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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Subject to the qualifications and limitations stated in Section 1 of this report, TRC 

Environmental Corporation (TRC) was retained by the City of New Bedford (City) (also known 

as “Client” or “User”) to perform a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) of the parking 

lot located at “ES” Riverside Avenue (Map 100, Lot 82) in New Bedford, Bristol County, 

Massachusetts (herein referred to as the “Site”).  TRC’s assessment was conducted in connection 

with the Client’s due diligence investigation of the Site.  The Phase I ESA described in this 

report was performed in accordance with the scope and limitations of the American Society of 

Testing and Materials (ASTM) Practice E 1527-13 Standard Practice for Environmental Site 

Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process (ASTM E 1527-13).  Limiting 

conditions and/or deviations from the ASTM E 1527-13 standard are described in Sections 1.3 

and 7.6 of this report.   

 

The approximately 1.94-acre Site is a paved parking lot located at “ES” Riverside Avenue, 

Bristol County, Massachusetts, in a mixed industrial and residential area.  The Site is described 

by the City of New Bedford tax assessor as Map 100, Lot 82, is zoned as Industrial B District, 

and is currently owned by City of New Bedford.  A Site location map is included as Figure 1. 

 

As a result of the Phase I ESA, including but not limited to our visual observations of the Site, 

review of historical information, environmental databases, and information provided by the User, 

interviews with current Site representative(s), and TRC’s professional judgment, the following 

recognized environmental conditions (RECs) and/or controlled recognized environmental 

conditions (CRECs) associated with the Site, as defined by the ASTM E 1527-13 standard, were 

identified: 

 

Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs) 

 

REC No. 1 

 

File review and the recently completed ground penetrating radar (GPR) survey indicate that two 

7,000-gallon underground storage tanks (USTs) and one 150,000-gallon fuel oil USTs that were 

reportedly filled with sand in 1961 are currently located at the Site.  The GPR survey, which was 

conducted on June 15, 2017 under the oversight of TRC, identified all three USTs at the Site.  

The condition of these USTs is unknown.  The potential exists for the contents of the USTs to 

have released to the environment.  This constitutes a REC due to the potential presence of 

hazardous materials in the environment.   

 

REC No. 2 

 

A former transformer building located in the parking lot was demolished in 2015.  Asbestos and 

polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) samples were collected and underwent laboratory analysis.  No 

asbestos was identified; however, according to the laboratory report a total of six samples 

collected of the concrete surface exhibited concentrations of total PCBs ranging from 0.271 to 

3.895 parts per million (ppm).  The concrete slab was removed and covered with asphalt; 

however, no post-demolition soil sampling was conducted under the concrete slab.  As the 
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condition of the concrete slab (e.g., presence of cracking, staining, etc.) was not indicated in the 

available demolition documentation, the potential exists for PCBs to have migrated beneath the 

concrete slab and been released to the environment.  This constitutes a REC due to the potential 

presence of hazardous materials in the environment.   

 

This Executive Summary is part of this complete report.  Any findings, opinions or conclusions 

in this Executive Summary are made in context with the complete report.  TRC recommends that 

the User read the entire report for all supporting information related to findings, opinions and 

conclusions. 

 

Legal Notice 

This document was prepared by TRC solely for the benefit of the User.  With regard to third-

party recipients of this document, neither TRC, nor the Client, nor the User, nor any of their 

respective parents, affiliates or subsidiaries, nor any person acting on their behalf: (a) makes any 

warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to the use of any information or methods disclosed 

in this document; or (b) assumes any liability with respect to the use of any information or 

methods disclosed in this document.  Any third-party recipient of this document, by its 

acceptance or use of this document, releases TRC, the Client, the User, and their parents, 

affiliates and subsidiaries, from any liability for direct, indirect, economic, incidental, 

consequential or special loss or damage whether arising in contract, warranty, express or implied, 

tort, or otherwise, and irrespective of fault, negligence, and strict liability. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

TRC Environmental Corporation (TRC) has prepared this Phase I Environmental Site 

Assessment (ESA) for City of New Bedford (hereinafter “Client” or “User”).   

 

This report was prepared for and may be relied upon by the Client for the purposes set forth 

herein; it may not be relied on by any party other than the Client and reliance may not be 

assigned without the express approval of TRC.  Authorization for third party reliance on this 

report will be considered by TRC if requested by the Client.  TRC reserves the right to deny 

reliance on this report by third parties. 

 

1.1 Purpose and Scope of Services 

The following Phase I ESA was performed for the parking lot portion of the property located at 

“ES” Riverside Avenue in New Bedford, Bristol County, Massachusetts (hereinafter the “Site”).  

A Site location map is included as Figure 1.  This Phase I ESA has been prepared by TRC in 

accordance with the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) E 1527-13 Standard 

Practice for Environmental Site Assessments: Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Process 

(ASTM E 1527-13) and is intended for the sole use of client consistent with the approved 

Proposed Scope of Work dated April 10, 2017.   

 

The purpose of this assessment is to identify Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs) at 

the Site, as defined by the ASTM E 1527-13 standard.  The completion of this Phase I ESA 

report may be used to satisfy one of the requirements for the User to qualify for the innocent 

landowner, contiguous property owner, or bona fide prospective purchaser limitations pursuant 

to the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA), 

thereby constituting all appropriate inquiries into the previous ownership and uses of the 

property consistent with good commercial or customary practice as defined by 42 U.S.C. 

§9601(35)(B) of CERCLA. 

 

TRC understands that this assessment is funded with a federal grant awarded under the United 

States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Brownfields Assessment and Characterization 

program.   

 

The Scope of Services for this Phase I ESA included the following tasks: 

 

 Site and vicinity reconnaissance; 

 Site and vicinity description and physical setting; 

 Historical source review and description of historical Site conditions; 

 Interviews with owners, operators, and/or occupants of the Site, and/or local officials; 

 Review of environmental databases and regulatory agency records; 

 Review of previous environmental reports/documentation, as applicable; 

 Review of environmental liens, if provided or authorized to obtain by the User; and 

 Preparation of a report summarizing findings, opinions and conclusions. 
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Pursuant to the ASTM E 1527-13 standard, recommendations to conduct Phase II sampling or 

other assessment activities are not required to be included in this report.  TRC can provide such 

recommendations upon request.  

 

1.2 Additional Services 

Items outside the scope of the ASTM E 1527-13 standard include, but are not limited to, the 

following:   

 

 Asbestos-containing building materials 

 Radon  

 Lead-based paint 

 Lead in drinking water 

 Wetlands 

 Regulatory compliance 

 Cultural and historic resources 

 Industrial hygiene 

 Health and safety 

 Ecological resources 

 Endangered species 

 Indoor air quality unrelated to releases 

of hazardous substances or petroleum 

products into the environment 

 Biological agents 

 Mold 

 

The additional services performed during the course of this Phase I ESA, other than those 

required by the ASTM E 1527-13 standard, included a ground penetrating radar (GPR) survey, 

as discussed in greater detail in Section 9.0. 

 

1.3 Deviations to ASTM E 1527-13 Standard 

Notwithstanding additions to the ASTM E 1527-13 standard, as listed in Sections 1.2 and 9, if 

applicable, no significant deviations or deletions to the ASTM standard were made during this 

Phase I ESA. 

 

 



Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Report 

“ES” Riverside Avenue, New Bedford, MA  September 2017 

 

L2017-259 3 

2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 

2.1 Site Location and Legal Description 

The approximately 1.94-acre Site is a paved parking lot located at “ES” Riverside Avenue, 

Bristol County, Massachusetts, in a mixed industrial and residential area.  The Site, identified by 

the City of New Bedford tax assessor as Map 100, Lot 82, is zoned as Industrial B District and is 

currently owned by City of New Bedford.  A Site location map is included as Figure 1. 

 

2.2 Site Improvements 

The Site is a paved parking lot.  A Site Layout Plan is included as Figure 2. 

 

2.3 Current and Historical Site Use 

2.3.1 Current Site Use(s) 

The approximately 1.94-acre Site is currently a paved parking lot owned by the City. 

 

2.3.2 Previous Owner and Operator Information  

Based on information provided by the User (Section 3), the historical record review (Section 4), 

and/or interviews conducted during this Phase I (Section 6), historical Site ownership and 

operator information is provided in the tables below. 

 

Table 2.1 - Previous Owner Information 

Site Owner From To 
Unknown c. 1924 c. 1989 

Unknown Unknown 12/31/1989 

City of New Bedford 12/31/1989 Present 

 

Table 2.2 - Previous Operator Information 

Site Operator Description From To 
Whitman Mills/Stokely Bros. Boiler house/ engine house/ 

parking lot 

c. 1924 c. 1989 

Riverside Development Corp. Boiler house/ engine 

house/paved parking lot 

Unknown June 26, 1957 

City of New Bedford Paved parking lot June 26, 1957 Present 

 

Mr. Raymond Holberger (Environmental Planner for the City of New Bedford), provided TRC 

with a deed for the Site date June 26, 1957, showing the City of New Bedford taking ownership.  

The assessor’s card that TRC obtained from the online database also indicates that the City of 

New Bedford obtained ownership on June 26, 1957.  
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2.4 Physical Setting 

According to the United States Geological Survey (USGS) topographic map, New Bedford 

North, Massachusetts Quadrangle published in 2012 (Figure 1), the Site is located 263 feet west 

of the Acushnet River, the Site topographic elevation is approximately 13 feet above mean sea 

level (MSL), and local topography slopes slightly to the east.  The Site was observed to be 

generally flat during the Site reconnaissance conducted on June 15, 2017.  Based on local 

topography and historical environmental reports provided to TRC, the assumed direction of 

shallow groundwater flow is to the east, towards the Acushnet River.  However, a subsurface 

investigation would be required to determine the actual local groundwater flow direction.   

 

A database radius report supplied by Environmental Data Resources, Inc. (EDR) of Shelton, 

Connecticut was reviewed to obtain information regarding the dominant soil composition in the 

Site vicinity.  This information is summarized below:   

 

Hydric Status:  Unknown 

Soil Surface Texture: Not reported 

Soil Component Name: Urban land 

Deeper Soil Types: No layer information available 

 

Please refer to the Geocheck Physical Setting Source Summary of the EDR report presented in 

Appendix A for further information regarding the soil composition in the Site vicinity.  

According to the EDR report and the MassDEP Priority Resource Map included as Figure 3, 

part of the Site is located in a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) flood zone.  

The Site is located within 500 feet of New Bedford Acushnet Estuary (a National Priority List 

[NPL] Site). 
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3.0 USER PROVIDED INFORMATION 

According to the ASTM E 1527-13 standard, certain tasks that may help identify the presence of 

RECs associated with the Site are generally conducted by the Phase I ESA User.  These tasks 

include: providing, or authorizing the environmental professional to obtain recorded land title 

records for environmental liens or activity and land use limitations (AULs), providing 

specialized knowledge related to RECs at the Site (e.g., information about previous ownership or 

environmental litigation), providing commonly known or reasonably ascertainable information 

within the local community about the property that is material to RECs in connection with the 

property, and informing the environmental professional if, as believed by the User, the purchase 

price of the property is lower than the fair market value due to contamination.  A list of requested 

information was included in TRC’s proposed scope of work (see Section 1.1).  Information 

provided by the User pursuant to that request is listed in Section 8.0.  A copy of the User 

questionnaire is included in Appendix B.  

 

3.1 Title & Judicial Records for Environmental Liens or Activity and Use Limitations 

In addition to reviewing the EDR report (discussed in Section 4.2), local municipal records 

(Section 4.4), and the Massachusetts Land Records on-line database (Section 4.4), TRC obtained 

supplemental information regarding AUL-listed properties within New Bedford from MassDEP.  

No evidence of AULs associated with the Site was identified.   

 

3.2 Specialized Knowledge 

The User was not aware of specialized knowledge related to RECs at the Site. 

 

3.3 Property Value Reduction Issues 

The User was not aware of property valuation reduction issues regarding the Site. 

 

3.4 Commonly Known or Reasonably Ascertainable Information 

TRC was supplied with commonly known and/or reasonably ascertainable information regarding 

the Site by the City of New Bedford.  This information was used during this Phase I ESA and has 

been incorporated in this report, as applicable. 

 

3.5 Reason for Conducting Phase I 

It is TRC’s understanding that the User requires a Phase I for due diligence purposes.   
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4.0 RECORDS REVIEW 

4.1 Historical Use Information 

Information regarding historical uses of the Site and vicinity was obtained from various publicly 

available and practically reviewable sources including:  

 

 Aerial photographs (scale: 1” = 500’) dated 1938, 1952, 1961, 1970, 1974, 1980, 1985, 

1992 1995, 2006, 2008, 2010 and 2012;  

 Sanborn fire insurance maps dated 1924, 1950, 1990, 1992, 1993, and 1995;  

 Topographic maps dated 1888, 1893, 1918, 1921, 1936, 1964, 1979; 1994 and 2012; 

 Local municipal records;   

 An environmental database report; and  

 Interviews with Site representative(s).   

 

Historical research documentation is included in Appendix C.   

 

4.1.1 Site History 

Operational History 

 

Table 4.1 - Site History 

Year Site History 

1924 – c. 1961 

The Site appears to be used for industrial purposes as a boiler house, turbine house, fuel oil 

pump house, coal bin and two engine rooms are present.  USTs identified include a 150,000-

gallon fuel oil tank (buried) and two 7,000-gallon fuel oil service tanks (buried).  The Site is 

also used as a parking lot for the Whitman Mills. 

c. 1961 – Present 

The original Site pump house, boiler house and engine rooms appear to have been removed 

and the three USTs were reportedly filled with sand and abandoned in place.  The Site is a 

paved parking lot. 

 

It does not appear that topographic contours in the Site area have significantly changed during 

the time period reviewed.  

 

Hazardous Substances  

 

Hazardous substances including raw materials, finished products and formulations, hazardous 

wastes, hazardous constituents and pollutants including intermediates and byproducts that were 

historically present at the Site are listed in the following table.  Current hazardous substances and 

petroleum products observed during the Site reconnaissance, including unidentified substance 

containers (when open or damaged, and containing unidentified substances suspected of being 

hazardous or petroleum products), are discussed in Section 5.2. 
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Table 4.2 - Historical Hazardous Substance Use 

Material Name 

Approximate 

Former Quantity 

(gallons/lbs.) 

Former Storage Containers  

Coal  Unknown Coal Bin 

Fuel oil 150,000 UST 

Fuel oil (2) 7,000 UST 

 

According to records obtained from the New Bedford fire department, a 14,000-gallon and a 

150,000-gallon UST were filled with sand in 1961.  According to Mr. Raymond Holberger, it’s 

believed that the USTs identified on Site during the recent GPR survey and the ones in the fire 

department records are the same. 

 

4.1.2 Adjoining Property History 

Table 4.3 - Adjoining Property History 

Direction Adjoining Property History 

North 
Manomet Street has been present since the early 1920s. North of Manomet Street is a large 

former mill building and parking area that’s been present since the early 1920s. 

East & West 

Since the early 1920s a large mill building (former Whitman Mills) has been present.  Over the 

years, operations changed (e.g., weaver sheds and canning operations) with the mill becoming 

vacant in c. 1950s, until late c. 2000’s when it was redeveloped into apartments. 

South 
A two-story office building has been present since c. 1920s.  Coffin Street has been present 

since the early 1920s. 

 

4.1.3 Surrounding Property History 

Table 4.4 - Surrounding Property History 

Year Surrounding Property History 

1924 - Present 
The surrounding area has been occupied by residential and industrial/commercial 

developments from at least 1924 to the present. 

 

4.2 Database Report & Environmental Record Review 

A database search report that identifies properties listed on state and federal databases within the 

ASTM-required radii of the Site was obtained from EDR and is included in Appendix A.   

 

The environmental database report identified 138 properties/listings including the adjoining 

properties.  These properties included those that could be mapped and those that could not (i.e., 

orphan properties).  The Site were not listed in the database search report, however the adjoining 

properties were listed. 
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4.2.1 Adjoining & Surrounding Property Record Review 

TRC evaluated the following factors to determine whether additional environmental records 

should be reviewed with respect to the potential for contaminant migration from the adjoining 

and surrounding properties to the Site: 

 

(1) Whether the property is upgradient or downgradient of the Site vis-à-vis groundwater 

migration based on the local topography, and the assumed groundwater depth and 

shallow groundwater flow direction to the east; 

 

(2) Whether the property is upgradient or downgradient of the Site vis-à-vis vapor 

migration based on readily available information pursuant to the ASTM E 1527-13 

standard including soil and geological characteristics, contaminant characteristics, 

contaminated plume migration data, and significant conduits that might provide 

preferential pathways for vapor migration such as major utility corridors, sanitary sewers, 

storm sewers, and significant natural conduits such as Karst terrain (vapor migration may 

also be influenced by the age and design of infrastructure features associated with these 

conduits);  

 

(3) Property case status (i.e., MassDEP has issued a No Further Action letter or a Response 

Action Outcome (RAO) Statement or Permanent or Temporary Solution Statement has 

been submitted); 

 

(4) Type of database and whether the presence of contamination is known; and  

 

(5) The distance between the listed property and the Site. 

 

Based on this evaluation, TRC limited the review of additional environmental records to the 

properties listed below, since the potential for contamination to be migrating to the Site from the 

other properties identified by the database search is considered low.   

 

4.2.1.1 Adjoining Properties 

Adjoining property information included in the database search report is summarized in the 

following table(s):  

 

Facility Name(s) and/or 

Listed Address(es) 
Cliftex Mill – Lot 208 – 10 Manomet Street, New Bedford, MA 02746 

EDR Map No(s). 1 

Database(s) US Brownfields 

Description/ID No(s) N/A 
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Database Review Summary 

According to the EDR report, “Lots 208 and 209 were once part of the former 

Cliftex Mill site, which included a large textile mill building on an adjacent site. 

Lot 209 contains two 75,000-gallon underground No. 6 fuel oil storage bunkers 

which previously provided fuel oil for the heating system in the adjacent mill. The 

two 75,000-gallon fuel oil storage tanks occupy most of the acreage of lot 209 and 

were not used by the previous owner, Norseman Properties, to heat the building. 

The City acquired the lots through tax foreclosure.”  In addition the groundwater 

and soil were identified to be impacted and petroleum product found.  No cleanup 

activities were reported.  No additional information was provided. 

 

Based on the assumed groundwater flow direction, the findings of the brownfields 

listing is not expected to impact subsurface conditions at the Site. 

 

Facility Name(s) and/or 

Listed Address(es) 
Whaler’s Place – 90 Riverside Ave, New Bedford, MA 02746 

EDR Map No(s). 2 

Database(s) SHWS, RELEASE, SPILLS, LEAD 

Description/ID No(s) RTN 4-0019705 

Database Review Summary 

According to the EDR report and MassDEP files, reportable concentrations of 

lead and chromium were identified in the soils during renovations and was 

reported to MassDEP on April 6, 2006, at which time RTN 4-0019705 was 

assigned.  Response actions included the removal, segregation and off-site 

disposal (20 cubic yards) of the impacted soils and post-excavation samples 

collected and analyzed.   A Class A-1 RAO was submitted for the release on 

August 7, 2006, indicating that a permanent solution has been achieved and 

contamination has been reduced to background conditions. 

 

Based on the regulatory status, the release associated with RTN 4-19705 is not 

expected to impact subsurface conditions at the Site. 

  

Facility Name(s) and/or 

Listed Address(es) 

Property, Southcoast Planting Inc. and Planting Technology Inc.– 19 and 41 

Coffin Ave, New Bedford, MA 02740 

EDR Map No(s). 3, 4 and 5 

Database(s) SHWS, RELEASE, LUST, HW GEN, RCRA-LQG, TRIS, RAATS and US AIR 

Description/ID No(s) RTNs 4-0000437, 4-0012704 and 4-0018558 
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RTN 4-0000437: According to the EDR report and MassDEP files, during a 

previous Phase I and Tier Classification report concentrations of lead in soil and 

groundwater were identified and was reported to MassDEP on January 15, 1988, 

at which time RTN 4-0000437 was assigned.  Investigations show that 

groundwater has elevated levels of dissolved metals (cadmium, chromium, 

copper, lead, nickel and zinc). Over three years, sampling results show a 

decreasing trend and a risk characterization was completed that show no 

significant risk.  Two of the monitoring wells were located on the subject Site (ES 

Riverside Ave).  Groundwater flow was documented to be south-southeasterly.  

Soils that had high levels of lead were delineated and removed and disposed of 

off-site.  Confirmation samples were collected in the excavation area.  A Class A-

2 RAO was submitted for the release on July 31, 2001, indicating that a 

permanent solution has been achieved but contamination has not been reduced to 

background conditions. 

 

RTN 4-0012704: According to the EDR report and MassDEP files, a release of 

approximately 35 gallons of chromate solution from a 55-gallon drum was 

reported to MassDEP on December 13, 1996, at which time RTN 4-0012704 was 

assigned.  Immediate response actions included vacuuming puddled solutions, 

placement of absorbent pads/speedy dry, containment, off-site disposal and soil 

sampling.  A Class A-2 RAO was submitted for the release on March 12, 1997, 

indicating that a permanent solution has been achieved but contamination has not 

been reduced to background conditions. 

 

RTN 4-0018558: According to the EDR report, a release of approximately 20 

gallons of #2 fuel oil from an aboveground storage tank was reported to MassDEP 

on July 19, 2004, at which time RTN 4-0018558 was assigned.  A Class A-1 RAO 

was submitted for the release on September 17, 2004 indicating that a permanent 

solution has been achieved and contamination has been reduced to background 

conditions. 

 

The property is listed as a RCRA–large quantity generator (LQG) from the 1980s 

until the present for the following waste codes:  corrosive waste, reactive waste, 

chromium, silver and sludge from electroplating operations.  Two violations were 

noted, however both achieved compliance. 

 

The property is listed on the RCRA Administrative Action Tracking System 

(RAATS) with three entries for a notice of violation with a final date June 25, 

1991. Toxic Chemical Release Inventory System (TRIS) (ID 

#02746PLTNG41COF) data was reported for the property in 2014 for zinc 

compounds and nitric acid.   

 

Based on their regulatory status and documented groundwater flow direction, the 

releases associated with RTNs 4-0000437, 4-0012704 and 4-0018558 are not 

expected to have impacted subsurface conditions at the Site. 
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4.2.1.2 Surrounding Properties 

Surrounding property information included in the database search report is summarized in the 

following table(s):  

 

Facility Name(s) and/or 

Address(es) 
Revere Sink Corp – 44 Coffin Ave, New Bedford, MA 02746 

Approximate Location 

Relative to Site 
629 feet south of the Site 

EDR Map No(s). A11 

Database(s) RCRA NonGen/NLR, FINDS and ECHO 

Description/ID No(s). N/A 

Presumed Hydrogeologic 

Setting 
Cross/Downgradient 

Database Review Summary 

According to the EDR report, the property was listed as RCRA NonGen/NLR in 

1985 and was no longer generating hazardous waste.  One violation was identified 

for a generator but reached compliance two months later. 

 

No violations were identified with the ECHO listing or the FINDS, except the one 

listed above. 

 

Based on the status and assumed groundwater flow direction, this listing not 

expected to have impacted subsurface conditions at the Site. 

 

Facility Name(s) and/or 

Address(es) 
Cody and Tobin, Incorporated – 516 Belleville Avenue, New Bedford, MA 02746 

Approximate Location 

Relative to Site 
856 feet west northwest from the Site 

EDR Map No(s). 15 

Database(s) SHWS and RELEASE 

Description/ID No(s). RTN 4-0025183 

Presumed Hydrogeologic 

Setting 
Upgradient 
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Database Review Summary 

According to the EDR report and MassDEP files, lead, PCBs and TPH were 

identified in the soil above RCs and was reported to MassDEP on June 24, 2014, 

at which time RTN 4-0025183 was assigned.  RAM activities consisted of soil 

sampling, excavation and off-site disposal of soils (approximately 971 cubic 

yards).  Additional investigations followed which included soil sampling, 

groundwater monitoring well installation and groundwater sampling.  Results of 

the soil samples indicated the presence of PCBs, EPH and select metals (i.e., 

arsenic, barium, cadmium, chromium, mercury and lead) in excess of MCP 

Method 1 soil standards and groundwater sample results indicated the presence of 

dissolved lead above the MCP Method 1 groundwater standards.  Documented 

groundwater flow is towards the southeast (i.e., toward the “ES” Riverside 

Avenue parcel).  The conceptual Phase II scope of work recommended that future 

assessment to delineate the lateral and vertical extent of the OHM, possible 

installation of an engineered barrier and AUL.  A downgradient well (CMW-01) 

that boarders the subject Site indicated the high levels of dissolved lead identified 

in 2015, when resampled later that year no dissolved lead was detected.  Part of 

the engineering barrier was installed in 2016.  A Permanent Solution Statement 

with Conditions and an Activity and Land Use Limitation was filed for the 

property on June 26, 2017. 

 

Based on the status of the RTN and the documented groundwater flow direction, 

the release associated with RTN 4-0025183 is not expected to impacted 

subsurface conditions at the Site. 

 

Facility Name(s) and/or 

Address(es) 
John’s Low Price Gas – 494 Belleville Avenue, New Bedford, MA 02746 

Approximate Location 

Relative to Site 
882 feet west from the Site 

EDR Map No(s). 16 

Database(s) SHWS, UST, Financial Assurance and RELEASE 

Description/ID No(s). RTN 4-0024854 

Presumed Hydrogeologic 

Setting 
Upgradient 

Database Review Summary 

According to the EDR report and MassDEP files, petroleum impacted soils were 

identified above RCs and were reported to MassDEP on November 27, 2013, at 

which time RTN 4-0024854 was assigned.  A Class A-2 RAO was submitted for 

the release on December 16, 2013, indicating that a permanent solution has been 

achieved but contamination hasn’t been reduce to background conditions.   

 

Based on the status of the RTN and distance from the Site, the release associated 

with RTN 4-0024854 is not expected to have impacted subsurface conditions at 

the Site. 
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4.3 Previous Reports 

The following environmental reports regarding the Site were reviewed by TRC:   

 

 February 7, 1997, Response Action Outcome Statement, Plating Technology, Inc. 41 

Coffin Ave, New Bedford, MA RTN 4-12704, Prepared by Atlantic Environmental 

Technologies; 

 July 30, 2001, Response Action Outcome (RAO) Report, Star Plating 19 & 41 Coffin Ave, 

New Bedford, MA 02746 RTN 4-00437, Prepared by Atlantic Environmental 

Technologies; 

 August 4, 2006, RAM Completion Report/Class A-1 RAO, Whaler’s Place 90 Riverside 

Drive, New Bedford, MA, Prepared by GEI Consultants; 

 July 26, 2015, Phase I – Initial Site Investigation and Tier Classification Report, Cody 

and Tobin, Incorporated Scrap Metal Recycling Facility 516 Belleville, Ave, New 

Bedford, MA RTN 4-25183, Prepared by Coneco Engineers & Scientists; 

 December 22, 2015, Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCB) Sampling, Former Transformer 

Building Parking Lot between Victoria Riverside and Whaler’s Place; Prepared by South 

Shore Environmental Services, LLC; and 

 June 26, 2017, Permanent Solution With Conditions Statement and Release Abatement 

Measure Completion Statement, Cody and Tobin, Incorporated Scrap Metal Recycling 

Facility 516 Belleville, Ave, New Bedford, MA RTN 4-25183, Prepared by Coneco 

Engineers & Scientists. 

 

Information provided in these reports is summarized throughout this report.   

 

4.4 Other Environmental Record Sources 

Per the ASTM standard, local or additional state records were reviewed to enhance and 

supplement the ASTM-required federal and state records reviewed and discussed earlier in this 

report.  These additional records include state agency lists of: waste disposal facilities, 

brownfield properties, hazardous waste/contaminated facilities, registered storage tanks, records 

of emergency release reports, and records of contaminated public wells.  Local sources that were 

contacted to obtain this information include: Department of Health, Fire Department, Building 

Permit/Inspection Department, and land records (for AULs).  Information from these sources is 

discussed below:   
 

Table 4.5 - Other Environmental Record Sources 

MUNICIPAL/STATE 

REGULATORY 

AGENCY/ DEPARTMENT 
Available Information 

Department of Health/ 

Environmental Division 

TRC contacted the City of New Bedford Health Department. No environmentally 

pertinent information was identified. 
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Table 4.5 - Other Environmental Record Sources 

MUNICIPAL/STATE 

REGULATORY 

AGENCY/ DEPARTMENT 
Available Information 

Fire Department 

TRC contacted the City of New Bedford Fire Department.  Fire prevention 

records included a 1938 motor fire, 1961 filling of USTs with sand, and evidence 

that the former boiler house existed on the Site. 

Treasurer 

TRC contacted the City of New Bedford Treasurer. No outstanding liens are 

currently held on the Site.  Historic liens were issued in 1943, 1954 and 1957; 

however, no additional information was available. 

Department of Public 

Infrastructure 

TRC contacted the City of New Bedford Department of Public Infrastructure 

(DPI).  TRC was provided with and reviewed two plans showing the former 

transformer building on the site, a copy of the October 30, 2015 Asbestos 

Inspection report, a copy of the Asbestos Waste Shipment Record, and a copy of 

the PCB Sampling Report.   

 

According to the PCB Sampling Report a total of six samples were collected from 

the concrete surface.  Analytical results indicated concentrations of total PCBs 

ranging from 0.271 to 3.895 ppm in the concrete samples.  The concrete slab was 

removed and covered with asphalt; however, no post-demolition soil sampling 

was conducted under the concrete slab and the condition of the slab prior to 

demolition (e.g., presence/absence of cracks, staining, etc.) was not noted. 

Environmental Planning 
The City of New Bedford Environmental Planner provided a deed and 

documentation of oil USTs at the Site.  

Land Records 
TRC was provided a copy a deed for the Site dated June 26, 1957, showing the 

City of New Bedford taking ownership of the property. 

State Agency List(s) 

TRC reviewed the online MassDEP UST Query Tool on June 21, 2017.  No UST 

records were identified; however, USTs were identified during the historical 

review of Sanborn maps. 
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5.0 SITE RECONNAISSANCE 

5.1 Methodology and Limiting Conditions 

Mrs. Nicole Hudson, Geologist II, TRC, conducted a Site reconnaissance of accessible areas on 

and around the Site on June 15, 2017 for the purpose of identifying potential RECs.  Mrs. 

Hudson was not accompanied by a Site representative as the Site had unobstructed access.  

Photographs taken during the reconnaissance are provided in Appendix D.  A Site Layout Plan 

is included as Figure 2.   

 

During the Site reconnaissance, a locked mobile storage unit was observed on the Site.  This 

limiting condition is not expected to impact the results of this Phase I ESA because during the 

day a gentleman opened the container and TRC observed the contents to be yard machinery (e.g., 

snow blower, lawn movers, rock salt and small amounts of oil and gasoline). 

 

5.2 Interior and Exterior Site Observations 

Unless otherwise noted, the items listed in the table below appeared to be in good condition with 

no visual evidence of staining, deterioration or a discharge of hazardous materials. In addition, 

there are no records of a release in these areas.  Items where further description is warranted are 

discussed in the section(s) following the table.  

 

Table 5.1 - Interior and Exterior Site Observations 

Item 

Present 

(Current/

Historic/

No) 

Description 

Hazardous material storage or 

handling areas  
No Not Observed 

Aboveground storage tanks (ASTs) 

and associated piping  
Current 

A single walled AST was observed along the southeastern 

edge of the Site. The tank was observed to have one end 

removed, was resting on its side, and was filled with 

concrete. 

 

A Kolher power system 180 (backup generator) was 

observer through a locked fence.  The generator appeared to 

be in good condition.  The size of the fuel tank on the 

generator could not be determined. 

Underground storage tanks (USTs) 

and associated piping  
No Not Observed 

Drums & containers (≥5 gallons)  No Not Observed 

Odors No Not Observed 

Pools of liquid, including surface 

water bodies and sumps (handling 

hazardous substances or substances 

likely to be hazardous only) 

Current 

Along the eastern side of the Site along the adjoining 

building, several small diameter PVC pipes were emptying 

small amounts of fluids, which appears to be from a sump 

pump in basement.  No sheens or orders were observed. 

Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) / 

Transformers 
Current 

Six (6) pad-mounted transformers were observed in four 

locations throughout the Site.  All appeared to be in good 

condition with no staining observed. 
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Table 5.1 - Interior and Exterior Site Observations 

Item 

Present 

(Current/

Historic/

No) 

Description 

Stains or corrosion Current 
Several areas across the paved parking lot had dark staining 

in locations where automobiles were parking. 

Drains & sumps Current Several stormwater drains were observed on the Site. 

Pits, ponds & lagoons No Not Observed 

Stressed vegetation No Not Observed 

Historic fill or any other fill material  No Not Observed 

Wastewater (including storm water 

or any discharge into a drain, ditch, 

underground injection system, or 

stream on or adjacent to the Site) 

No Not Observed 

Wells (including dry wells, irrigation 

wells, injection wells, abandoned 

wells, or other wells) 

No Not Observed 

Septic systems or cesspools No Not Observed 

Dumping Current 
A broken television was observed on the southern portion 

of the Site. 

Other - Utilities Current 

Several man covers (small and large) were located 

throughout the Site that appear to supply utilities (e.g., 

sewer, water, electric and gas) to the adjoining properties.   

 

Three functioning fire hydrants were located along the 

northeastern side of the Site and two rusty (possibly non-

functioning) fire hydrants were located on the southern part 

of the Site. 

Other - Pavement Current 
The Pavement that covers the Site is in poor condition with 

cracked, broken, and patched areas. 

Other Current 

Three dumpsters (one was cardboard only) were observed 

on the Site.  No stains were observed and the dumpsters 

exhibited some rusting.   

 

One trash compacter was observed along the western side.  

No stains were observed and the trash compactor exhibited 

some rusting.  A second historic compactor was observed 

on the opposite side of the Site; however, it was observed to 

be nonfunctional and exhibited heavy rusting. 

 

5.2.1 Hazardous Substances 

No hazardous substances including raw materials, finished products and formulations, hazardous 

wastes, hazardous constituents and pollutants including intermediates and byproducts are 

currently present at the Site.  

 

5.2.2 Aboveground Storage Tanks 

TRC observed a single wall AST along the southeastern edge of the Site.  The AST was 

observed to have one end removed, was resting on its side, and was filled with concrete.  The 
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tank appeared to be in poor condition (i.e., rusty and small holes were visible) with no visual 

evidence of surface spills or staining.   

 

5.3 Adjoining and Surrounding Properties Reconnaissance 

5.3.1 Adjoining Properties 

During the Site reconnaissance, TRC viewed the adjoining properties from the Site and publicly 

accessible areas (e.g., public roadways, etc.).   

 

Table 5.2 - Adjoining Properties Reconnaissance 

Direction 

from Site 
Current Land Use Description 

North Manomet Street and beyond: residential 

East Residential 

South 
Coffin Avenue and beyond: industrial (hazardous waste storage shed and vent and fill pipes were 

observed) 

West Residential 

 

5.3.2 Surrounding Properties 

Surrounding properties generally include mixed residential and commercial /industrial to the 

north, east, south, and west.   
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6.0 INTERVIEWS 

The following person was interviewed to obtain historically and/or environmentally-pertinent 

information regarding RECs associated with the Site.  

  

 Mr. Raymond Holberger, Environmental Planner, City of New Bedford – Key Site 

Manager (as defined by the ASTM standard and identified by the property owner/User) 

 

The information provided by Mr. Holberger is discussed and referenced throughout this report.  

Other references and sources of information are included in Appendix E. 
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7.0 FINDINGS, OPINIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 

Potential findings can include RECs, historical RECs (HRECs), controlled RECs (CRECs) and 

de minimis conditions, pursuant to the ASTM E 1527-13 standard.   

 

RECs are defined as the presence or likely presence of any hazardous substances or petroleum 

products in, on, or at a property: (1) due to any release to the environment; (2) under conditions 

indicative of a release to the environment; or (3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a 

future release to the environment.   

 

CRECs are defined as a REC resulting from a past release of hazardous substances or petroleum 

products that has been addressed to the satisfaction of the applicable regulatory authority (for 

example, as evidenced by the issuance of a no further action letter or equivalent, or meeting risk-

based criteria established by regulatory authority), with hazardous substances or petroleum 

products allowed to remain in place subject to the implementation of required controls (for 

example, property use restrictions, activity and use limitations, institutional controls, or 

engineering controls). 

 

HRECs are defined as a past release of any hazardous substances or petroleum products that has 

occurred in connection with the property and has been addressed to the satisfaction of the 

applicable regulatory authority or meeting unrestricted use criteria established by a regulatory 

authority, without subjecting the property to any required controls (for example, property use 

restrictions, activity and use limitations, institutional controls, or engineering controls). 

 

Conditions defined de minimis include those that generally do not present a threat to human 

health or the environment and that generally would not be the subject of an enforcement action if 

brought to the attention of appropriate governmental agencies.  Conditions determined to be de 

minimis conditions are not RECs nor CRECs. 

 

TRC has performed a Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM E 

1527-13 at the property located at “ES” Riverside Avenue in New Bedford, Bristol County, 

Massachusetts (Site), see Appendices F and G.  Deviations from this standard are described in 

Sections 1.3 and 7.6 of this report.   

 

7.1 RECs and CRECs 

This assessment has revealed no evidence of RECs (including CRECs) in connection with the 

Site, except for the following: 

 

REC No. 1 

 

The file review and recently completed GPR survey indicated that two 7,000-gallon USTs and a 

150,000-gallon fuel oil USTs that were filled with sand in 1961 are currently located at the Site.  

The GPR survey, which was conducted June 15, 2017 under the oversight of TRC, identified the 

three USTs at the Site.  The condition of these USTs is unknown.  The potential exists for the 
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contents of the USTs to have released to the environment.  This constitutes a REC due to the 

potential presence of hazardous materials in the environment.   

 

REC No. 2 

 

A former transformer building located in the parking lot was demolished in 2015.  Asbestos and 

PCB samples were collected and underwent laboratory analysis.  No asbestos was identified; 

however, according to the laboratory report a total of six samples collected from the concrete 

surface exhibited concentrations of total PCBs ranging from 0.271 to 3.895 ppm.  The concrete 

slab was removed and covered with asphalt; however, no post-demolition soil sampling was 

conducted under the concrete slab.  As the condition of the concrete slab (e.g., presence of 

cracking, staining, etc.) was not indicated in the available demolition documentation, the 

potential exist for PCBs to have migrated beneath the concrete slab and been released to the 

environment.  This constitutes a REC due to the potential presence of hazardous materials in the 

environment.   

 

7.2 HRECs 

This assessment has revealed no evidence of HRECs in connection with the Site.  

 

7.3 De Minimis Conditions 

With the exception of the following, this assessment has revealed no evidence of de minimis 

conditions in connection with the Site: 

 

 Improper disposal of electronics on the Site; 

 Minimal staining on the pavement from the parking of automobiles. 

 

7.4 Data Gaps 

TRC has made an appropriate inquiry into the commonly known and reasonably ascertainable 

resources concerning the historical ownership and use of the Site back to the first development 

per 40 CFR Part 312.24 (Reviews of Historical Sources of Information).  Data gaps identified 

during this assessment include the following: 

 

1. Consistent ownership records prior to the City of New Bedford obtaining ownership in 

1957. 

 

Based on historical Sanborn Maps, Data Gap No. 1 is not considered significant, as the Site has 

been used for industrial purposes since the early 1900s. 
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7.5 Limiting Conditions and Deviations 

7.5.1 Accuracy and Completeness 

The ASTM E 1527-13 standard recognizes inherent limitations for Phase I ESAs that apply to 

this report, including: 

 

 Uncertainty Not Eliminated – No Phase I ESA can wholly eliminate uncertainty 

regarding the potential for RECs in connection with a property.  Data gaps identified 

during this Phase I ESA are listed in Section 7.4. 

 

 Not Exhaustive – A Phase I ESA is not an exhaustive investigation.  

 

 Past Uses of the Property – A review of standard historical sources at intervals less than 

five years is not required.  

 

The Client is advised that the Phase I ESA conducted at the Site is a limited inquiry into a 

property’s environmental status, cannot wholly eliminate uncertainty, and is not an exhaustive 

assessment to discover every potential source of environmental liability at the Site.  Therefore, 

TRC does not make a statement i) of warranty or guarantee, express or implied for any specific 

use; ii) that the Site is free of RECs or environmental impairment; iii) that the Site is “clean”; or 

iv) that impairments, if any, are limited to those that were discovered while TRC was performing 

the Phase I ESA.  This limiting statement is not meant to compromise the findings of this report; 

rather, it is meant as a statement of limitations within the ASTM standard and intended scope of 

this assessment.  Specific limiting conditions identified during the Site reconnaissance are 

described in Section 5.1.  Subsurface conditions may differ from the conditions implied by 

surface observations, and can be evaluated more thoroughly through intrusive techniques that are 

beyond the scope of this assessment.  Information in this report is not intended to be used as a 

construction document and should not be used for demolition, renovation, or other construction 

purposes.   

 

This report presents TRC’s site reconnaissance observations, findings, and conclusions as they 

existed at the time of the Site reconnaissance.  TRC makes no representation or warranty that the 

past or current operations at the property are, or have been, in compliance with all applicable 

federal, state and local laws, regulations and codes.  TRC makes no guarantees as to the accuracy 

or completeness of information obtained from others during the course of this Phase I ESA 

report.  It is possible that information exists beyond the scope of this assessment, or that 

information was not provided to TRC. Additional information subsequently provided, 

discovered, or produced may alter findings or conclusions made in this Phase I ESA report.  TRC 

is under no obligation to update this report to reflect such subsequent information.  The findings 

presented in this report are based upon reasonably ascertainable information and observed Site 

conditions at the time of the assessment.   

 

This report does not warrant against future operations or conditions, nor does it warrant against 

operations or conditions present of a type or at a location not assessed.  Regardless of the 



Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Report 

“ES” Riverside Avenue, New Bedford, MA  September 2017 

 

L2017-259 22 

findings stated in this report, TRC is not responsible for consequences or conditions arising from 

facts that were not fully disclosed to TRC during the assessment. 

 

An independent data research company provided the government agency database referenced in 

this report.  Information regarding surrounding area properties was requested for approximate 

minimum search distances and was assumed to be correct and complete unless obviously 

contradicted by TRC’s observations or other credible referenced sources reviewed during the 

assessment. 

 

TRC is not a professional title insurance or land surveyor firm and makes no guarantee, explicit 

or implied, that any land title records acquired or reviewed, or any physical descriptions or 

depictions of the property in this report, represent a comprehensive definition or precise 

delineation of property ownership or boundaries. 

 

7.5.2 Warranties and Representations 

This report does not warrant against: (1) operations or conditions which were not evident from 

visual observations or historical information provided; (2) conditions which could only be 

determined by physical sampling or other intrusive investigation techniques; (3) locations other 

than the client-provided addresses and/or legal parcel description; or (4) information regarding 

off-site location(s) (with possible impact to the Site) not published in publicly available records. 

 

7.5.3 Continued Validity/User Reliance 

This report is presumed to be valid, in accordance with, and subject to, the limitations specified 

in the ASTM E 1527-13 standard, for a period of 180 days from completion, or until the Client 

obtains specific information that may materially alter a finding, opinion, or conclusion in this 

report, or until the Client is notified by TRC that it has obtained specific information that may 

materially alter a finding, opinion, or conclusion in this report.  Additionally, pursuant to the 

ASTM E 1527-13 standard, this report is presumed valid if completed less than 180 days prior to 

the date of acquisition of the property or (for transactions not involving an acquisition) the date 

of the intended transaction.  

 

7.5.4 Significant Assumptions 

During this Phase I ESA, TRC relied on database information, interviews with Site 

representatives, regulatory officials, and other individuals having knowledge of Site operations, 

and information provided by the User as requested in our authorized Scope of Work.  TRC has 

assumed that the information provided is true and accurate.  Reliance on electronic database 

search reports is subject to the limitations set forth in those reports.  TRC did not independently 

verify the information provided.  TRC found no reason to question the validity of the information 

received unless explicitly noted elsewhere in this report.  If other information is discovered 

and/or if previous reports exist that were not provided to TRC, our conclusions may not be valid. 
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8.0 REFERENCES 

Table 8.1 - References Information 

Description/Title 

of Document(s) 

Received or 

Agency Contacted 

Date 

Information 

Request 

Filled/Date of 

Agency 

Contact 

Information 

Updated 
Reference Source 

United States 

Geological Survey 

7.5 Minute 

Topographic 

Quadrangle: New 

Bedford North, MA, 

dated 2012 

NA Current USGS 

Aerial photographs 

(scale: 1” = 500’) 

dated 1938, 1952, 

1961, 1970, 1974, 

1980, 1985, 1992 

1995, 2006, 2008, 

2010 and 2012; 

Request 

No.4703560.3 on 

August 18, 2016 

Current EDR 

Topographic maps 

dated  1888, 1893, 

1918, 1921, 1936, 

1964, 1979; 1994 and 

2012 

Request No. 

04945303.4 on 

May 23, 2017 

Current EDR & USGS 

Sanborn maps dated 

1924, 1950, 1990, 

1992, 1993, and 1995; 

Request No. 

4703560.2 on 

August 17, 2016 

Current EDR 

American Society for 

Testing and Materials 

(ASTM). Standard 

Practice for 

Environmental Site 

Assessments: Phase I 

Environmental Site 

Assessment Process, 

ASTM Designation 

E1527-13.  2013. 

NA Current ASTM 

Radius Map Report / 

EDR 

Request No. 

04945303.2r on 

May 23, 2017 

Current Multiple federal and state agencies 

Digital Commonwealth 

Whitman Mills (Cotton 

Mill), New Bedford, 

Mass. [insurance map] 

NA Current 

https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search/com

monwealth:ww72c000k 

Viewed online June 8, 2017 

MassDEP Reportable 

Release Site 
June 21, 2017 Current MassDEP Website (eDEP) 

Historical Reports June 2017 Current See Section 4.3 

https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search/commonwealth:ww72c000k
https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/search/commonwealth:ww72c000k
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9.0 ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

At the request of the Client and described in the proposed Scope of Work (see Section 1.1), TRC 

provided oversite during the surface geophysical survey performed at the Site on June, 15, 207 

by Radar Solutions International, Inc. (RSI).  A GPR, EM-61 and Electromagnetic Induction 

(EMI) survey was conducted to help locate and identified subsurface anomalies include three 

filled in place USTs. 

 

The surface geophysical survey identified that the Site has several utilities and three USTs (one 

larger UST and two smaller USTs) as depicted on Figure 2. The larger UST is estimated to be 

located at a depth of approximately 12 feet below ground surface.  The two smaller USTs are 

estimated to be approximately 30 feet long by 10 feet wide.  A copy of the Geophysical Survey 

Report is attached in Appendix E. 
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A search of available environmental records was conducted by Environmental Data Resources, Inc (EDR).
The report was designed to assist parties seeking to meet the search requirements of EPA’s Standards
and Practices for All Appropriate Inquiries (40 CFR Part 312), the ASTM Standard Practice for
Environmental Site Assessments (E 1527-13) or custom requirements developed for the evaluation of
environmental risk associated with a parcel of real estate.
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