
 

STAFF COMMENTS           Page 1 of 3 

 

City of New Bedford                                                                                                                                                                       
Department of Planning, Housing & Community Development 

608 Pleasant St, New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 
Telephone: (508) 979.1500   Facsimile: (508) 979.1575 

 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING  
May 10, 2017 

 
Case #16-17: SITE PLAN REVIEW  

FOR NEW GROUND SIGN 
Whelan Associates 
70 North Second Street 

  Map 53, Lot 96 

Owner/   
Applicant:   OZ, LLC  

70 North Second Street 
New Bedford, MA 02747 

  

Applicant’s Agent: 
Poyant Signs Inc.  
125 Samuel Barnet Blvd. 
New Bedford, MA 02745 

 
Overview of Request 
Request by applicant for Site Plan approval for Ground Sign under 
Chapter 9 Comprehensive Zoning, §5400 -5490B, 5410, 5427 and 
3200AA, located at 70 North Second Street (Map 53, Lot 96) on a 
2,646+/- SF site in the Industrial A (IA) zoning district, Downtown 
Business Overlay District zoning district, Bedford Landing Historic District, and Central Business District. 
 
Accompanying the application is a waiver request for the Planning Board’s consideration under §5400 Site Plan 
Review, §5440 Preparation of Plans and Site Plan Review Application Checklist for limited review of a Ground Sign 
that has been installed in place of a previously approved sign.   
 
A Certificate of Appropriateness has been received from the New Bedford Historical Commission. 
 
Existing Conditions  
Whelan Associates, LLC is a regional real estate firm. In 2015, this New Bedford company relocated its headquarters 
from Airport Road to the historical Greek Revival style Haile Luther House at the corner of Elm Street and North 
Second Street. Whelan Associates has invested in the renovation of both the interior and exterior of the structure.  
The subject site is located within the National Register Bedford-Landing Waterfront Historic District and the New 
Bedford Whaling National Historical Park. The sign that is proposed already exists in its intended location. 
 

PATRICK J. SULLIVAN 
 DIRECTOR 

 

 

 

 

VIEW LOOKING NORTH/NORTHEAST AT SITE 
FROM UNION AND SOUTH SECOND STREETS 
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Among the area downtown businesses and 
Federal and Greek revival style architectural 
buildings abutting this property, this site is 
adjacent to the recently renovated Standard 
Times/BayCoast Bank Building and across the 
street from the Elm Street Garage.  
 
The sign as proposed/exists is a double face, non-
illuminated pylon sign manufactured of high 
density urethane (HDU). HDU signs are value 
engineered to resemble wood. Color specifications 
for the sign are black and gray. The three (3) foot 
by two (2) foot rectangular sign face measures six 
(6) SF and is in compliance with §3273AA for the 
Central Business District. 
 
Overall height from grade is six (6) feet. The sign 
is mounted on a two (2) inch by two (2) inch +/- 
square aluminum posts painted black exposing four feet between ground and bottom of sign. Sign height in this 
district is regulated under §3276AA. Although the top of this sign, having an overall height of six (6) feet, extends 
above the top of the sill of the first level of windows above the first story, the ground sign is placed at a 45 degree 
angle to the street and does not obstruct the viewshed or site line. 
 
Proposed Conditions 
Given that this application seeks approval for an existing condition that was installed without benefit of site plan 
approval for a ground sign, there are no new proposed conditions. 
 
Review Comments 
As required under city ordinance, the case submittal documents were distributed to City Clerk, City Solicitor, Health 
Department, Inspectional Services, Engineering, Public Infrastructure, Conservation Commission, Fire Department 
and School Department. 

 
The Department of Public Infrastructure responded via telephone stating there were no comments forthcoming for 
this Ground Sign Site Plan application. No other comments have been received from the reviewing departments.  
 
Site Plan Review 
 

The applicant’s agent has submitted a waiver request for the Planning Board’s consideration citing §5400-Site Plan 
Review, §5440-Preparation of Plans, and Site Plan Review Checklist. 
 
Plans submitted for consideration:  
The submittal is shown as the (DRAFT) Plan of Survey for 70 North Second Street, New Bedford, MA, as prepared 
for Rob Hoyt, dated July 11, 2013, by  Prime Engineering, P.O. Box 1088, 350 Bedford Street, Lakeville, MA 02347, 
and presented by Poyant Signs. Inc., 125 Samuel Barnet Boulevard, New Bedford, MA 02745 consisting of one (1) 
sheet; and 
 
Whelan Associates, 70 North Second Street, New Bedford, MA, Freestanding Sign Location, dated 10.26.2016 as 
revised thru 03.24.2017, prepared by Poyant Signs. Inc., 125 Samuel Barnet Boulevard, New Bedford, MA 02745 
consisting of four (4) sheets. 
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Site Plan – Sheet 1 of 1 
Cover Page 
Pylon Sign Option D – Sheet 1D. 1 
Pylon Sign Option D – Sheet 1D. 2 
Pylon Sign Option D – Sheet 1D. 3 
 
Graphics submitted for consideration: 
Photograph depicting signage of previous occupant, 
Southeastern Massachusetts Convention & Visitors 
Bureau.  
 
Master Plan Goal 
The well-being of any community is often measured by 
the strength of its local economy. In this regard, the 
application for commercial ground sign under 
consideration by the Planning Board for Whelan 
Associates  meets the criteria set forth under A City 
Master Plan: New Bedford 2020 in that the proposal for 
a ground sign supports existing small businesses as part of the strategic approach for economic development.  
 
For Board Member Consideration 
The purpose of §3200AA.- Signs in the Central Business District is to promote the revitalization of the city’s historic 
downtown by encouraging the imaginative integration of existing and proposed signage with buildings of 
architectural integrity and historical significance. Staff finds that the sign as proposed is both consistent with the 
city’s established expectations and the plans for this ground sign are commendably professional in design and 
scope. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
In light of the nature of this request and project scale, staff offers the following recommendations: 
 

1. That the Planning Board vote to approve the requested waivers from Site Plan Review. 
 
2. That the applicant ensure that the deed book and page number is added to the Title Box on the final submitted 

plans to the Department of Inspectional Services and Planning Department. 
 
3. That the applicant ensure that the Assessor’s Map and Lot be added to the Title Box on plan sheets. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Attachments:  
1. Site Plan Review Application for New Ground Sign 
2. Letter of Authorization 
3. Deed - Bristol County (S.D) Registry of Deeds Book 10839, Page 112 
4. Certificate of Appropriateness 
5. Waiver Petition 
6. Site Plan Review Checklist 
7. Site Photo 
8. Plan Set 

 


































































