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1.0   Introduction 

On behalf of the Acushnet Company, AECOM has submitted this Request for Determination of 
Applicability (RDA) (see Appendix A) for the installation of a concrete foundation pad for a heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) condenser unit at the Acushnet Company Plant C Facility 
located at 700 Belleville Avenue in New Bedford, Massachusetts.  The proposed HVAC unit has been 
sited in a landscaped area on the south side of the property to provide thermal comfort and 
acceptable indoor air quality at the Plant C facility.     

The proposed work will occur in locations that contain known soil contaminants, mainly 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) that have affected the site as a result of the historic operation and 
disposal practices performed by the former Aerovox electrical manufacturing facility which was located   
to the immediate north of the site.  The Aerovox facility is currently undergoing site investigation in 
accordance with the requirements of the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (310 CMR 40.0000).  The 
proposed work has been sited within paved and landscaped areas of the 100-foot buffer zone to 
Coastal Bank and approximately 60 feet from the bank of the Acushnet River.  The Applicant plans to 
commence construction activities in November of 2014, with AECOM providing oversight of the work.     
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2.0   Existing Conditions 

The site is located at 700 Belleville Avenue in New Bedford, Massachusetts, and is comprised of one 
lot, designated by the New Bedford Assessors’ office on Map 112, as Lot 133.  The site has been 
historically used as a textile mill and custom golf ball printing facility, and is currently occupied by a 
438,000 square-foot brick building, with associated paved parking locations and previously developed 
surrounding landscaped areas.  The property is currently under the ownership and operation of 
Acushnet Company (see Appendix B) and functions as their Plant C facility, which creates custom 
artwork images which are pad printed onto finished golf balls using solvent-based inks, and stitching 
apparel.  Other ancillary operations include golf ball research and development (R & D) activities, 
product storage, building utilities, maintenance activities, and shipping and receiving.  The majority of 
the land use surrounding the building is occupied by paved and maintained residential and 
commercial developments and open water locations associated with the Acushnet River (see Figure 1 
located in Appendix D). 

2.1 Wetland Resource Areas 
The wetland resource areas located on the site pursuant to the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection 
Act (G. L. c. 131, s. 40) and Regulations (310 CMR 10.00) are limited to Coastal Bank (310 CMR 
10.30), and Riverfront Area (310 CMR 10.58).  Given the limited scope of the proposed activity, and 
the nature of the existing site conditions where the work is to occur (i.e., minor buffer zone 
disturbances in previously developed/currently maintained locations), the limit of these resource areas 
has been approximated on the attached site plan (see Figure 2 located in Appendix D).  As a result, 
confirmation of the depicted resource area boundaries is not being requested under this application 
and depiction of these locations is solely to aid in the planning and design work for the proposed 
HVAC unit.  A brief summary of the resource areas located on the subject parcel has been provided 
below.   

2.1.1 Riverfront Area 
Riverfront Area is defined under 310 CMR 10.58(2)(a) as the area of land between a river's mean 
annual high water line and a parallel line measured horizontally. The Riverfront area may include or 
overlap other resource areas or their buffer zones. The Riverfront area does not have a buffer zone.  

Riverfront Area in densely-developed locations (310 CMR 10.58(3)(a)) is limited to 25 feet from the 
waterbody’s bank or mean annual high-water line.  In most rivers the first observable break in slope is 
coincident with bankfull conditions and the mean annual high-water line; however, as defined in 
310CMR 10.58(2)(c) the mean annual high-water line in tidal rivers is coincident with the mean high  
water line determined under 310 CMR 10.23.  The site’s mean high water line is depicted as a solid 
blue line along the western edge of the Acushnet River and the waterbody’s associated 25-foot 
Riverfront area is shown as a dashed black line on the project site plans included on Figure 2 in 
Appendix D.   

2.1.2 Coastal Bank 
Coastal Bank is defined under 310 CMR 10.30(2) as the seaward face or side of any elevated 
landform, other than a coastal dune, which lies at the landward edge of a coastal beach, land subject 
to tidal action, or other wetland. The Coastal Bank adjacent to the subject parcel has been depicted 
on the attached site plans as a solid green line on Figure 2 in Appendix D based on the guidance 
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provided within the MassDEP Wetlands Program Policy 92-1, as well as the topographic data made 
available for public use by the MassGIS program. 

2.1.3 100-Year Floodplain 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (“FEMA”) Flood Insurance Rate Maps (“FIRM”) for the 
City of New Bedford, Massachusetts (FIRM Map No. 25005C0391G), was used to determine if any 
portion of the subject property is located within a special flood hazard area inundated by the 100-year 
flood.  Based on this FEMA mapping, the eastern portion of the Site lies within Zone AE, an area 
inundated by 100-year flooding, for which base flood elevations (BFEs) have been determined (FEMA 
1984).  The remainder of the site, including the location selected for the proposed HVAC foundation 
pad is located within the 500-year floodplain (see Appendix D, Figure 4).  

2.2 Mapped Soil Series Units 
Based on the USDA Soil Conservation Service’s Soil Survey of Bristol County, Massachusetts, 
Southern Part (October,1981), the soils on the site are comprised entirely of urban land (Ur).  The 
urban land has a larger percentage of its surface area covered by structures or paved areas.  The 
areas of smoothed udorthents consist of mainly level areas formed by excavating or filling for 
construction projects.   

2.3 Threatened and Endangered Species 
According to the 2008 13th Edition of the Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas prepared by the 
Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (New Bedford North Quadrangle), 
the site is not located within an area of Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife or Priority Habitats of Rare 
Species.  Additionally, no Certified Vernal Pools are located within the vicinity of the Site (see 
Appendix D, Figure 5). 
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3.0   PROPOSED ACTIVITIES 
AECOM Environment has filed this RDA (see Appendix A) for the installation of a 7 foot by 9 foot-wide 
concrete foundation pad to support a HVAC condenser unit at the Acushnet Company Plant C facility.   
The HVAC unit has been proposed in a previously cleared and maintained landscaped area on the 
south side of the property, immediately adjacent to the existing building.  Work will occur in locations 
which contain known soil contaminants (PCBs) and therefore work must be performed in accordance 
with the requirements of the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (310 CMR 40.0000) as well as the 
Release Abatement Measure (RAM) plan prepared for the activity and approved by MassDEP.  Work 
associated with the RAM Plan will be conducted by URS Corporation, on behalf of AVX Corporation 
(owners of the adjacent Aerovox MCP site).  The construction sequence will be performed as follows: 

• The location of the proposed excavation will be staked in the field for contractor review.  All 
onsite construction personnel will be informed of the resources areas located onsite, as well 
as any specific construction protocol or permit conditions related to the RAM plan and/or the 
RDA; 
  

• Siltation fence (or an equivalent erosion control devices approved by the Conservation 
Agent) will be installed as depicted on the site plan included in Appendix B, to aid in the 
prevention of soil migration from the proposed workspace to unaffected buffer zone and/or 
Riverfront Area resource locations;   
 

• Lined roll-off containers or dump trucks will be stationed onsite to allow for the live-load 
storage of spoils generated during the excavation.  No spoils will be stockpiled onsite and 
removed material will be transported to a licensed disposal facility.  If required, all dewatering 
operations will be discharged to a frac tank or a vacuum truck will be employed for 
groundwater management;    
 

• Excavation of an approximate 13 foot by 15 foot-wide area will then occur to allow for the  
appropriate dimensions of the pad, as well as to accommodate space for one foot of clean 
soils around the perimeter of the pad during backfilling operations; 
 

• The foundation hole for the pad will be initially excavated to a depth of 6 feet below the 
surface grade.  This depth has been selected based on previously collected soil boring 
sample data from two locations in close proximity of the workspace.  Both soil borings 
depicted PCB concentrations at decreasing levels as sample data reached 6 feet below the 
surface grade; 
 

• Once a 6 foot depth has been achieved, soil samples will be collected and submitted for 
laboratory analysis of total PCBs to confirm PCB concentration levels are below MCP 
standards.  Excavation and sampling will continue until the excavation contains PCB 
concentrations at or below a threshold of 1 part per million (ppm).  It has been estimated by 
AECOM that installation of the project will result in the excavation of 50 cubic yards of 
contaminated soils (remediation waste).  Because the excavated soil is known to contain 
PCBs in excess of 50 ppm, the soil will be manifested and disposed at a Toxic Substance 
Control Act (TSCA) licensed disposal facility as PCB Remediation Waste;   
 

• Following confirmed laboratory results demonstrating PCB concentrations at or below 1 ppm, 
the excavation will be lined with geotextile fabric to function as a visual barrier for future 
reference in identifying the extent of the excavation. The excavation will then be backfilled 
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with clean soil to a depth of 0.5-inches below grade.  Compacted gravel will then be added to 
the appropriate surface elevation to allow for the construction of the concrete pad; 
 

• Once the concrete foundation is constructed, locations around the installed pad will be and 
topped with a 3-foot gravel apron around the perimeter of the foundation.  Any remaining 
surface locations, disturbed as a result of the excavation activity will be graded and seeded.     

The proposed work will take place in the 100-foot buffer zone to Coastal Bank, most of which is 
currently paved or maintained as lawn.  The proposed HVAC unit and foundation pad will account for 
approximately 195 square feet (13 feet by 15 feet) of temporary surface disturbances and 63 square 
feet (7 feet by 9 feet) of permanent surface disturbances.  No permanent impacts to the site’s 
Riverfront Area will occur and installation of the project will not require the clearing of vegetation or the 
cutting of trees.   

The foundation work and HVAC unit will be installed by a subcontractor, and excavation activities will 
be overseen by AECOM to ensure compliance with applicable state regulations and the requirements 
of the New Bedford Conservation Commission.   
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3.1 Spill Prevention and Preparedness 
AECOM Environment will require the contractor to take the necessary precautions to prevent a 
hazardous materials spill and to be prepared in the event that a spill occurs.  The service vehicles 
used to transport lubricants and fuel shall be equipped with an emergency spill response kit.  The 
following activities will be confined to locations outside the 25-foot Riverfront Area. 

• Refueling equipment; 

• Storing fuels or lubricating oils 

• Storing of roll-offs for spoil storage; and  

• Parking of vehicles and storage of motorized equipment during non-work hours. 
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4.0   REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 
The Wetlands Protection Act Regulations (the Act) states that when a coastal bank is determined to 
be significant to storm damage prevention or flood control because it is a vertical buffer 
to storm waters, 310 cmr 10.30(6) through (8) shall apply: 
 
(6) Any project on such a coastal bank or within 100 feet landward of the top of such coastal 
bank shall have no adverse effects on the stability of the coastal bank. 
 
The proposed project is located approximately 51 linear feet from the “top of bank” (at its closest point) 
as depicted on the attached site plan included in Attachment D of this report.  Installation of the 
proposed HVAC until and the associated foundation pad is anticipated to temporarily impact 
approximately 195 square feet and permanently impact approximately 63 square feet of the ground 
surface within the 100-foot buffer zone to Coastal Bank.  All impacts will occur in previously altered 
locations that are currently paved or maintained as landscaped lawn; therefore, the proposed work is 
expected to have no adverse effects on the stability of the Coastal Bank.  
 
(7) Bulkheads, revetments, seawalls, groins or other coastal engineering structures may be 
permitted on such a coastal bank except when such bank is significant to storm damage 
prevention or flood control because it supplies sediment to coastal beaches, coastal dunes, and 
barrier beaches. 
 
No portion of the proposed project will be located on the Coastal Bank. 
 
(8) notwithstanding the provisions of 310 cmr 10.30(3) through (7), no project may be 
Permitted which will have any adverse effect on specified habitat sites of rare vertebrate or 
Invertebrate species, as identified by procedures established under 310 cmr 10.37. 
 
As described in section 2.3 above, the site is not located within an area of Estimated Habitats of Rare 
Wildlife or Priority Habitats of Rare Species, therefore no adverse effect on specified habitat sites of 
rare vertebrate or invertebrate species is anticipated to occur.   

As proposed, the Project complies with the applicable performance standards under the 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act relative to avoidance and/or minimization of adverse impacts 
to the sites wetland resource areas (Coastal Bank and Riverfront Area) and there are no alternatives 
to the actions being proposed that would be less damaging to the sites resource areas.  No portion of 
the work will result in an alteration of Coastal Bank or Riverfront Area, and the total project permanent 
disturbance within the 100-foot buffer zone is approximately 63 square feet.  All remaining disturbed 
locations not occupied by the HVAC foundation or the perimeter stone apron will be stabilized through 
re-vegetation and will be allowed to return to pre-existing conditions.   

 

 

  October 2014 



 

 
    

Appendix A 
 
Request for Determination of 
Applicability Form  

 

 

 



 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

 
New Bedford 
City/Town 

 A.  General Information 

Important:  
When filling out 
forms on the 
computer, use 
only the tab 
key to move 
your cursor - 
do not use the 
return key. 

 

1.  Applicant: 

Acushnet Company 
Name 

Kevin_Kelly@AcushnetGolf.com 
E-Mail Address  

P.O. Box 965 
Mailing Address  

Fairhaven 
City/Town 

MA 
State 

02719 
Zip Code 

(508) 910-8825 
Phone Number 

 
Fax Number (if applicable) 

2.  Representative (if any): 

AECOM Environment 
Firm 

 Stephen Chmiel 
Contact Name 

stephen.chmiel@aecom.com 
E-Mail Address  

 9 Jonathan Bourne Drive 
Mailing Address 

 Pocasset 
City/Town 

MA 
State 

02559 
Zip Code 

 (508) 833-6969 
Phone Number 

(508) 833-6951 
Fax Number (if applicable) 

  
 B. Determinations 
 1.  I request the  New Bedford 

Conservation Commission 
 make the following determination(s). Check any that apply:  

 
 a. whether the area depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced below is an area subject to 

jurisdiction of the Wetlands Protection Act. 
 

 b. whether the boundaries of resource area(s) depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced below 
are accurately delineated. 

 
  c. whether the work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act.  

 
 d. whether the area and/or work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the jurisdiction 

of any municipal wetlands ordinance or bylaw of:  
 

      
Name of Municipality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  e. whether the following scope of alternatives is adequate for work in the Riverfront Area as 
depicted on referenced plan(s). 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

 
New Bedford 
City/Town 

 C. Project Description 
 1. a.  Project Location (use maps and plans to identify the location of the area subject to this request): 

 700 Belleville Avenue  
Street Address 

New Bedford 
City/Town 

 112 
Assessors Map/Plat Number 

133 
Parcel/Lot Number  

  b. Area Description (use additional paper, if necessary): 

  The site is located at 700 Belleville Avenue in New Bedford, MA.  The property contains an existing  
 

      building, paved parking areas, landscaped uplands, and wetland resource areas associated with the  
 
Acushnet River, which is located directly east of the subject property.  Please see the attached project  
 
narrative for additional site information.   
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 c. Plan and/or Map Reference(s):   

 Proposed Concrete Foundation and HVAC Unit Installation                                       
Acushnet Company Ball Plant C 

  
 

October 2014 
Date 

 Title       
Date 

       
Title 

      
Date 

 2. a.  Work Description (use additional paper and/or provide plan(s) of work, if necessary): 

  

The applicant is proposing to install a concrete foundation pad for a heating, ventilation and air 

conditioning (HVAC) condenser unit at the Acushnet Company Ball Plant C Facility located at 700 

Belleville Avenue in New Bedford, Massachusetts.  The HVAC unit has been proposed on the south 

side of the property to provide thermal comfort and acceptable indoor air quality for the Ball Plant C 

facility.  The activity has been sited within paved and landscaped areas within the 100-foot buffer zone 

to Coastal Bank and approximately 60 feet from the Acushnet River.  The proposed installation will 

result in approximately 63 square feet of permanent impacts within the 100-foot buffer zone to Coastal 

Bank.  Please see the attached project narrative for additional site information.   
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

 
New Bedford 
City/Town 

  

 C. Project Description (cont.) 
 b.  Identify provisions of the Wetlands Protection Act or regulations which may exempt the applicant 

from having to file a Notice of Intent for all or part of the described work (use additional paper, if 
necessary).  

  Please see section 4.0 Regulatory Compliance of the attached project narrative.  
  

 
            
                       

 

 

 

 3. a.  If this application is a Request for Determination of Scope of Alternatives for work in the Riverfront 
Area, indicate the one classification below that best describes the project. 

 
   Single family house on a lot recorded on or before 8/1/96 
 
   Single family house on a lot recorded after 8/1/96 
 
   Expansion of an existing structure on a lot recorded after 8/1/96 
 
  Project, other than a single family house or public project, where the applicant owned the lot before 

8/7/96 
 
  New agriculture or aquaculture project 
 
   Public project where funds were appropriated prior to 8/7/96 
 
  Project on a lot shown on an approved, definitive subdivision plan where there is a recorded deed 

restriction limiting total alteration of the Riverfront Area for the entire subdivision 
 
  Residential subdivision; institutional, industrial, or commercial project 
 
  Municipal project 
 
  District, county, state, or federal government project 
 
  Project required to evaluate off-site alternatives in more than one municipality in an Environmental 

Impact Report under MEPA or in an alternatives analysis pursuant to an application for a 404 permit 
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or 401 Water Quality Certification from the Department of 
Environmental Protection. 

 
b. Provide evidence (e.g., record of date subdivision lot was recorded) supporting the classification 
above (use additional paper and/or attach appropriate documents, if necessary.)   
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

 
New Bedford 
City/Town 

 D. Signatures and Submittal Requirements 
 I hereby certify under the penalties of perjury that the foregoing Request for Determination of Applicability 

and accompanying plans, documents, and supporting data are true and complete to the best of my 
knowledge. 
 
I further certify that the property owner, if different from the applicant, and the appropriate DEP Regional 
Office were sent a complete copy of this Request (including all appropriate documentation) simultaneously 
with the submittal of this Request to the Conservation Commission. 
 
Failure by the applicant to send copies in a timely manner may result in dismissal of the Request for 
Determination of Applicability.  
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Name and address of the property owner: 

 Acushnet Company  
Name 

 P.O. Box 965 
Mailing Address 

 Fairhaven  
City/Town 

 MA 
State 

02719 
Zip Code 

  
Signatures: 
 
I also understand that notification of this Request  will be placed in a local newspaper at my expense 
in accordance with Section 10.05(3)(b)(1) of the Wetlands Protection Act regulations. 

 

 

  
Signature of Applicant 

      
Date 

   

  
Signature of Representative (if any) 

10-23-14 
Date 
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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 
MASSACHUSETTS

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
2009 FILING FEE CALCULATION WORKSHEET*

 
PROJECT LOCATION: 

__________________________________________MAP ________LOT(S) _________ 

APPLICANT:___________________________________________________________

CONSERVATION COMMISSION FEES (check all that apply):   

(       )   REQUEST FOR DETERMINATION OF APPLICABILITY
(       )   NOTICE OF INTENT 
(       )   INQUIRY AS TO NEED FOR AN AMENDED ORDER** 
(       )   AMENDED ORDER OF CONDITIONS     
(       )   ANRAD (Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation)                                    
(       )   EXTENSION PERMIT                                   
(       )   CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE                     
(       )   AFTER THE FACT FILING
(        )  RESTORATION PLAN FEE (no NOI filing required)
(        )  LIFTING AN ENFORCEMENT ORDER   
(       )   PENALTIES
       

(A.) ALTERATION FEES:
Application and field review of a project proposed in a Wetland Resource Area or its 
Buffer Zone is $150.00 plus the applicable alteration fee as follows 

                                            AMOUNT DUE
� Application and Field Review Fee  ( $150.00 )   $__________  
� $0.50 X  _______   SF Wetland Resource Area   $___________ 
� $0.05 X  _______   SF Land Subject Coastal Flooding  $___________ 
� $0.20 X ________  SF Developed Riverfront Area   $___________ 
� $1.00 X ________  SF Undeveloped Riverfront Area                       $ __________ 
� $5.00 X ________  LF Coastal Bank     $___________ 
� $0.10 X ________  SF Buffer Zone      $___________  

(B.) EXTENSION of an Order of Conditions: 
� Minor Project ...  $100.00 + _______  (¼ local fee from NOI)  $___________ 
� Other Projects … $200.00 + _______ (¼ local fee from NOI )   $___________ 

700 Belleville Avenue 112 133

Acushnet Company 

X

150.00

195 19.50
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(C.) AMENDING A PERMIT: 
� Written inquiry or request to appear to determine the need for an  

Amended Order:**   ($50.00 fee)               $___________ 

� Amending OOC: $150.00 + _________ (applicable alteration fee) $___________   

(D.) RESOURCE BOUNDARY DELINEATION VERIFICATION
        USING AN RDA APPLICATION:

� $150.00 + $2.00 X _______ LF  Wetland boundary   $___________ 
       

(E.) ABBREVIATED RESOURCE AREA DELINEATION VERIFICATION 
(ANRAD)
� $150.00 + $1.00 X ________ LF Resource Area boundary  $___________  

(F.) RESOURCE BOUNDARY DELINEATION VERIFICATION CONDUCTED  
       DURING A NOTICE OF INTENT REVIEW 

� $150.00 + $3.00 X ________ LF Resource Area boundary  $___________    
        

(G.) DOCKS: 
� $100.00 + $4.00 X _______ LF of dock    $__________ 

� Add 150% to total fee if in significant shellfish habitat  $___________                  

(H.) AFTER THE FACT FILING: 
� All Total Fees are doubled      $___________   

(I.) RESTORATION PLAN FEE: 
� ($150.00 + _________Alteration Fee) Multiplied by 2 $___________                           

(J.) LIFTING ON ENFORCEMENT ORDER:
� $150.00 fee        $___________  

                    
(K.) CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE:

� refer to “K” of the Fee schedule     $___________        

(L.) PENALTIES:
� refer to “L” of the Fee schedule     $___________  

                 

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE (including after-the-fact fee if applicable):     $___________169.50
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Notes:
          
* Please refer to the Conservation Commission Fee Schedule - Revised April 2009 

** This is not required, but available for anyone who would like to appear to discuss the
      need to Amend.   

Please make check or Money Order payable to: THE CITY OF NEW BEDFORD.  
Cash is not Accepted.   
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Figure 4
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FEMA Q3 Flood Zone A AE

Acushnet Company - Ball Plant I
4 Slocum Street

Acushnet, Massachusetts

October 2014
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