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                                                      Environmental Stewardship Department/ 
                                               Conservation Commission 
 
City of New Bedford 

Jonathan F. Mitchell, Mayor 
   

Meeting Minutes of the Conservation Meeting of  
July 7, 2015 

Brooklawn Senior Center 
 
 Members Present   Members Absent  Staff Present 
Craig Dixon Vice Chairman  John Radcliffe, Chairman Agent Sarah Porter 
Dennis Audette   Jacob Gonsalves  Sandy Douglas, Administrative Specialist 
Paul Pacheco 
 
Vice Chairman Dixon called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 

1. Draft Sassaquin Pond Watershed Ordinance 
 
Commissioner Dixon inquired whether there have been any responses to the letter submitted by Chairman 
Radcliffe.  Agent Porter replied that there haven’t been any responses received to date. 
 
Commissioner Dixon feels that the Stormwater Ordinance should be addressed first. He has read the 
Stormwater Ordinance and noticed that DPI is not really mentioned, it refers to the Stormwater Authority. 
 
Agent Porter replied that the Stormwater Authority is DPI. 
 

2. Update on 897 Barnum Street  
Agent Porter advised that the pool has been removed and that Mr. Rodriques has committed to remove the 
platform this Saturday.  Agent Porter will be onsite when the work is being conducted.   

CONTINUED HEARINGS: 
 
None. 

 

NEW HEARINGS: 
 

1. A request to Amend Order of Conditions SE49-0702 as filed by Eric DeCosta of Logal, LLC 
for  property identified as 100 Duchaine Boulevard (a.k.a. a portion of 50 Phillips Rd) Map 
133, Lot 15.  Applicant proposes to maintain stockpiles in the Buffer Zone to Bordering Vegetated 
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Wetland and extend a rip rap apron associated with Wet Basin Number Two.    Representative is 
Richard Riccio of Field Engineering. 

 
Mr. Richard Riccio of Field Engineering was present on behalf of the applicant, Logal, LLC.  Mr. Riccio 
stated that he submitted an updated plan.  Mr. Riccio advised that they are almost done with the site work, 
but there is still some clean-up and plantings to do. There is a lot of excess material that came from the 
work that they are stockpiling at the old wastewater treatment facility in which they had an RDA for 
demolition back in 2010 or 2012.  The whole parcel is in the buffer zone and they would like to maintain 
the stockpile in this area rather than trucking it all off site.  In this amended order the applicant is 
requesting approval to keep these stockpiles on this parcel.  There is silt fence around it and there is no 
evidence of erosion into the wetlands.   
 
Commissioner Audette inquired as to how long the applicant intends on maintaining these stockpiles and 
why.  Mr. Riccio replied that they would probably be there for the duration of the order but was not sure 
and that the applicant does not have any other place to put the stockpiles. 
 
Commissioner Dixon inquired whether any of this soil is contaminated.  Mr. Riccio replied that there is 
not contamination it’s all top soil that was stripped when they did the loading docks. 
 
Mr. Riccio advised that the second request in this amended order is with regard to the wet basin adjacent 
to the loading area.  The intent of this design was direct all the water to the rip rap apron and then into the 
forebay.  They have tried to match existing grades as much as possible and direct the water but in storm 
events it’s overtopping the berm and washing out the shoulder so they are proposing to extend the rip rap 
up to the point that it’s overtopping to intercept the water into the forebay and then into the wet basin.   
 
Agent Porter advised that all the wetland flags are not up around the stockpiling area and these flags need 
to be placed out in the field so they can be approved.  Mr. Riccio stated that he has replaced the flags. 
 
Agent Porter stated that what is being used for erosion control is not okay, it has to be reinforced with 
haybales.  He is using what was discarded from the old project.  In some places the erosion controls are 
down on the ground and other places the stockpiles are not completely encircled so this needs to be 
corrected.  Agent Porter suggested that Scott Turner go out and look at the last part of the project as per 
the Order of Conditions. 
 
Mr. Riccio stated that there was also plantings proposed in one of the basins as per the Order of 
Conditions that still needs to be done.   
 
Agent Porter suggested that the Commission hold off on issuing an approval until the erosion controls are 
established. 
 
Mr. Riccio advised that everything is stabilized and seeded but the plantings for the detention pond have 
not been done yet and that he will work to get the erosion controls beefed up. 
 
Commissioner Pacheco made a motion to continue this matter to July 21, 2015.  Motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Audette.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 
 
Commissioner Audette made a motion to forward this request to Scott Turner at Nitsch Engineering for 
review.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Pacheco. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Agent Updates:  

CARDINAL PLACE 

Agent Porter advised that an as-built has been submitted by Rich Rheaume without any calculations and 
then he submitted some preliminary calculations. 

Mr. Hugh Rowlett was present and he advised that Mr. Rheaume submitted the calculations via e-mail 
late in the work day today.   

Agent Porter advised that this matter needs to be submitted to Scott Turner at Nitsch Engineering for 
review the calculations for the swale, detention pond and all the structures prior to being able to sign-off 
on the as-built for the drainage system. 

Agent Porter stated that Condition #51 needs to be satisfied so that they can move forward to the next 
phase of the project. 

Commissioner Audette made a motion to submit the as-built and calculations to Scott Turner at Nitsch 
Engineering.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Pacheco.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 

Commissioner Audette inquired whether the stumps have been removed near the swale.  Mr. Rowlett 
replied that he has been assured those will be removed and will be seeded to make sure there is no 
erosion. 

Mr. Rowlett showed the Commissioners pictures of the infiltration pond and site. 

2. General Correspondence 
3. Meeting Minutes of 4/21/2015 & 5/19/15 for approval  

 
There being no additions, corrections or deletions of substance, a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes 
of April 21, 2015 was made by Commissioner Audette.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Pacheco.   
All in favor.  Motion carries. 
 
There being no additions, corrections or deletions of substance, a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes 
of May 19, 2015 was made by Commissioner Audette.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Pacheco. 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Pacheco at approximately 7:00 pm.  Motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Audette.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
________________________ 
Sandy Douglas 
Administrative Specialist  


