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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2301 Purchase Street
NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS

July 25, 2014

INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) is to request that the New
Bedford Conservation Commission (Commission) review the extent of Vegetated Wetland
resource area boundaries and associated buffer zones under the Massachusetts Wetland
Protection Act (WPA) and New Bedford Wetlands Protection Ordinance (Ordinance) and grant
permission to perform a sewer line upgrade within the 100-foot buffer zone to a Bordering
Vegetated Wetland (BVW) for property located at 2301 Purchase Street (Map 97 Parcel 9) in
New Bedford (Subject Property).

This RDA application is being submitted by the following property owner:

2301 Purchase Street
(Map 97 Lot 9)
Friends Realty, Inc.
C/O Sid Wainer & Son
2301 Purchase Street
New Bedford, MA 02746

SITE OVERVIEW & EXISTING CONDITIONS
The Subject Property consists of an approximately 4.66 acre commercial property located on
the west side of Purchase Street (see Figures 1 through 3 and Site Plan). To the north the
Subject Property is bordered by Van Buren Street, a paved public way, and commercial
properties. To the east the Subject Property is bordered by Purchase Street, a paved public
way, and commercial properties. To the west the Subject Property is bordered by Myrtle Street,
a paved public way, and residential properties. To the south the Subject Property is bordered
by a small undeveloped area which contains wetlands and is in turn bordered by commercial
properties (see Figures 1 through 3 and Site Plan). The Subject Property is currently developed
and is the site of multiple commercial buildings, paved driveways, and paved parking areas. A
vegetated Wetland Resource Area (BVW) is located on the two properties directly to the south
of the Subject Property. The extent of this wetland resource area has been delineated, flagged,
and survey located in the field. Portions of the BVW boundary (WF-8 and WF-9) are located
within 10 feet of the southern boundary of the Subject Property. The southern portion of the
Subject Property adjacent to the BVW is currently paved and contains existing utility lines
including an existing sewer line. The majority of the southern portion of the Subject Property is
located within the 100-foot BVW buffer zone (see Site Plan).

PROPOSED ACTIVITIES
Since the BVW is located on abutting properties, not all of which are controlled by the Applicant,
the Applicant is not requesting that the Commission officially confirm the extent of the BVW
resource area. Instead, the Applicant is requesting that the Commission approve the upgrade
of an existing sewer line located within a previously altered and paved portion of the Subject
Property which is within the 100-foot BVW buffer zone.
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Sewer Upgrade

The Applicant is proposing to excavate and replace the existing sewer connection with an
upgraded sewer connection. All work will be performed within previously altered and paved
portions of the Subject Property. Sedimentation control will be installed along the southern
boundary of the Subject Property adjacent to the proposed work area (see Site Plan). Upon
completion of the sewer upgrade, the disturbed area will be repaved. Since all work will occur
within previously altered and paved portions of the Subject Property, the proposed sewer
upgrade will not result in any new or additional adverse impacts to the BVW or the associated
buffer zones.

NHESP / MESA
The Subject Property is located entirely outside of any Natural Heritage and Endangered
Species Program (NHESP) mapped Estimated or Priority Habitat of Rare and Endangered
Species as indicated on the 2008 NHESP Atlas as available from MassGIS (see Figure 5).

EROSION / SEDIMENTATION CONTROL & CONSTRUCTION PROTOCOL
Sedimentation controls (silt fencing) will be installed along the southern portion of the Subject
Property adjacent to the proposed work area (see Site Plan). The proposed sedimentation
controls will prevent siltation into the BVW and will help avoid or minimize any adverse impacts
to the BVW.

WETLAND RESOURCE AREAS
The scope of work proposed in this RDA includes the replacement of an existing sewer
connection which is located within a previously altered and paved portion of the Subject
Property located within the 100-foot BVW buffer zone. The Applicant is not requesting that the
Commission officially confirm the extent of the BVW on the adjacent properties not all of which
are controlled by the Applicant. Instead, the Applicant is requesting that the Commission
approve the proposed utility upgrade within a previously altered portion of the BVW buffer zone
subject to the jurisdiction of the New Bedford Conservation Commission under the State
Wetlands Protection Act (310 CMR 10.00, Act) and it implementing Regulations (Regs) and the
New Bedford Wetlands Protection Ordinance (§15-101, Ordinance):

 Offsite Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW) (Site Plan); and

 100-foot buffer to a BVW (Figure 4 and Site Plan)

The extent of the off-site wetland resource area has been delineated, flagged, and survey

located in the field. The edge of the resource area is marked by an abrupt change in slope and

vegetation type.

CONCLUSION
The Applicant is proposing to perform a utility upgrade (sewer) located within a portion of the
Subject Property which contains the existing sewer line and has been previously altered and
paved. The proposed sewer upgrade will be located entirely within the 100-foot BVW buffer
zone to an offsite BVW. Siltation barriers will be installed along the southern boundary of the
Subject Property to prevent siltation into the BVW. The Proposed Project has been designed to
minimize or avoid any new or additional adverse impacts to the BVW resource area or
associated buffer zones. Therefore, the Applicant respectfully requests that the Commission
confirm the presence of a BVW buffer zone on the Subject Property and permit utility
replacement within previously altered and paved portions of the BVW buffer zone on the Subject
Property.
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SEWER PLAN

SCALE:  HOR. 1" = 20'

SEWER PROFILE

SCALE:  HOR. 1" = 40'

VER. 1" = 4'
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