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| STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE by: f Anne Louro
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The Strand Theater building meets criterion A for its historical association with and contribution to the rapid
development of the Acushnet Avenue commercial corridor that took place at the turn of the ftwentieth century.
The development occurred in response to the spread of textile miils and the subsequent exploding population of
mill workers in the North End of New Bedford, Massachusetts. As several mills opened to the north of the old city,
hundreds of houses were built along the intersecting streets of Acushnet Avenue and hundreds of businesses
| opened and developed in turn along Acushnet Avenue to provide services and entertainment to the growing
population.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Continued

The Capitol Theater building also meets criterion A for its historical association with the growth and development
of the entertainment industry over the twentieth century. It contributed to the explosion of movie house
establishments in New Bedford during the first quarter of the twentieth century, a development that was
mirrored in cities across the country,

Additionally, the Capitol Theater building is significant under criterion A for its historical associations with the
ethnically diverse population of the North End. Its store and office tenants, many of them leng-term, included
Franco-Canadian immigrants, Greek immigrants, and Russian Jewish immigrants.

.The Capitol Theater building meets criterion C as a representation of a mixed-use American commercial style
building. It is also significant as one of the few surviving theater buildings in New Bedford. While over fifteen
theaters opened in the city during the first quarter of the twentieth century, the Capitol Theater building is one of
only five surviving theater buildings in the city, and one of only two located in the North End. Furthermore, it is
the only surviving example of its size, scale, and architectural style in New Bedford. The Capital Theatre interior
has undergone alterations, but retains much of its architectural detail, including the stage proscenium.
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