
T E C H N I C A L     M E M O R A N D U M

7













248 CMR:  BOARD OF STATE EXAMINERS  
OF PLUMBERS AND GAS FITTERS  

10.09: Interceptors, Separators and Holding Tanks 

(1)  Interceptors, Separators and Holding Tanks.
(a)   Interceptors Required.

1. Interceptors separators, and holding tanks shall be provided to prevent the discharge 
of oil, gasoline, grease, sand, and other substances that are harmful or hazardous to the 
building drainage system, the public sewer, sewage treatment plant, sewage treatment 
processes, or other environmentally sensitive areas. 
2. No wastes other than those requiring treatment or separation shall be discharged into 
any interceptor, separator, or holding tank. 

(b) Separation or Containment of Gas, Oil, and Other Petroleum Distillates.  For purposes 
of 248 CMR 10.09(1)(b), a motor vehicle shall be considered a self-propelled road vehicle, 
commonly wheeled, that include cars, buses, and trucks. 

1.  Required Locations. A separation or containment system shall be required for any 
building or structure containing: 

a. Motor vehicle parking, repair/maintenance, washing, and storage areas; or 
b.   Other spaces which are sufficiently large to allow access by motor vehicles. 

2. Exceptions. A separation or containment system shall not be required for: 
a.  Single family residential garages; 
b.   Multi-family, condominium, and apartment garages which are sufficiently small 
that they could only hold a maximum of six motor vehicles; 
c. Buildings or structures whose floor is unfinished or paved such that the surface 
is sufficiently porous that any gas, oil, or other petroleum distillates would be 
absorbed by the surface prior to reaching any separation or containment systems; 
d. Buildings or structures that are exclusively classified as a storage group pursuant 
to 780 CMR: State Board of Building Regulations and Standards which are 
sufficiently small that they could only hold a single motor vehicle and there is no 
other plumbing; 
e. Showrooms used for the purpose of selling used or new motor vehicles which are 
located within a structure classified by 248 CMR 10.10(18): Table 1, as a mall 
(covered) or retail (mercantile) that is open to and used by the public; and 
f. Installations where outside permanent bollards or other devices are spaced in front 
of entrances to the building or structure so as to prevent the entrance of a motor 
vehicle.

3. Rules for Separation Systems. For use when connecting to a sewer system 
a. In general, one of the following separation systems must be utilized: 

i. A system meeting the design specifications outlined in 248 CMR 10.22: 
Figure 15 or such other specifications approved by the Board; 
ii.   A product accepted separation system; 
iii. A separation system designed by a registered professional engineer whereby 
the engineer prepares all plans and specifications and certifies in writing to the 
inspector that the installation complies with these plans and specifications; or 
iv.   for smaller installations involving a maximum of two vehicle bays, a pump 
connected to a double walled tank, both of which are rated by the manufacturer 
to hold volatile chemicals, meeting the requirements in 248 CMR 
10.09(1)(b)3.a.iv.(i) through (iii): 

(i) The tank must hold a minimum of 60 gallons per vehicle; 
(ii) The tank must be equipped with a liquid sensor to detect leaks; and 
(iii) The tank must be vented through a roof. 

b.   Approvals of Other Agencies.
i. Where specifically noted, the approval of other agencies may be required in 
order to complete the installation of a separation system, however, said approvals 
shall not be deemed to supersede the requirements for a Permit as well as full 
inspection by the Inspector of all components and connections of a separation 
system.  If the approval of another agency would necessitate a violation of 
248 CMR 10.00, 248 CMR 10.00 must be followed unless a variance is granted 
by the Board. 
ii.   Connection of a separation system to a sewer shall adhere to Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection rules located at 314 CMR 7.00:   Sewer
System Extension and Connection Permit Program.
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1.  No new stormwater conveyances (e.g. outfalls) may discharge untreated 
stormwater directly to or cause erosion in wetlands or waters of the 
Commonwealth.

2.  Stormwater management systems shall be designed so that post-development 
peak discharge rates do not exceed pre-development peak discharge rates. This 
Standard may be waived for discharges to land subject to coastal storm flowage 
as defined in 310 CMR 10.04. 

Post-development peak discharge rates do not exceed pre-development 
peak discharge rates.

3.  Loss of annual recharge to groundwater shall be eliminated or minimized 
through the use of infiltration measures including environmentally sensitive site 
design, low impact development techniques, stormwater best management 
practices, and good operation and maintenance. At a minimum, the annual 
recharge from the post-development site shall approximate the annual recharge 
from pre-development conditions based on soil type.  This Standard is met when 
the stormwater management system is designed to infiltrate the required recharge 
volume as determined in accordance with the Massachusetts Stormwater 
Handbook.

4.   Stormwater management systems shall be designed to remove 80% of the 
average annual post-construction load of Total Suspended Solids (TSS).  This 
Standard is met when: 

a. Suitable practices for source control and pollution prevention are identified 
in a long-term pollution prevention plan, and thereafter are implemented and 
maintained;



b. Structural stormwater best management practices are sized to capture the 
required water quality volume determined in accordance with the 
Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook; and 
c. Pretreatment is provided in accordance with the Massachusetts Stormwater 
Handbook.

5.  For land uses with higher potential pollutant loads, source control and pollution 
prevention shall be implemented in accordance with the Massachusetts 
Stormwater Handbook to eliminate or reduce the discharge of stormwater runoff 
from such land uses to the maximum extent practicable.  If through source control 
and/or pollution prevention all land uses with higher potential pollutant loads 
cannot be completely protected from exposure to rain, snow, snow melt, and 
stormwater runoff, the proponent shall use the specific structural stormwater BMPs 
determined by the Department to be suitable for such uses as provided in the 
Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook.  Stormwater discharges from land uses 
with higher potential pollutant loads shall also comply with the requirements of the 
Massachusetts Clean Waters Act, M.G.L. c. 21, §§ 26-53 and the regulations 
promulgated there under at 314 CMR 3.00, 314 CMR 4.00 and 314 CMR 5.00. 

6.  Stormwater discharges within the Zone II or Interim Wellhead Protection Area 
of a public water supply, and stormwater discharges near or to any other critical 
area, require the use of the specific source control and pollution prevention 
measures and the specific structural stormwater best management practices 
determined by the Department to be suitable for managing discharges to such 
areas, as provided in the Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook. A discharge is 
near a critical area if there is a strong likelihood of a significant impact occurring to 
said area, taking into account site-specific factors.  Stormwater discharges to 
Outstanding Resource Waters and Special Resource Waters shall be removed 
and set back from the receiving water or wetland and receive the highest and best 
practical method of treatment.  A “storm water discharge” as defined in 314 CMR 
3.04(2)(a)1 or (b) to an Outstanding Resource Water or Special Resource Water 
shall comply with 314 CMR 3.00 and 314 CMR 4.00.  Stormwater discharges to a 
Zone I or Zone A are prohibited unless essential to the operation of a public water 
supply. 

7.  A redevelopment project is required to meet the following Stormwater 
Management Standards only to the maximum extent practicable: Standard 2, 
Standard 3, and the pretreatment and structural best management practice 
requirements of Standards 4, 5, and 6. Existing stormwater discharges shall 



comply with Standard 1 only to the maximum extent practicable.  A redevelopment 
project shall also comply with all other requirements of the Stormwater 
Management Standards and improve existing conditions. 

de minimis 

8.  A plan to control construction-related impacts including erosion, sedimentation 
and other pollutant sources during construction and land disturbance activities 
(construction period erosion, sedimentation, and pollution prevention plan) shall 
be developed and implemented. 

9.  A long-term operation and maintenance plan shall be developed and 
implemented to ensure that stormwater management systems function as 
designed.

10.  All illicit discharges to the stormwater management system are prohibited. 



de facto
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