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Environmental Stewardship Department/Conservation Commission 
                                                
City of New Bedford 

Jonathan F. Mitchell, Mayor 
   

Meeting Minutes of the Conservation Meeting of  
April 4, 2017 

Room 314, City Hall 
 
Members Present   Members Absent            Staff Present 
Craig Dixon, Chairman      Paul Pacheco   Agent Sarah Porter 
Dennis Audette, Vice Chairman          
Jacob Gonsalves          
 
Chairman Dixon called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   
 

CONTINUED HEARINGS: 
 

1. SE49-0745 – (Continued from 10/18/16, 11/1/16, 11/15/16, 12/6/16, 12/27/16, 1/17/17, 2/7/17, 
2/21/17, 3/7/17, 3/21/17) - A Notice of Intent as filed by Paul Barton, Chairman of the New 
Bedford Regional Airport Commission for property identified as 1569 Airport Road (Map 
123 - Lot 3, Map 122 - Lot 3, Map 124 - Lot 28 and Map 125 - Lot 22).  Applicant proposes to 
reconstruct and expand the terminal apron area with associated storm water management 
improvements and replace an existing culvert.  A portion of this work is proposed in the Buffer 
Zone and within a Bordering Vegetated Wetland.  Representative is Amanda Atwell of Epsilon 
Associates, Inc. CONTINUED 

 
2. SE49-0735 – (Continued from 3/15/16, 4/5/16, 4/19/16, 5/3/16, 5/17/16, 6/7/16, 6/21/16, 7/5/16, 

7/19/16, 8/16/16, 9/6/16, 9/20/16, 10/6/16, 10/18/16, 11/1/16, 11/15/16, 12/20/16, 12/27/16, 
1/17/17, 2/7/17, 2/21/17, 3/7/17, 3/21/17)  - A Notice of Intent as filed by Anthony R. DeCosta 
d/b/a A-1 Asphalt for property located at 1861 Shawmut Avenue, New Bedford (Map 124, 
Lot 27).  Applicant proposes improvements to a soil and aggregate re-cycling facility in the Buffer 
Zone to Bordering Vegetated Wetlands.  Representative is Rick Charon of Charon Associates, Inc. 
CONTINUED 

 
3. SE49-0739 – (Continued from 6/7/16, 6/21/16, 7/5/16, 7/19/16, 8/16/16, 9/6/16, 9/20/16, 

10/6/16, 10/18/16, 11/1/16, 11/15/16, 12/20/16, 12/27/16, 1/17/17, 2/7/17, 2/21/17, 3/7/17, 
3/21/17) - A Notice of Intent as filed by Michele Paul, Director of Environmental 
Stewardship for the City of New Bedford for property identified as Ruggles Street and 
Hathaway Boulevard (Map 69, Lots 86, 88-93, 96-100, and 125).  The applicant proposes to 
conduct remediation activities to remove contaminated soils followed by construction of an 
athletic facility.  Representative is David Sullivan of TRC Environmental. CONTINUED 
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4. SE49-0751 – (Continued from 3/7/17, 3/21/17) - A Notice of Intent as filed by Eric DeCosta 
for property identified as 100 Duchaine Boulevard (Map 134, Lot 5).  Applicant proposes to 
construct a new building, parking for company and employee vehicles and parking for additional 
trailers.  Representative is Christian Farland of Farland, Corp.  CONTINUED 
 

5. SE49 -0752 – (Continued from 3/7/17, 3/21/17) - A Notice of Intent as filed by Michael Quinn 
of Shoreline Resources for property identified as 300 Herman Melville Blvd. (Map 72, Lot 
2).  Applicant proposes to secure two barges with pile spuds for berthing vessels and install a 
gangway from shore to the barge in the Acushnet River. Representative is Susan Nilson of CLE 
Engineering.  CONTINUED UNTIL APRIL 18TH – NO QUORUM 

 
6. SE49-0754 – (Continued from 3/21/17) - A Notice of Intent as filed by Mary Rapoza City of 

New Bedford Director of Parks, Recreation and Beaches for property identified as 86 Popes 
Island (Map 60, Lot 2).   Applicant proposes to construct a children’s public playground in the 
Buffer Zone to a Coastal Bank and within Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage.  
Representative is Ben Gary of Marshall Gary, LLC.   CONTINUED UNTIL APRIL 18TH 
– NO QUORUM  

 

NEW HEARINGS: 
 None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. A Request for Determination of Applicability as filed by Diane Stevens for property 
identified as 414 West Rodney French Boulevard (Map 9, Lot 240).   Applicant proposes to 
demolish an existing concrete porch and build a new front porch in Land Subject to Coastal Storm 
Flowage. Representative is Marc Gadbois, General Contractor.   

 
Mr. Marc Gadbois was present on behalf of the applicant and stated that they are proposing to demolish 
the existing porch and build a new open porch with the existing footprint. 
 
Agent Porter advised that it’s a straight forward project.  They have submitted structural engineer and site 
plans.  Agent Porter recommended the issuance of a negative determination that the work as proposed is 
within a resource area being land subject to coastal storm flowage but will not remove, fill dredge or alter 
that area therefore said work does not require the filing of a Notice of Intent. 
 
Commissioner Gonsalves made a motion to approve as recommended by the Agent.  Motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Audette.  All in favor.  Motion carries.  

 
2. SE49-0702 - A Request for Certificate of Compliance for 100 Duchaine Boulevard (Map 24, 

Lot 2) as filed by Logal, LLC.  Representative is Rich Riccio of Field Engineering. 
 
Mr. Rich Riccio of Field Engineering was present on behalf of the applicant and advised that site is 
stabilized and is requesting a Certificate of Compliance at this time. 
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Agent Porter advised that she has already forwarded this to Nitsch Engineering for review, however the 
Commission needs to make a Motion for a review. She does not have any comments at this time. 
 
Commissioner Audette made a motion to forward this to Nitsch for review.  Motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Gonsalves.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 
 
Commissioner Gonsalves made a motion to table this matter to the next meeting.  Motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Audette.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 

 
3. SE49-0502  - A Request for a Certificate of Compliance for 89 Tarkiln Place (Map 130G, Lot 

223) Subdivision Lot #35 as filed by Whalers Woods Realty Trust.  Representative is Richard 
J. Rheaume of Prime Engineering. 
 

Agent Porter recommended the issuance of a full certificate of compliance with ongoing conditions #50 
and #51. 
 
Commissioner Audette made a motion to issue a full Certificate of Compliance as recommended by the 
Agent with conditions as read.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Gonsalves.  All in favor.  Motion 
carries. 

 
4. SE49-0507 – A Request for Certificate of Compliance for 129 Tarkiln Place (Map 130G, Lot 

218) Subdivision Lot #30 as filed by Whalers Woods Realty Trust.  Representative is Richard 
J. Rheaume of Prime Engineering. 

 
Agent Porter recommended the issuance of a full certificate of compliance with ongoing conditions #50 
and #51. 
 
Commissioner Audette made a motion to issue a full Certificate of Compliance as recommended by the 
Agent with conditions as read.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Gonsalves.  All in favor.  Motion 
carries. 

 
5. SE49-0510  - A Request for Certificate of Compliance for 165 Tarkiln Place (Map 130G, Lot 

215) Subdivision Lot #17 as filed by Whalers Woods Realty Trust.  Representative is Richard 
J. Rheaume of Prime Engineering. 

 
Agent Porter recommended the issuance of a full certificate of compliance with ongoing conditions #50 
and #51. 
 
Commissioner Audette made a motion to issue a full Certificate of Compliance as recommended by the 
Agent with conditions as read.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Gonsalves.  All in favor.  Motion 
carries. 

 
6. SE49-0528 – A Request for Certificate of Compliance for 137 Mate Drive (Map 130G, Lot 

200/210) Subdivision Lot #22 as filed by Whalers Woods Realty Trust.  Representative is 
Richard J. Rheaume of Prime Engineering. 

 
Agent Porter recommended the issuance of a full certificate of compliance with ongoing conditions #50 
and #51. 
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Commissioner Audette made a motion to issue a full Certificate of Compliance as recommended by the 
Agent with conditions as read.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Gonsalves.  All in favor.  Motion 
carries. 

 
7. SE49-0530 – A Request for Certificate of Compliance for 68 Mate Drive (Map 130G, Lot 

237) Subdivision Lot #64 as filed by Whalers Woods Realty Trust.  Representative is Richard 
J. Rheaume of Prime Engineering. 

 
Agent Porter recommended the issuance of a full certificate of compliance with ongoing conditions #50 
and #51. 
 
Commissioner Audette made a motion to issue a full Certificate of Compliance as recommended by the 
Agent with conditions as read.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Gonsalves.  All in favor.  Motion 
carries. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. SE49-456 – (Continued from 2/21/17, 3/7/17, 3/21/17) - Request for a Certificate of 
Compliance for Whalers Woods Realty Trust for the roadways and storm water 
management facilities in the entire subdivision. Representative is Richard Rheaume of Prime 
Engineering, Inc.    CONTINUED 

 

NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED: 
 

1. Agent Updates 
 

• Agent Porter advised that a request has been received from Mosquito Control to work on a ditch 
on Shawmut Avenue and she called them because the person she used to work with retired and 
wanted to make sure they are coordinating with DPI.  Agent Porter inquired whether the 
Commission is comfortable with Mosquito Control doing the proposed work?  The Commission 
does not have any issue with this work being conducted. 

 
 
 

• Agent Porter advised that DMF has sent correspondence commenting on the State Pier and they 
recommended a time of year (January 15th through May).  A Notice of Intent should be 
forthcoming.  Also received comments from Coastal Zone Management and they feel it was a 
good alternative. There was an alternative about ten years ago instead of doing pile supported piers 
they wanted to do a solid fill structure that did not go over well and finally came back with pile 
supported structure and the project should be straight forward. 

 
• Scott Turner and Sarah met on site at 50 Duchaine Boulevard they had done a lot of work under 

the Parallel Products Order of Conditions they have submitted their Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) that was supposed to have come in before they commenced work but 
it’s not yet complete going back out tomorrow to inspect erosion controls because they had to be 
replaced.  Agent Porter advised that when Rich Riccio submits a SWPPP he submits the exact 
copy to EPA.  This one does not mention that it is going to EPA and she spoke with Matthew 
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White about SWPPP. He stated he didn’t know it was to be submitted to EPA.  Agent Porter sent 
the SWPPP to Scott Turner for review because the SWPPP regulations have changed.  
Commissioner Audette feels that the project should be stopped until everything is filed and the 
work is done correctly by Farland.  Agent Porter will inform Farland that they do not have 
approval to start construction on the stormwater  detention ponds or anything. Chairman Dixon 
and the Commission agreed to ceasing all site work. 

2. General Correspondence 

None. 

 
Commissioner Gonsalves made a motion to adjourn at approximately 7:00.  Motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Audette.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
________________________ 
Sandy Douglas 
Administrative Coordinator 

 


