










































































































 
 
 
 
December 10, 2017 
 
To:  CPA Committee for New Bedford 
From:  The waterfront Historic Area League (WHALE) 
 
Dear CPA Committee and City Council: 
 
Butler Flats Lighthouse, located in New Bedford Harbor, was built in 1898 and is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places.  Because of its age and exposure to the elements, the 
lighthouse is in desperate need of repair.  It is proposed to be used as an aid to navigation (a 
lighthouse), a function it served from 1898 to 2014. 
 
The most essential aspects of this preservation project are the stabilization and repair of the 
base of the lighthouse -- a cylindrical cast iron caisson filled with concrete -- and the concrete 
deck that covers the caisson to form the entry level of the lighthouse. Restoring these 
foundational elements of the lighthouse is a necessary first step in the larger, comprehensive 
project of preserving the Butler Flats lighthouse and restoring it to operation. 
 
WHALE fully supports this project and will provide historical expertise as required by the Butler 
Flats project team.  We hope that it receives CPA funding. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Teri Bernert 
Executive Director, WHALE 
 
 




















































































































































































































































































































































