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Memorandum 
 

To: Kimberly Tisa, PCB Coordinator 

From: David M. Sullivan, LSP 

CC: Michele Paul, LSP, Cheryl Henlin 

Subject: Request for Additional Information concerning Request for Regulatory 
Opinion, Remediation of Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB) Impacted Soils 
Subset of Acquired Residential Properties 101 and 102 Greenwood Street and 
118 Ruggles Street New Bedford, Massachusetts 

Date: November 2, 2012   

 
TRC Environmental Corporation (TRC) has prepared this memorandum to provide the 
supplemental information requested by the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) concerning the TRC letter, Request for Concurrence on Regulatory Opinion Remediation 
of Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB) Impacted Soils, dated August 15, 2012. 
 

1. The proposed vertical delineation sampling at sample location SB-101-6B may be 
inadequate given the depth of PCBs >50 ppm at adjacent locations – In addition to 
the vertical pre-delineation sample proposed at 4 feet, we will add vertical delineation 
samples to be taken at 5–7 feet, and 7-9 feet to ensure that PCB concentrations >50 ppm 
will be addressed during remediation. 

2. It is unclear what is happening with test pit TP-101G – Our plan calls for test pit TP-
101G to be addressed during the excavation at TP-101C, and TP-101F.  It was 
inadvertently not included in our text, but is illustrated in Figure 2. 

3. At sample locations SB-101-4D and SB-101-6A, additional sampling should be 
performed to ensure sampling did not result in PCB dilution – As discussed in the 
TRC letter at page 6, samples will be taken at sample locations SB-101-4D and SB-101-
6A in light of previous sample results approaching 50 mg/kg total PCBs (49.2 mg/kg and 
42.4 mg/kg, respectively).  At each of the locations three borings will be placed 
surrounding the locations indicated on Figure 2.  Samples will be taken at 3-5 feet, 5-7 
feet, and 7-9 feet and analyzed for total PCBs.  If any of these samples indicate a 
concentration greater than or equal to 50 mg/kg total PCBs, the locations will be 
excavated.  If this scenario occurs, confirmatory grab samples will be taken from the 
sidewalls at a frequency of one sample per 1.5 meters of sidewall.  Additional pre-
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excavation confirmatory samples would be collected if any confirmatory sample results 
indicate a concentration greater than or equal to 50 mg/kg total PCBs.  Lateral limits will 
be determined to be where sidewall confirmatory sampling results are less than 50 mg/kg.  
Where field conditions allow, sidewalls will be over-excavated 6 inches beyond the 
aforementioned limits as a conservative measure. 

4. Please provide a table showing the proposed number of pre-excavation samples – 
The proposed number of pre-excavation samples are as follows: 

Excavation Location Number of pre-excavation 
samples(1) 

101 Greenwood Street 
H2, TP101A 12 
TP101-H, TP101-I, TP-101B, TP-101D, TP-101E 36 
TP101-C, TP101-F, TP101-G 19 

SB-101-6B 6(2) 

SB-101-6A(3) 9 

SB-101-4D(3) 9 
102 Greenwood Street 
SB-102-6 5 

SB-185, SB-102-8A, SB-102-8B, SB-102-8C, SB-102-8D, TP102-C 24 

Notes: 
 1.  Number of pre-excavation samples based on sample results <50 ppm PCBs in first sampling event. 

2.  Number of samples includes sidewall samples, and vertical delineation samples at 4', 5-7', and 7-9'. 
3.  Samples at SB-101-6A (49.2 ppm PCBs) and SB-101-4D (42.4 ppm PCBs) include three locations       

surrounding the original sample location taken at three depths (3-5', 5-7', and 7-9'). 
 
5. Please add the location of house foundations to the figures – The location of the 

house foundations have been added to Figures 1, 2, and 3. 

6. With respect to 118 Ruggles Street, did you obtain the information from the 
EPA Removal Group, who performed the soil excavation at 128 Ruggles Street, 
to support that this location has been excavated? – The information was supplied 
by Marcus Holmes, EPA On-Scene Coordinator, which indicates that the removal 
action performed by EPA at 128 Ruggles Street included sample location A15 on the 
118 Ruggles Street property.  Please see attached the two figures provided by EPA 
(128 Ruggles Street (P-020) Removal Grid Location Map, and Satellite View of 
Excavation), and the TRC Excavation Plan showing the 118 Ruggles Street area. 

7. On the August 15, 2012 submittal, Figure 1 does not include data for sample 
location SB-196 – The PCB data for sample location SB-196 has been added to 
Figure 1. 
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ppm: parts per million  
As: Arsenic

Cd: Cadmium
Cr: Chromium

Pb: Lead
PCB: Polychlorinated Biphenyls

QX Composite floor sample location 
Area excavated to 
a depth of 3-feet

P-020-EW01A
Cr: 31 ppm
Pb: 265 ppm

PCB: 0.74 ppm
P-020-EW01B

As: 29 ppm
Cr: 68 ppm

Pb: 647 ppm
PCB: 10 ppm

Benzo(a)anthracene: 44 ppm
Benzo(a)pyrene: 36 ppm

Benzo(b)fluoranthene: 29 ppm
Dibenzo(a,h)anthracene: 1.4 ppm
Indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene: 11 ppm 

P-020-Q1
Pb: 5.1 ppm
PCB: ND

P-020-NW01A
Cd: 8 ppm

Pb: 251 ppm
PCB: 1.33 ppm
P-020-NW01B

Pb: 206 ppm
PCB: 8 ppm

P-020-WW01A
Pb: 25 ppm
PCB: ND 

P-020-WW01B
Cd: 9 ppm
Pb: 97 ppm

PCB: 0.5 ppm

P-020-SW01A
Pb: 93 ppm

PCB: 0.2 ppm
P-020-SW01B

Pb: 33 ppm
PCB: 0.08 ppm






