
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Division of Marine Fisheries 

1213 Purchase St. 3
rd

 Floor 

New Bedford, MA 02740 

(508)990-2860 

fax (508)990-0449

 

June 29, 2017 

 

New Bedford Conservation Commission 

City Hall 

133 Williams Street 

New Bedford, MA  02740 

 

Dear Commissioners: 

 

The Division of Marine Fisheries (MarineFisheries) has reviewed the Notice of Intent by Rincon 

Etal Investments Inc. to repair and maintain the existing private ATON lighthouse and to construct 

a boat mooring on Butler Flats within New Bedford Harbor in the City of New Bedford with 

respect to potential impacts to marine fisheries resources and habitat. 

 

The project site lies within mapped shellfish habitat for quahog (Mercenaria mercenaria). 

Subtidal waters within the project site have habitat characteristics suitable for these species. Land 

containing shellfish is deemed significant to the interest of the Wetlands Protection Act (310 CMR 

10.34) and the protection of marine fisheries.   

 

MarineFisheries offers the following comments for your consideration: 

 

 Appropriate containment techniques should be used to prevent construction debris from 

entering the marine environment during construction. 

 

Questions regarding this review may be directed to Eileen Feeney in our New Bedford office at 

(508) 990-2860 ext. 117. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Eileen M. Feeney 

Fisheries Habitat Specialist 

 
cc: Alan Heureux, Boucher & Heureux, Inc. 

 Robert Giard & Thomas Ringuette, Shellfish Constables 

 Robert Boeri, CZM 

 Neil Churchill, DMF 

 Tom Shields, DMF 

 Pooja Potti, DMF 
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