfront Area
Fee shall not exceed $1,500.00 $___________
$1.00 X ________ SF Undeveloped Riverfront Area
Fee shall not exceed $2,000.00 $ __________
$5.00 X ________ LF Coastal or Inland Bank
Fee shall not exceed $750.00 $___________
$0.10 X ________ SF Buffer Zone
Fee shall not exceed $6,500.00 $___________

Existing Overhead Transmission Line ROW (Located on both sides of Route 140) 134-17

NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy (Eversource)

2,717
1,358.50



2018 Fee Schedule page 2 of 2

(B.) EXTENSION of an Order of Conditions:
Single Family Dwelling or minor project (house addition, in ground pool etc)
$300.00 $___________
Subdivision/Commercial 600.00 $___________

(C.) AMENDING AN ORDER OF CONDITIONS:

Single family dwelling or minor project (house, in ground pool etc)

$300.00 plus new alteration fee – refer to (A) above $___________

Subdivision/Commercial $1,000.00 plus new alteration fee – refer to (A) above

$___________

(D.) WETLAND DELINEATION VERIFICATION (WITH OR
WITHOUT A PROPOSED ALTERTATION)
½ acre or less $250.00 $___________
½ acre to 2 acres $500.00 ($100.00/acre thereafter)
not to exceed $3,500.00 $__________

(E.) DOCKS:
$100.00 + $10.00 X _______ LF of dock $___________

(F.) CERTIFICATES OF COMPLIANCE
One new house $250.00 $____________
One activity at an existing house $200.00 $____________
Commercial & Industrial Facilities $1,500.00 $____________
New Roadways 1,500.00 $___________

Partial Certificates of Compliance are the same fee as a Certificate of Compliance

(G.) AFTER THE FACT FILING FEE
$500.00 for a Notice of Intent or Amended Order of Conditions $___________
$250.00 for a Request for Determination of Applicability $___________

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE (including after-the-fact fee if applicable): $___________

Notes:

* Please refer to the Conservation Commission Fee Schedule – dated 8/2018

Please make check or Money Order payable to: THE CITY OF NEW BEDFORD.
Cash is not accepted.

250

1,808.50
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This Notice of Intent (NOI) is being filed with the City of New Bedford Conservation Commission on 
behalf of NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy (Eversource) pursuant to the Massachusetts 
Wetland Protection Act (MA WPA) Massachusetts General Law [M.G.L.] c. 131 § 40 and associated 
Regulations (310 Code of Massachusetts Regulations [CMR] 10.00). Eversource is planning to perform 
subsurface geotechnical investigations within existing and maintained transmission line rights-of-way 
(ROWs) in the city of New Bedford to support the engineering design and pre-construction planning for 
proposed improvements related to transmission system upgrades for the Acushnet to Fall River Reliability 
Project or (AFRRP or the Project).  

The overall Project is a joint effort between Eversource and the New England Power Company d/b/a 
National Grid to improve reliability in the southeastern Massachusetts and Rhode Island area. This phase 
of the Project will involve the advancement of five subsurface investigations in New Bedford (see Figure 
1 at the end of this report). The subsurface investigations will involve geotechnical soil borings and 
limited excavation of test pits to collect data on soil characteristics, seasonal high groundwater and depth 
of bedrock within the existing ROW. Five soil borings will be conducted in the city of New Bedford 
during this investigation (B5-B9). Two of the five borings (B5 and B6) are located in Bordering Vegetated 
Wetland (BVW), one boring is located in the 100-foot-wide wetland buffer zone (B7), and the remaining 
two are located in upland (B8 and B9).  

All work activities will occur within the ROW easement held by Eversource with access to the boring 
locations obtained via access along existing roads, overland routes, or temporary construction matting 
(see Figure 2 for proposed boring locations and access). According to the MA WPA (310 CMR 10.02(2) 
subsurface borings located within the wetland buffer zone or Riverfront Area qualify as “minor activities” 
as they are temporary in nature, have negligible impacts, and are necessary for planning and design 
purposes (e.g., installation of monitoring wells, exploratory borings, sediment sampling and surveying 
and percolation tests for septic systems provided that resource areas are not crossed for site access). 
Therefore, this NOI application is being submitted for the two borings located in BVW. At a future date, 
Eversource will submit a NOI for construction-related work for the overall Project.  

2.0 EXISTING CONDITIONS  

On behalf of Eversource, POWER Engineers, Inc. (POWER) conducted wetland and watercourse 
delineations along Eversource’s existing ROW in New Bedford from May-June 2018 in accordance with 
requirements of the following: 

• Clean Water Act (33 United States Code §§ 1251 et seq., Section 404 and Section 401) 

• MA WPA (M.G.L. c. 131, § 40) and associated Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) 

The wetlands were delineated in accordance with the methodology as outlined in the Handbook on 
Delineating Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
[MassDEP] 1995)1 and the United States Army Corps of Engineers [USACE] Wetland Delineation 

                                                      
 
1 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP). 1995. Handbook on Delineating Bordering Vegetated Wetlands Under the 

Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act. Boston, MA. Division of Wetlands and Waterways. March 1995. 
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Manual (Environmental Laboratory 1987)2 and the subsequent Regional Supplement to the United States 
Army Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Northcentral and Northeast Region (USACE 
2012).3  The town of Acushnet has not adopted a local wetland protection bylaw and therefore local 
jurisdiction of activities in or adjacent to wetlands in Acushnet is limited to the MA WPA. 

BVWs are defined as freshwater wetlands which border on creeks, rivers, streams, ponds and lakes (310 
CMR 10.55(2)(a)). BVWs are areas where the soils are saturated and/or inundated such that they support 
a predominance of wetland indicator plants. The ground and surface water regime and the vegetation 
community which occur in each type of freshwater wetland (wet meadows, marshes, swamps and bogs) 
area are specified in the MA WPA. A 100-foot-wide buffer zone is associated with BVW.  

The two BVW wetlands that are the subject to this NOI, wetlands D44 and D42, are characterized as 
Palustrine Scrub-Shrub (PSS) wetlands dominated by woody deciduous vegetation (shrubs and small 
trees) less than six meters (20 feet) tall. D44 is a mixture of shrub wetland (PSS) and emergent wetland 
(PEM). Long-beaked willow is a common shrub and soft rush is a common emergent species in this 
wetland. Several ditches are also present in this wetland. D44 “borders” on the Acushnet Cedar Swamp. 
D42 abuts Route 140 and the wetland lies to the west of the highway. This is wetland is predominately a 
PSS community comprised of steeplebush, sweet pepperbush, and winterberry. There are large patches of 
persistent emergent vegetation (PEM), predominately the invasive common reed that occurs closer to the 
Route 140 edge. Forested wetland (PFO) occurs on the northern and southern edges of the wetland. D42 
is hydrologically connected via highway drainage and therefore D42 “borders” on the Acushnet Cedar 
Swamp. Representative photographs of both wetlands appear in Appendix A. Appendix B contains the 
USACE wetland and upland data forms used to document wetland delineation, while Appendix C 
contains the MassDEP field data forms for wetland D44 and D42. 

2.1 Rare Species  

State agency data was evaluated to determine whether any Massachusetts state-listed, and/or proposed, 
endangered, or threatened species or critical habitats are known to occur within the Project area in New 
Bedford. Based on the information provided by the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program 
(NHESP) correspondence letters dated April 9, 2018, there are two state-listed species of special concern 
within PH364/EH336 (Appendix D).   

3.0 CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES AND ANTICIPATED RESOURCE 
AREA IMPACTS  

The subsurface investigations will occur at a total of five locations within the city of New Bedford. The 
geotechnical investigations are anticipated to be completed within 30 days, and result in minimal, 
temporary impacts to resource areas. The borings will be advanced to a minimum depth of 30 feet to 
collect information such as thermal resistivity of soil, general soil conditions and profiles, depth to 
bedrock, depth to water table, etc. This information will be used to advance the design of the Project 
including recommendations for foundation types to be employed based on the stability of the soils.  

                                                      
 
2 Environmental Laboratory. 1987. Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual. Technical Report Y-87-1. Vicksburg, MS: U.S. Army 

Engineer Waterways Experiment Station.  
3 United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). 2012. Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: 

Northcentral and Northeast Region, ed. J.S. Wakeley, R.W. Lichvar, and C.V. Noble. ERDC/EL TR-12-1. Vicksburg, MS: U.S. Army 
Engineer Research and Development Center.  
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Eversource has developed construction procedures and policies that govern the way construction activities 
occur within their ROWs to ensure that activities are in accordance with industry standards and conform 
with all applicable environmental regulatory requirements. Erosion and sediment control will be installed 
prior to conducting the geotechnical investigations. These Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be 
installed in accordance with Eversource’s Construction & Maintenance Environmental Requirements - 
Eversource’s Best Management Practices Manual for Massachusetts and Connecticut. No tree removal or 
vegetation clearing is anticipated as part of the geotechnical investigations; however, a circumstance may 
arise where select limb and/or branch trimming may need to be conducted to provide safe vehicular 
access to the proposed boring locations. 

3.1 Wetland Resource Area Impacts  

The geotechnical boring program will result in approximately 2,717 square feet of temporary impacts to 
two BVWs resource areas (wetland D44 and D42). Wetland D44 will have approximately 499 square feet 
of temporary impact and wetland D42 will have 2,218 approximately square feet of temporary impact. 
These impacts will result from the placement of temporary construction mats which will be used to gain 
access to the boring locations.  
 
The proposed subsurface investigations will not result in any permanent loss of wetland resources. 

4.0 MITIGATION MEASURES 

The geotechnical program was designed to avoid and minimize work activities within wetland resource 
areas to the extent practicable. Eversource evaluated access along the length of the geotechnical 
investigations to optimize access to the proposed work areas. The proposed boring locations will be 
accessed from public roads and existing access roads within the ROW, where feasible. The drill rig(s) will 
be maneuvered to avoid the need for vegetation trimming to the greatest extent practicable.  

Drilling rigs will be equipped with emergency spill kits and secondary containment. If a spill occurs, 
potential effects will be controlled and minimized in accordance with Eversource’s BMP Manual and 
Eversource Energy Contractor Rules regarding release notification requirements and spill response 
procedures and notifications. 

4.1 Restoration  

Once the subsurface boring is complete, the temporary construction matting is removed from the 
wetlands. Any ground disturbance will be restored, and the areas will be stabilized. Additional restorative 
measures may be used (e.g., seeding, mulching, restoration of soil compaction) depending on the 
condition of the site once the construction mats are removed. Each boring will be backfilled and stabilized 
immediately after the work is complete. Temporary sediment control devices will be removed following 
the stabilization of disturbed areas. 
 

5.0 CONFORMANCE WITH PERFORMANCE STANDARDS OF THE 
MASSACHUSETTS WETLANDS PROTECTION ACT  

The geotechnical boring program meets the general performance standards for wetland resource areas 
protected by the MA WPA and associated Regulations, whenever feasible. 
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Temporary impacts occur to two BVWs resulting from the placement of temporary construction mats 
needed to access and work within the boring locations. These temporary impacts will be stabilized after 
the construction matting is removed from the wetlands. Any ground disturbance will be restored, and the 
areas will be stabilized. Additional restorative measures may be used (e.g., seeding, mulching, restoration 
of soil compaction) depending on the condition of the site once the construction mats are removed. Each 
boring will be backfilled and stabilized immediately after the work is complete. Temporary sediment 
control devices will be removed following the stabilization of disturbed areas. 

6.0 CONCLUSION 

Exploratory borings are required to provide data needed to complete the engineering phases of the 
proposed AFRRP. Temporary impacts to BVW will be necessary to perform these borings. The 
subsurface investigations were designed to meet the performance standards of the MA WPA. All work is 
proposed within existing and maintained transmission line ROW and the access routes and boring 
locations were selected to minimize impacts to wetland resource areas to the greatest extent practicable. 
Eversource requests that the New Bedford Conservation Commission find the proposed subsurface 
geotechnical investigations in compliance with the MA WPA, and issue an Order of Conditions allowing 
this work to proceed as described in this NOI and shown on the attached plans. 
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Figure 1: Project Locus Map
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FIGURE 2 PROPOSED GEOTECHNICAL BORING LOCATIONS 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Site Location:  Wetland D44 (location of proposed boring B5) 
Photo No. 

1 
Date: 

06-11-18 

 

Direction Photo 
Taken:  
 
West 

Description:   
 
Wetland D44 has a 
mixture of multiflora 
rose (Rosa multiflora) 
and highbush 
blueberry (Vaccinium 
corymbosum) 
comprising the shrub 
layer. 

 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Site Location:  Wetland D44 (location of proposed boring B5) 
Photo No. 

2 
Date:  

06-11-18 

 

Direction Photo 
Taken:   
 
Southeast 

Description:   
 
Sensitive fern (Onoclea 
sensibilis) is dominant 
in portions of the 
wetland D44 emergent 
layer. 

 



 
 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 
Site Location:  Wetland D42 (location of proposed boring B6) 
Photo No. 

3 
Date: 

06-07-18 

 

Direction Photo 
Taken:  
 
East 

Description:   
 
Wetland D42 has a 
mixture of sweet 
pepperbush (Clethra 
alnifolia), winterberry 
(Ilex verticillata), and 
steeplebush (Spiraea 
tomentosa) in the 
shrub layer. 

 PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG 

Site Location:  Wetland D42 (location of proposed boring B6) 
Photo No. 

4 
Date:  

06-07-18 

 

Direction Photo 
Taken:   
 
Southwest 

Description:   
 
A mixture of sedges, 
marsh fern (Thelypteris 
palustris), and spotted 
joe-pye weed 
(Eutrochium 
maculatum) are 
common in the 
emergent layer of 
wetland D42.  
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Lat:

Yes No

,Soil Yes No

,Soil

Yes No

Yes No Yes No
Yes No

X X X
X
X

X
  Iron Deposits (B5)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)   Other (Explain in Remarks)

X

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No Yes No

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Northcentral and Northeast Region

Project/Site: Fall River to Acushnet Reliability Project-114 Line City/County: New Bedford/Bristol Sampling Date: 06/07/2018

Applicant/Owner: Eversource State: MA Sampling Point: WET-D42

Investigator(s): Meaghan Lamothe and Devon Robinson Section, Township, Range: N/A

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.): Depression Local relief (concave, convex, none): Concave Slope (%): 0-2

Subregion (LRR or MLRA): LRR R 41.719346 Long: -70.943857 Datum: WGS-84

Soil Map Unit Name: Swansea muck, 0 to 1 percent slopes NWI Classification: PSS

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year? X (if no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation No No ,or Hydrology No significantly disturbed? Are "Normal Circumstances" present? X
Are Vegetation No No ,or Hydrology No naturally problematic? (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

  Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? X Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?  Hydric Soil Present? X X

  Wetland Hydrology Present? X
If yes, optional Wetland Site ID:

  Remarks: (Explain alternative procedures here or in a separate report.)

This point was determined to be within a wetland due to the presence of all three wetland criteria.

HYDROLOGY
Wetland hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

  Surface Water (A1)   Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Drainage Patterns (B10)

  High Water Table (A2)   Aquatic Fauna (B13)   Moss Trim Lines (B16)

  Saturation (A3)   Marl Deposits (B15)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2)

  Water Marks (B1)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Crayfish Burrows (C8)

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Oxidized Rhizospheres on Living Roots (C3)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Geomorphic Position (D2)

  Shallow Aquitard (D3)

  Microtopographic Relief (D4)

  Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)   FAC-Neutral Test (D5)

  Field Observations:
  Surface Water Present? X Depth (inches): 1
  Water Table Present? X Depth (inches): 4
  Saturation Present? X Depth (inches): 0  Wetland Hydrology Present? X
  (includes capillary fringe)

  Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

  Remarks: 

A positive indication of wetland hydrology was observed (at least one primary indicator).

A positive indication of wetland hydrology was observed (at least two secondary indicators).

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region - Version 2.0
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= Total Cover
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2.
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4.

Yes No

VEGETATION - Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point: WET-D42

Absolute Dominant Indicator   Dominance Test worksheet:

Tree Stratum       (Plot size: 30 feet ) % cover Species? Status   Number of Dominant Species

Acer rubrum 15 Yes FAC   That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC: 6   (A)

  Total Number of Dominant

  Species Across All Strata: 6   (B)

  Percent of Dominant Species

  That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC: 100%   (A/B)

15
  Prevalence Index worksheet:

Total % Cover of: Multiply by:

Sapling/Shrub Stratum       (Plot size: 15 feet )      OBL species 55 x 1 = 55
Spiraea tomentosa 35 Yes FACW      FACW species 100 x 2 = 200
Clethra alnifolia 20 Yes FAC      FAC species 35 x 3 = 105
Ilex verticillata 15 No FACW      FACU species 0 x 4 = 0
Spiraea alba 10 No FACW      UPL species 0 x 5 = 0

     Column Totals: 190     (A) 360

Prevalence Index = B/A = 1.89
80 = Total Cover

  Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:
1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

Herb Stratum      (Plot size: 5 feet ) 2 - Dominance Test is >50%

Scirpus cyperinus 35 Yes OBL 3 - Prevalence Index is ≤ 3.01

Thelypteris palustris 25 Yes FACW 4 - Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting

Eutrochium maculatum 20 Yes OBL       data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Impatiens capensis 15 No FACW Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain)

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must

  be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

  Definitions of Vegetation Strata:
Tree  - Woody plants 3 in. (7.6 cm) or more in diameter

at breast height (DBH), regardless of  height.

Sapling/Shrub - Woody plants  less than 3 in. DBH

95.00 = Total Cover and greater than or equal to 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.

Herb - All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless

Woody Vine Stratum   (Plot size: 15 feet ) of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

None Observed
Woody vines - All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in height.

  Hydrophytic
= Total Cover   Vegetation

  Present? X

Remarks:  (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

A positive indication of hydrophytic vegetation was observed (>50% of dominant species indexed as OBL, FACW, or FAC).

A positive indication of hydrophytic vegetation was observed (Prevalence Index is ≤ 3.00).

Forested wetland off ROW on southern edge. 

Sphagnum moss cover in plot ~30%. 

Species within the Sapling/Shrub stratum which have less than 5% cover include: Toxicodendron vernix and Vaccinium corymbosum.

Species within the Herbaceous stratum which have less than 5% cover include: Spiraea tomentosa, Solidago gigantea, Onoclea senseibilis.

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region - Version 2.0



% %

2/1 100 —

5/1 100 —

X

Yes No

SOIL Sampling Point: WET-D42

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth 
(inches)

Matrix Redox Features

Color (moist) Color (moist) Type1 Loc2 Texture Remarks

0-4 Oi

4-9 Oa

9-11 10YR None — — SiL

11-16 2.5Y None — — FSa

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains. 2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.

Hydric Soils Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3:
Histosol (A1) Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR R, 2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR K, L, MLRA 149B)
Histic Epipedon (A2)  MLRA 149B) Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (LRR K, L, R)
Black Histic (A3) Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR R, MLRA 149B) 5 cm Mucky Peat or Peat (S3) (LRR K, L, R)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4) Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR K, L) Dark Surface (S7) (LRR K, L, M)
Stratified Layers (A5) Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2) Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR K, L)
Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11) Depleted Matrix (F3) Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR K, L)
Thick Dark Surface (A12) Redox Dark Surface (F6) Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR K, L, R)
Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) Depleted Dark Surface (F7) Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149B)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4) Redox Depressions (F8) Mesic Spodic (TA6) (MLRA 144A, 145, 149B)
Sandy Redox (S5) Red Parent Material (F21)

Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4) Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12)

Stripped Matrix (S6) Other (Explain in Remarks)

Dark Surface (S7) (LRR R, MLRA 149B)

3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and wetland hydrology must be present, unless disturbed or problematic.
Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Type: N/A

Depth (inches): N/A Hydric Soil Present? X

Remarks:

A positive indication of hydric soil was observed.

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region - Version 2.0



Lat:

Yes No

,Soil Yes No

,Soil

Yes No

Yes No Yes No
Yes No

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)   Other (Explain in Remarks)

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No Yes No

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Northcentral and Northeast Region

Project/Site: Fall River to Acushnet Reliability Project-114 Line City/County: New Bedford/Bristol Sampling Date: 06/07/2018

Applicant/Owner: Eversource State: MA Sampling Point: UPL-D42

Investigator(s): Meaghan Lamothe and Devon Robinson Section, Township, Range: N/A

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.): Hillslope Local relief (concave, convex, none): Convex Slope (%): 2-5

Subregion (LRR or MLRA): LRR R 41.719333 Long: -70.944099 Datum: WGS-84

Soil Map Unit Name: Woodbridge fine sandy loam, 0 to 8 percent slopes, extremely stony NWI Classification: Scrub-Shrub Upland

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year? X (if no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation No No ,or Hydrology No significantly disturbed? Are "Normal Circumstances" present? X
Are Vegetation No No ,or Hydrology No naturally problematic? (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

  Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? X Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?  Hydric Soil Present? X X

  Wetland Hydrology Present? X
If yes, optional Wetland Site ID:

  Remarks: (Explain alternative procedures here or in a separate report.)

This point was determined not to be within a wetland due to the lack of hydric soils and wetland hydrology.

HYDROLOGY
Wetland hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

  Surface Water (A1)   Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Drainage Patterns (B10)

  High Water Table (A2)   Aquatic Fauna (B13)   Moss Trim Lines (B16)

  Saturation (A3)   Marl Deposits (B15)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2)

  Water Marks (B1)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Crayfish Burrows (C8)

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Oxidized Rhizospheres on Living Roots (C3)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Geomorphic Position (D2)

  Shallow Aquitard (D3)

  Microtopographic Relief (D4)

  Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)   FAC-Neutral Test (D5)

  Field Observations:
  Surface Water Present? X Depth (inches): 

  Water Table Present? X Depth (inches): 

  Saturation Present? X Depth (inches):  Wetland Hydrology Present? X
  (includes capillary fringe)

  Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

  Remarks: 

No positive indication of wetland hydrology was observed.

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region - Version 2.0
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VEGETATION - Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point: UPL-D42

Absolute Dominant Indicator   Dominance Test worksheet:

Tree Stratum       (Plot size: 30 feet ) % cover Species? Status   Number of Dominant Species

Pinus strobus 5 Yes FACU   That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC: 3   (A)

  Total Number of Dominant

  Species Across All Strata: 5   (B)

  Percent of Dominant Species

  That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC: 60%   (A/B)

5
  Prevalence Index worksheet:

Total % Cover of: Multiply by:

Sapling/Shrub Stratum       (Plot size: 15 feet )      OBL species 0 x 1 = 0
Kalmia angustifolia 25 Yes FAC      FACW species 30 x 2 = 60
Pinus strobus 5 No FACU      FAC species 45 x 3 = 135
Acer rubrum 5 No FAC      FACU species 75 x 4 = 300

     UPL species 0 x 5 = 0
     Column Totals: 150     (A) 495

Prevalence Index = B/A = 3.30
35 = Total Cover

  Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:
1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

Herb Stratum      (Plot size: 5 feet ) 2 - Dominance Test is >50%

Rubus flagellaris 65 Yes FACU 3 - Prevalence Index is ≤ 3.01

Osmundastrum cinnamomeum 20 Yes FACW 4 - Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting

Solidago gigantea 10 No FACW       data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain)

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must

  be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

  Definitions of Vegetation Strata:
Tree  - Woody plants 3 in. (7.6 cm) or more in diameter

at breast height (DBH), regardless of  height.

Sapling/Shrub - Woody plants  less than 3 in. DBH

95.00 = Total Cover and greater than or equal to 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.

Herb - All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless

Woody Vine Stratum   (Plot size: 15 feet ) of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Smilax rotundifolia 15 Yes FAC

Woody vines - All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in height.

  Hydrophytic
15 = Total Cover   Vegetation

  Present? X

Remarks:  (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

A positive indication of hydrophytic vegetation was observed (>50% of dominant species indexed as OBL, FACW, or FAC).

Quercus coccinea in the Tree stratum  has a percent cover of 10% but the wetland indicator status is Not Classified

Species within the Tree stratum which have less than 5% cover include: Acer rubrum.

Species within the Sapling/Shrub stratum which have less than 5% cover include: Vaccinium corymbosum, Elaeagnus umbellata, Quercus coccinea, Populus 
tremuloides.

Species within the Woody Vine stratum which have less than 5% cover include: Acer rubrum, Vaccinium corymbosum, Pinus strobus, Streptopus amplexifolius.

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region - Version 2.0



% %

2/1 100 —

2/2 100 —

6/2 100 —

Yes No

SOIL Sampling Point: UPL-D42

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth 
(inches)

Matrix Redox Features

Color (moist) Color (moist) Type1 Loc2 Texture Remarks

0-2 Organic

2-7 10YR None — — SaL gravels at 20%

7-10 10YR None — — LSa gravels at 35%

10-16 2.5Y None — — Sa gravels at 60%

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains. 2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.

Hydric Soils Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3:
Histosol (A1) Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR R, 2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR K, L, MLRA 149B)
Histic Epipedon (A2)  MLRA 149B) Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (LRR K, L, R)
Black Histic (A3) Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR R, MLRA 149B) 5 cm Mucky Peat or Peat (S3) (LRR K, L, R)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4) Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR K, L) Dark Surface (S7) (LRR K, L, M)
Stratified Layers (A5) Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2) Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR K, L)
Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11) Depleted Matrix (F3) Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR K, L)
Thick Dark Surface (A12) Redox Dark Surface (F6) Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR K, L, R)
Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) Depleted Dark Surface (F7) Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149B)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4) Redox Depressions (F8) Mesic Spodic (TA6) (MLRA 144A, 145, 149B)
Sandy Redox (S5) Red Parent Material (F21)

Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4) Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12)

Stripped Matrix (S6) Other (Explain in Remarks)

Dark Surface (S7) (LRR R, MLRA 149B)

3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and wetland hydrology must be present, unless disturbed or problematic.
Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Type: N/A

Depth (inches): N/A Hydric Soil Present? X

Remarks:

No positive indication of hydric soils was observed.

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region - Version 2.0



Lat:

Yes No

,Soil Yes No

,Soil

Yes No

Yes No Yes No
Yes No

X X
X
X

X
  Iron Deposits (B5)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)   Other (Explain in Remarks)

X

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No Yes No

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Northcentral and Northeast Region

Project/Site: Fall River to Acushnet Reliability Project-114 Line City/County: New Bedford/Bristol Sampling Date: 06/11/2018

Applicant/Owner: Eversource State: MA Sampling Point: WET-D43-D44

Investigator(s): Meaghan Lamothe and Devon Robinson Section, Township, Range: N/A

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.): Depression Local relief (concave, convex, none): Concave Slope (%): 0-3

Subregion (LRR or MLRA): LRR R 41.719629 Long: -70.938189 Datum: WGS-84

Soil Map Unit Name: Scarboro mucky fine sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes NWI Classification: PEM/PSS

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year? X (if no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation No No ,or Hydrology No significantly disturbed? Are "Normal Circumstances" present? X
Are Vegetation No No ,or Hydrology No naturally problematic? (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

  Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? X Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?  Hydric Soil Present? X X

  Wetland Hydrology Present? X
If yes, optional Wetland Site ID:

  Remarks: (Explain alternative procedures here or in a separate report.)

This point was determined to be within a wetland due to the presence of all three wetland criteria.

Wetland is predominately PSS. 

HYDROLOGY
Wetland hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

  Surface Water (A1)   Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Drainage Patterns (B10)

  High Water Table (A2)   Aquatic Fauna (B13)   Moss Trim Lines (B16)

  Saturation (A3)   Marl Deposits (B15)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2)

  Water Marks (B1)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Crayfish Burrows (C8)

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Oxidized Rhizospheres on Living Roots (C3)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Geomorphic Position (D2)

  Shallow Aquitard (D3)

  Microtopographic Relief (D4)

  Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)   FAC-Neutral Test (D5)

  Field Observations:
  Surface Water Present? X Depth (inches): 

  Water Table Present? X Depth (inches): 9
  Saturation Present? X Depth (inches): 5  Wetland Hydrology Present? X
  (includes capillary fringe)

  Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

  Remarks: 

A positive indication of wetland hydrology was observed (at least one primary indicator).

A positive indication of wetland hydrology was observed (at least two secondary indicators).

Water table at 12 inches and rising.  Water is seeping into the pit at 9 inches and rising.

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region - Version 2.0
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VEGETATION - Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point: WET-D43-D44

Absolute Dominant Indicator   Dominance Test worksheet:

Tree Stratum       (Plot size: 30 feet ) % cover Species? Status   Number of Dominant Species

Acer rubrum 15 Yes FAC   That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC: 5   (A)

Pinus strobus 10 Yes FACU

  Total Number of Dominant

  Species Across All Strata: 7   (B)

  Percent of Dominant Species

  That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC: 71%   (A/B)

25
  Prevalence Index worksheet:

Total % Cover of: Multiply by:

Sapling/Shrub Stratum       (Plot size: 15 feet )      OBL species 30 x 1 = 30
Rosa multiflora 30 Yes FACU      FACW species 95 x 2 = 190
Salix bebbiana 15 Yes FACW      FAC species 20 x 3 = 60
Vaccinium corymbosum 15 Yes FACW      FACU species 40 x 4 = 160
Viburnum dentatum 5 No FAC      UPL species 0 x 5 = 0

     Column Totals: 185     (A) 440

Prevalence Index = B/A = 2.38
65 = Total Cover

  Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:
1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

Herb Stratum      (Plot size: 5 feet ) 2 - Dominance Test is >50%

Onoclea sensibilis 60 Yes FACW 3 - Prevalence Index is ≤ 3.01

Juncus effusus 25 Yes OBL 4 - Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting

Eutrochium maculatum 5 No OBL       data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Solidago gigantea 5 No FACW Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain)

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must

  be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

  Definitions of Vegetation Strata:
Tree  - Woody plants 3 in. (7.6 cm) or more in diameter

at breast height (DBH), regardless of  height.

Sapling/Shrub - Woody plants  less than 3 in. DBH

95.00 = Total Cover and greater than or equal to 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.

Herb - All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless

Woody Vine Stratum   (Plot size: 15 feet ) of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

None Observed
Woody vines - All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in height.

  Hydrophytic
= Total Cover   Vegetation

  Present? X

Remarks:  (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

A positive indication of hydrophytic vegetation was observed (>50% of dominant species indexed as OBL, FACW, or FAC).

A positive indication of hydrophytic vegetation was observed (Prevalence Index is ≤ 3.00).

Tree stratum on Edge of plot. 

Species within the Herbaceous stratum which have less than 5% cover include: Carex intumescens, Spiraea tomentosa, Lysimachia terrestris, Solidago 
graminifolia, Carex lurida, Panicum vigatum.

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region - Version 2.0



% %

2/1 100 —

6/2 100 —

X

Yes No

SOIL Sampling Point: WET-D43-D44

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth 
(inches)

Matrix Redox Features

Color (moist) Color (moist) Type1 Loc2 Texture Remarks

0-10 Oa

10-12 10YR None — — MkSiL

12-18 2.5Y None — — Fsa

Thick Dark Surface (A12) Redox Dark Surface (F6) Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR K, L, R)
Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) Depleted Dark Surface (F7) Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149B)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4) Redox Depressions (F8) Mesic Spodic (TA6) (MLRA 144A, 145, 149B)
Sandy Redox (S5) Red Parent Material (F21)

Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4) Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12)

Stripped Matrix (S6) Other (Explain in Remarks)

Dark Surface (S7) (LRR R, MLRA 149B)

3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and wetland hydrology must be present, unless disturbed or problematic.
Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Type: N/A

Depth (inches): N/A Hydric Soil Present? X

Remarks:

A positive indication of hydric soil was observed.

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region - Version 2.0

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains. 2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.

Hydric Soils Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3:
Histosol (A1) Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR R, 2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR K, L, MLRA 149B)
Histic Epipedon (A2)  MLRA 149B) Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (LRR K, L, R)
Black Histic (A3) Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR R, MLRA 149B) 5 cm Mucky Peat or Peat (S3) (LRR K, L, R)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4) Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR K, L) Dark Surface (S7) (LRR K, L, M)
Stratified Layers (A5) Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2) Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR K, L)
Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11) Depleted Matrix (F3) Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR K, L)



Lat:

Yes No

,Soil Yes No

,Soil

Yes No

Yes No Yes No
Yes No

  Iron Deposits (B5)   Thin Muck Surface (C7)

  Inundation Visible on Aerial Imagery (B7)   Other (Explain in Remarks)

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No Yes No

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region - Version 2.0

  Field Observations:
  Surface Water Present? X Depth (inches): 

  Water Table Present? X Depth (inches): 

  Saturation Present? X Depth (inches):  Wetland Hydrology Present? X
  (includes capillary fringe)

  Describe Recorded Data (stream gauge, monitoring well, aerial photos, previous inspections), if available: 

  Remarks: 

No positive indication of wetland hydrology was observed.

If yes, optional Wetland Site ID:

  Remarks: (Explain alternative procedures here or in a separate report.)

This point was determined not to be within a wetland due to the lack of all three wetland criteria.

HYDROLOGY
Wetland hydrology Indicators: Secondary Indicators (minimum of two required)

Primary Indicators (minimum of one is required; check all that apply)   Surface Soil Cracks (B6)

  Surface Water (A1)   Water-Stained Leaves (B9)   Drainage Patterns (B10)

  High Water Table (A2)   Aquatic Fauna (B13)   Moss Trim Lines (B16)

  Saturation (A3)   Marl Deposits (B15)   Dry-Season Water Table (C2)

  Water Marks (B1)   Hydrogen Sulfide Odor (C1)   Crayfish Burrows (C8)

  Sediment Deposits (B2)   Oxidized Rhizospheres on Living Roots (C3)   Saturation Visible on Aerial Imagery (C9)

  Drift Deposits (B3)   Presence of Reduced Iron (C4)   Stunted or Stressed Plants (D1)

  Algal Mat or Crust (B4)   Recent Iron Reduction in Tilled Soils (C6)   Geomorphic Position (D2)

  Shallow Aquitard (D3)

  Microtopographic Relief (D4)

  Sparsely Vegetated Concave Surface (B8)   FAC-Neutral Test (D5)

Soil Map Unit Name: Ridgebury fine sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes, extremely stony NWI Classification: Scrub-Shrub Upland

Are climatic / hydrologic conditions on the site typical for this time of year? X (if no, explain in Remarks.)

Are Vegetation No No ,or Hydrology No significantly disturbed? Are "Normal Circumstances" present? X
Are Vegetation No No ,or Hydrology No naturally problematic? (If needed, explain any answers in Remarks.)

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS - Attach site map showing sampling point locations, transects, important features, etc. 

  Hydrophytic Vegetation Present? X Is the Sampled Area
within a Wetland?  Hydric Soil Present? X X

  Wetland Hydrology Present? X

WETLAND DETERMINATION DATA FORM - Northcentral and Northeast Region

Project/Site: Fall River to Acushnet Reliability Project-114 Line City/County: New Bedford/Bristol Sampling Date: 06/11/2018

Applicant/Owner: Eversource State: MA Sampling Point: UPL-D43-D44

Investigator(s): Meaghan Lamothe and Devon Robinson Section, Township, Range: N/A

Landform (hillslope, terrace, etc.): Hillslope Local relief (concave, convex, none): Convex Slope (%): 2-5

Subregion (LRR or MLRA): LRR R 41.719632 Long: -70.937998 Datum: WGS-84



1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

= Total Cover

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.  (B)

6.

7.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Yes No

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region - Version 2.0

  Present? X

Remarks:  (Include photo numbers here or on a separate sheet.)

No positive indication of hydrophytic vegetation was observed.

Species within the Sapling/Shrub stratum which have less than 5% cover include: Pinus strobus and Vaccinium corymbosum.

Species within the Herbaceous stratum which have less than 5% cover include: Viburnum dentatum, Parthenocissus quinquefolia, Quercus alba, 
Toxicodendron radicans.

Herb - All herbaceous (non-woody) plants, regardless

Woody Vine Stratum   (Plot size: 15 feet ) of size, and woody plants less than 3.28 ft tall.

Smilax rotundifolia 5 Yes FAC

Woody vines - All woody vines greater than 3.28 ft in height.

  Hydrophytic
5 = Total Cover   Vegetation

  be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

  Definitions of Vegetation Strata:
Tree  - Woody plants 3 in. (7.6 cm) or more in diameter

at breast height (DBH), regardless of  height.

Sapling/Shrub - Woody plants  less than 3 in. DBH

60.00 = Total Cover and greater than or equal to 3.28 ft (1 m) tall.

120     (A) 415

Prevalence Index = B/A = 3.46
25 = Total Cover

  Hydrophytic Vegetation Indicators:
1 - Rapid Test for Hydrophytic Vegetation

Herb Stratum      (Plot size: 5 feet ) 2 - Dominance Test is >50%

Gaultheria procumbens 25 Yes FACU 3 - Prevalence Index is ≤ 3.01

Solidago latissimifolia 15 Yes OBL 4 - Morphological Adaptations1 (Provide supporting

Solidago rugosa 15 Yes FAC       data in Remarks or on a separate sheet)

Holcus lanatus 5 No FACU Problematic Hydrophytic Vegetation1 (Explain)

1Indicators of hydric soil and wetland hydrology must

  That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC: 43%   (A/B)

30
  Prevalence Index worksheet:

Total % Cover of: Multiply by:

Sapling/Shrub Stratum       (Plot size: 15 feet )      OBL species 15 x 1 = 15
Rosa multiflora 25 Yes FACU      FACW species 0 x 2 = 0

     FAC species 20 x 3 = 60
     FACU species 85 x 4 = 340
     UPL species 0 x 5 = 0
     Column Totals:

VEGETATION - Use scientific names of plants. Sampling Point: UPL-D43-D44

Absolute Dominant Indicator   Dominance Test worksheet:

Tree Stratum       (Plot size: 30 feet ) % cover Species? Status   Number of Dominant Species

Quercus alba 20 Yes FACU   That Are OBL, FACW, or FAC: 3   (A)

Pinus strobus 10 Yes FACU

  Total Number of Dominant

  Species Across All Strata: 7   (B)

  Percent of Dominant Species



% %

2/1 100 —

3/2 100 —

Yes No

Restrictive Layer (if observed):

Type: N/A

Depth (inches): N/A Hydric Soil Present? X

Remarks:

No positive indication of hydric soils was observed.

US Army Corps of Engineers Northcentral and Northeast Region - Version 2.0

1Type:  C=Concentration, D=Depletion, RM=Reduced Matrix, MS=Masked Sand Grains. 2Location:  PL=Pore Lining, M=Matrix.

Hydric Soils Indicators: Indicators for Problematic Hydric Soils3:
Histosol (A1) Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR R, 2 cm Muck (A10) (LRR K, L, MLRA 149B)
Histic Epipedon (A2)  MLRA 149B) Coast Prairie Redox (A16) (LRR K, L, R)
Black Histic (A3) Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR R, MLRA 149B) 5 cm Mucky Peat or Peat (S3) (LRR K, L, R)
Hydrogen Sulfide (A4) Loamy Mucky Mineral (F1) (LRR K, L) Dark Surface (S7) (LRR K, L, M)
Stratified Layers (A5) Loamy Gleyed Matrix (F2) Polyvalue Below Surface (S8) (LRR K, L)
Depleted Below Dark Surface (A11) Depleted Matrix (F3) Thin Dark Surface (S9) (LRR K, L)
Thick Dark Surface (A12) Redox Dark Surface (F6) Iron-Manganese Masses (F12) (LRR K, L, R)
Sandy Mucky Mineral (S1) Depleted Dark Surface (F7) Piedmont Floodplain Soils (F19) (MLRA 149B)
Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4) Redox Depressions (F8) Mesic Spodic (TA6) (MLRA 144A, 145, 149B)
Sandy Redox (S5) Red Parent Material (F21)

Sandy Gleyed Matrix (S4) Very Shallow Dark Surface (TF12)

Stripped Matrix (S6) Other (Explain in Remarks)

Dark Surface (S7) (LRR R, MLRA 149B)

3Indicators of hydrophytic vegetation and wetland hydrology must be present, unless disturbed or problematic.

SOIL Sampling Point: UPL-D43-D44

Profile Description:  (Describe to the depth needed to document the indicator or confirm the absence of indicators.)

Depth 
(inches)

Matrix Redox Features

Color (moist) Color (moist) Type1 Loc2 Texture Remarks

0-3 Organic

3-13 10YR None — — SiL gravels at 30%

13-17 2.5Y None — — LSa gravels at 40%
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MassDEP Bordering Vegetated Wetland (310 CMR 10.55) Delineation Field Data Form

Applicant:_________________________ Prepared by:______________________ Project location:__________________ DEP File #:_______________
Check all that apply:

Vegetation alone presumed adequate to delineate BVW boundary: fill out Section I only
Vegetation and other indicators of hydrology usedto delineateBVW boundary: fill out Sections I and II
Method other than dominance test used (attach additional information)

Section I.

Vegetation Observation Plot Number: Transect Number: Date of Delineation:
A. Sample Layer & Plant Species 
(by common/scientific name)

B. Percent Cover 
(or basal Area)

C. Percent 
Dominance

D. Dominant Plant (yes or no) E. Wetland Indicator Category*

* Use an asterisk to mark wetland indicator plants: plant species listed in the Wetlands Protection Act (MGL c.131, s.40); plants in the genus Sphagnum; plants listed as
FAC, FAC+, FACW-, FACW, FACW+, or OBL; or plants with physiological or morphological adaptations. If any plants are identified as wetland indicator plants due to 
physiological or morphological adaptations, describe the adaptation next to the asterisk. 

Vegetation conclusion:
Number of dominant wetland indicator plants:  Number of dominant non-wetland indicator plants:

Is the number of dominant wetland plants equal to or greater than the number of dominant non-wetland plants?  yes   no

If vegetation alone is presumed adequate to delineate the BVW boundary, submit this form with the Request for Determination of Applicability or Notice of Intent

Eversource M. Lamothe New Bedford, Wetland D42

D42 6/07/2018

Acer rubrum FAC*

Spiraea tomentosa FACW*
Clethra alnifolia FAC*
Ilex verticillata FACW
Spiraea alba FACW

Scirpus cyperinus OBL*
Thelypteris palustris FACW*
Eutrochium maculatum OBL*
Impatiens capensis FACW

15*

35*
20*
15
10

35*
25*
20*
15

6 0

YES

✔



Section II. Indicators of Hydrology    
  

Hydric Soil Interpretation

1. Soil Survey

Is there a published soil survey for this site? yes   no 
title/date: 
map number: 
soil type mapped: 
hydric soil inclusions: 

Are field observations consistent with soil survey? yes   no
Remarks:

2. Soil Description
Horizon   Depth   Matrix Color   Mottles Color

Remarks:

3. Other: 

Conclusion: Is soil hydric? yes   no

Other Indicators of Hydrology: (check all that apply & describe)

Site Inundated: __________________________________

Depth to free water in observation hole: _______________

Depth to soil saturation in observation hole: ____________

Water marks: ____________________________________

Drift lines: _______________________________________

Sediment Deposits: ________________________________

Drainage patterns in BVW: __________________________

Oxidized rhizospheres: _____________________________

Water-stained leaves: ______________________________

Recorded Data (streams, lake, or tidal gauge; aerial photo; other):
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Other: __________________________________________________

Vegetation and Hydrology Conclusion
       Yes   No

Number of wetland indicator plants
> # of non-wetland indicator plants   ____    ____

Wetland hydrology present:
  

Hydric soil present    ____   _____

Other indicators of hydrology present  ____   _____

Sample location is in a BVW    ____   _____

Submit this form with the Request for Determination of Applicability or Notice of Intent.

1 in
4 in

0 in

Geomorphic position

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Web Soil Survey - Bristol County, MA S. Part, 2017

Swansea muck, 0 to 1 percent slopes

YES

✔

Oi
Oa
A
Bw

0-4
4-9
9-11
11-16

10YR 2/1
2.5Y 5/1

ACOE Indicator: Histic Epipedon (A2)



MassDEP Bordering Vegetated Wetland (310 CMR 10.55) Delineation Field Data Form

Applicant:_________________________ Prepared by:______________________ Project location:__________________ DEP File #:_______________
Check all that apply:

Vegetation alone presumed adequate to delineate BVW boundary: fill out Section I only
Vegetation and other indicators of hydrology usedto delineateBVW boundary: fill out Sections I and II
Method other than dominance test used (attach additional information)

Section I.

Vegetation Observation Plot Number: Transect Number: Date of Delineation:
A. Sample Layer & Plant Species 
(by common/scientific name)

B. Percent Cover 
(or basal Area)

C. Percent 
Dominance

D. Dominant Plant (yes or no) E. Wetland Indicator Category*

* Use an asterisk to mark wetland indicator plants: plant species listed in the Wetlands Protection Act (MGL c.131, s.40); plants in the genus Sphagnum; plants listed as
FAC, FAC+, FACW-, FACW, FACW+, or OBL; or plants with physiological or morphological adaptations. If any plants are identified as wetland indicator plants due to 
physiological or morphological adaptations, describe the adaptation next to the asterisk. 

Vegetation conclusion:
Number of dominant wetland indicator plants:  Number of dominant non-wetland indicator plants:

Is the number of dominant wetland plants equal to or greater than the number of dominant non-wetland plants?  yes   no

If vegetation alone is presumed adequate to delineate the BVW boundary, submit this form with the Request for Determination of Applicability or Notice of Intent

Eversource M. Lamothe New Bedford,
Wetland D43 & D44

D43 & D44 6/11/2018

Acer rubum FAC*
Pinus strobus FACU

Rosa multiflora FACU
Salix bebbiana FACW*
Vaccinium corymbosum FACW*
Viburnum dentatum FAC

Onoclea sensibilis FACW*
Juncus effusus OBL*
Eutrochium maculatum OBL
Solidago gigantea FACW

15*
10*

30*
15*
15*
5

60*
25*
5
5

5 2

YES

✔



Section II. Indicators of Hydrology    
  

Hydric Soil Interpretation

1. Soil Survey

Is there a published soil survey for this site? yes   no 
title/date: 
map number: 
soil type mapped: 
hydric soil inclusions: 

Are field observations consistent with soil survey? yes   no
Remarks:

2. Soil Description
Horizon   Depth   Matrix Color   Mottles Color

Remarks:

3. Other: 

Conclusion: Is soil hydric? yes   no

Other Indicators of Hydrology: (check all that apply & describe)

Site Inundated: __________________________________

Depth to free water in observation hole: _______________

Depth to soil saturation in observation hole: ____________

Water marks: ____________________________________

Drift lines: _______________________________________

Sediment Deposits: ________________________________

Drainage patterns in BVW: __________________________

Oxidized rhizospheres: _____________________________

Water-stained leaves: ______________________________

Recorded Data (streams, lake, or tidal gauge; aerial photo; other):
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Other: __________________________________________________

Vegetation and Hydrology Conclusion
       Yes   No

Number of wetland indicator plants
> # of non-wetland indicator plants   ____    ____

Wetland hydrology present:
  

Hydric soil present    ____   _____

Other indicators of hydrology present  ____   _____

Sample location is in a BVW    ____   _____

Submit this form with the Request for Determination of Applicability or Notice of Intent.

9 in

5 in

Geomorphic position

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Web Soil Survey - Bristol County, MA S. Part, 2017

Scarboro mucky fine sandy loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes

YES

✔

Oa
A
Bg

0-10
10-12
12-18

10YR 2/1
2.5Y 6/2

ACOE Indicator: Histic Epipedon (A2)
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April 09, 2018 
 

Denise Bartone 
Eversource Energy  
247 Station Dr, SE270 
Westwood, MA 02090 
 
RE:         Project Location: Fall River to Acushnet Reliability Project- 114 Line 
 Existing Eversource ROW 143   

Town: ACUSHNET, DARTMOUTH, NEW BEDFORD 
NHESP Tracking No.: 18-37556 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Thank you for contacting the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program of the MA Division of 
Fisheries & Wildlife (the “Division”) for information regarding state-listed rare species in the vicinity of 
the above referenced site.  Based on the information provided, this project site, or a portion thereof, is 
located within Priority Habitat 364 & 517 (PH 364, PH 517) and Estimated Habitat 336 & 449 (EH 336, 
EH 449) as indicated in the Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas (14th Edition).  Our database indicates 
that the following state-listed rare species have been found in the vicinity of the site: 
 
Priority Habitat 364 & Estimated Habitat 336: 

Scientific name Common Name Taxonomic Group State Status 
Terrapene carolina Eastern Box Turtle Reptile Special Concern 

 
Priority Habitat 517 & Estimated Habitat 449: 

Scientific name Common Name Taxonomic Group State Status 
Panicum rigidulum ssp pubescens Long-Leaved Panic-Grass Plant Threatened 

Terrapene carolina Eastern Box Turtle Reptile Special Concern 
 
The species listed above are protected under the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) (M.G.L. 
c. 131A) and its implementing regulations (321 CMR 10.00).  State-listed wildlife are also protected 
under the state’s Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) (M.G.L. c. 131, s. 40) and its implementing regulations 
(310 CMR 10.00).  Fact sheets for most state-listed rare species can be found on our website 
(www.mass.gov/nhesp). 
   
Please note that projects and activities located within Priority and/or Estimated Habitat must be 
reviewed by the Division for compliance with the state-listed rare species protection provisions of MESA 
(321 CMR 10.00) and/or the WPA (310 CMR 10.00).   
 
Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) 
If the project site is within Estimated Habitat and a Notice of Intent (NOI) is required, then a copy of the 
NOI must be submitted to the Division so that it is received at the same time as the local conservation 

www.mass.gov/nhesp


NHESP File No. 18-37556,Page 2 of 2 
 

 

commission.  If the Division determines that the proposed project will adversely affect the actual 
Resource Area habitat of state-protected wildlife, then the proposed project may not be permitted (310 
CMR 10.37, 10.58(4)(b) & 10.59).  In such a case, the project proponent may request a consultation with 
the Division to discuss potential project design modifications that would avoid adverse effects to rare 
wildlife habitat.  
 
A streamlined joint MESA/WPA review process is available.  When filing a Notice of Intent (NOI), the 
applicant may file concurrently under the MESA on the same NOI form and qualify for a 30-day 
streamlined joint review.  For a copy of the NOI form, please visit the MA Department of Environmental 
Protection’s website:  http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/service/approvals/wpa-form-
3.html. 
 
MA Endangered Species Act (MESA) 
If the proposed project is located within Priority Habitat and is not exempt from review (see 321 CMR 
10.14), then project plans, a fee, and other required materials must be sent to Natural Heritage 
Regulatory Review to determine whether a probable Take under the MA Endangered Species Act would 
occur (321 CMR 10.18).  Please note that all proposed and anticipated development must be disclosed, 
as MESA does not allow project segmentation (321 CMR 10.16).  For a MESA filing checklist and 
additional information please see our website: www.mass.gov/dfw/nhesp/regulatory-review.   
 
We recommend that rare species habitat concerns be addressed during the project design phase prior 
to submission of a formal MESA filing, as avoidance and minimization of impacts to rare species and 
their habitats is likely to expedite endangered species regulatory review.   
 
This evaluation is based on the most recent information available in the Natural Heritage database, 
which is constantly being expanded and updated through ongoing research and inventory. If the 
purpose of your inquiry is to generate a species list to fulfill the federal Endangered Species Act (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) information requirements for a permit, proposal, or authorization of any kind from a 
federal agency, we recommend that you contact the National Marine Fisheries Service at (978)281-9328 
and use the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Information for Planning and Conservation website 
(https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac). If you have any questions regarding this letter please contact Melany 
Cheeseman, Endangered Species Review Assistant, at (508) 389-6357. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Thomas W. French, Ph.D. 
Assistant Director 
 
 

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/service/approvals/wpa-form-3.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/service/approvals/wpa-form-3.html
www.mass.gov/dfw/nhesp/regulatory-review
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac
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Notification to Abutters Under the City of New Bedford Wetlands Ordinance 

 
In Accordance with the City of New Bedford Wetlands Ordinance (New Bedford Code of 
Ordinances Sections 15-101 through 15-112) you are hereby notified of the following. 
 
The name of the applicant is NSTAR Electric Company d/b/a Eversource Energy (Eversource). 
 
 

The applicant has filed a Notice of Intent for the municipality of New Bedford, Massachusetts 
seeking permission to remove, fill, dredge, or alter an area subject to protection under the City 
of New Bedford Wetlands Ordinance (New Bedford Code of Ordinances Sections 15-101 
through 15-112). 
 
The address of the lot where the activity is proposed to occur is within the existing 
transmission line right-of-way (ROW) held by Eversource and historical access roads used to 
gain access to the ROW. Two geotechnical boring locations are located in wetlands within the 
city of New Bedford on either side of Route 140. The location of each work activity is 
proposed at Map Parcel ID: 134-17; Location ID: F809306_2723258 and Map Number: 134; 
Location ID: F_807692_2723276. 
 
Copies of the Notice of Intent may be examined at the New Bedford Conservation 
Commission, City Hall, 133 William Street Room 304 New Bedford, MA 02740 between the 
hours of 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday. For more information call (508) 991-
6188. 

 
Copies of the Notice of Intent may be obtained from the applicant’s representative, POWER 
Engineers, Inc. at (774) 643-1821 or karen.hanecak@powereng.com between the hours of 8:00 
AM and 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday. 
 
Information regarding the date, time and place of the public hearing may be obtained from 
the New Bedford Conservation Commission by calling (508) 991-6188 between the hours 
of 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM Monday through Friday. 
 

 Note: Notice of the public hearing, including its date, time and place, will be posted 
     in the City Hall not less than forty eight (48) hours in advance of the meeting. 

 
 Note: Notice of the public hearing, including its date, time and place, will be 
     published at least five (5) days in advance in the Standard Times. 

 
 Note: You also may contact the New Bedford Conservation Commission at (508) 
     991-6188 for more information about this publication or the City of New 
     Bedford Wetlands Ordinance. 
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