
























 

November 16, 2023 

Community Preservation Committee 
City Hall, Room 303 
133 William Street 
New Bedford, MA 02740 
 
Re: CPA Application for the New Cape Verdean Ultramarine Band Club 
 
Dear Community Preservation Committee Members:  

I support the New Cape Verdean Ultramarine Band Club’s application for CPA funds in FY24 to 
support the interior restoration of their historic home. 

Established in 1917, they are the oldest Cape Verdean social club in the United States. 
Throughout its ongoing history, the Cape Verdean Ultramarine Band Club has been a cultural, 
political, educational, and social gathering point for the Cape Verdean community in New 
Bedford. This project seeks to restore the building to its former glory by making improvements 
and much-needed renovations to its interior architecture including restoring the décor and the 
stage. Once fully completed, the New Cape Verdean Ultramarine Band Club will expand and 
revive its cultural programming by showcasing traditional Cape Verdean music, dance, and art 
and supporting local performers.  

A revived Cape Verdean Band Club will serve as a stabilizing and celebratory force for the 
neighborhood and be an anchor for surrounding businesses. This is the type of meaningful 
impact the CPA was intended to advance.  

Please do not hesitate to reach out with questions. I hope you will all due consideration to this 
proposal. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
ANTONIO F. D. CABRAL 
State Representative, 13th Bristol District 
House Chair, Joint Committee on State Administration & Regulatory Oversight 











Carmen Faith Alves 

2300 Plowman Drive 

Toano, VA 23168 

Electra23168@gmail.com  

757-592-3380  

 

October 30, 2023 

 

Letter of Support for: 

New Cape Verdean Ultramarine Band Club  

 

I am writing to express my wholehearted support for the restoration and revitalization of our beloved 

cultural institution, the New Cape Verdean Ultramarine Band Club. As a long-time member and advocate 

for our community’s cultural heritage, I firmly believe that preserving and enhancing this historic icon is 

of utmost importance. 

 

The New Cape Verdean Ultramarine Band Club has played a significant role in our community for 

decades. It has served as a vital hub for cultural, educational, social, and community activities, bringing 

together people from all walks of life to celebrate our shared Cape Verdean heritage. Throughout the 

years, it has been a place where generations have come together to forge lasting friendships, to pass 

down traditions, and to foster a sense of belonging. 

 

However, as time has passed, our cherished Band Club has fallen into disrepair. Its once vibrant walls 

have faded, and its essence has been dimmed. This is a loss not only for our community but for future 

generations who may never have the opportunity to experience the rich tapestry of Cape Verdean 

culture that the Band Club represents. 

 

It Is with great enthusiasm that I support the restoration efforts that are underway. The meticulous 

research and dedication that has gone into unraveling the Band Club’s history are commendable. By 

connecting with elder community members who hold precious memories of the Club, we ensure that its 

restoration remains true to its original design and purpose. 

 

The architectural splendor of the New Cape Verdean Ultramarine Band Club deserves to be revived. 

Using locoal skilled architects and craftsmen, with their attention to detail and commitment to 
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excellence, are precisely the right people to breathe life back into its faded colors and intricate details. 

The Club’s physical restoration is not just about aesthetics; it is about rekindling the spirit that once 

thrived within its walls, inviting our community to gather, celebrate, and learn. 

 

In addition to the physical restoration, I am thrilled to learn about the plans to recreate the interior 

design, with new furniture and décor that will transport us back to the Club’s heyday. The stage, once 

silent and forgotten, will once again be the focal point of our cultural events, hosting lively performances 

and gatherings that showcase the vibrant Cape Verdean music, dance, and art forms that have shaped 

our identity. 

 

The Impact of the New Cape Verdean Ultramarine Band Club’s restoration will extend far beyond its 

walls. It will serve as a beacon of pride and unity, reminding us of our shared heritage and providing a 

space for generations to come together, fostering a greater sense of community spirit. The Club’s revival 

will not only preserve its historic significance but also breathe new life into our community, inspiring us 

to embrace our culture and pass it on to future generations. 

 

I wholeheartedly urge you to continue your efforts in restoring the New Cape Verdean Ultramarine Band 

Club. Your commitment to preserving our cultural heritage is commendable, and the impact of your 

work will be felt for years to come. I am confident that, with the support of our community, this historic 

icon will once again shine brightly, serving as a testament to our resilience, unity, and pride. 

 

Thank you for your unwavering dedication to our beloved Band Club and for your tireless efforts in 

preserving our cultural legacy. I stand with you in support of this important endeavor and look forward 

to witnessing the New Cape Verdean Ultramarine Band Club rise once again, a beacon of our 

community’s cultural, educational, social, and communal values. 

 

With warm regards, 

 

Carmen F Alves 
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CPA HISTORIC RESOURCE EVALUATION FORM 
 

 
 

 
 

Historic Resource Information 

PROPERTY NAME: Cape Verdean Ultramarine Band Club 

PROPERTY LOCATION: 185 Acushnet Ave 

PROPERTY AGE: C 1920 

PROPERTY TYPE: Fraternal Social Club 

YES NO Buildings and Structures  

  
Resource is associated with historic events or activities such as the broad cultural, economic, 
industrial, political or social history of the City of New Bedford. 

  Resource is associated with important persons. 

  
Resource possesses distinctive design or physical characteristics in terms of period, style, method of building 
construction or association with a famous architect or builder, either by itself or in the context of a group of 
buildings or structures. 

  Resource retains integrity. 
 

 

  Vessels, Real Property, Documents, and Artifacts  
  Resource is a complete set of materials. 
  Resource illustrates the site of an important historic event. 
  Resource identifies a person or group of persons who have impacted the community. 

  Resource exemplifies the cultural, economic, industrial, social, or political heritage of the City. 

  Resource  represents the work of a master craftsman, artist, etc. 
  Resource possesses high artistic values. 

  Resource can be used to inform an area of scholarship. 

  Resource retains integrity. 
 

 

  NBHC Determination of Significance 

NOTES: The Cape Verdean Ultramarine Band Club was organized with the State in 1938, and may be the 
oldest Cape Verdean Social Club in the U.S. Its significance emanates from its cultural and social 
ties to the community.  
 
The wood frame building was constructed circa 1847 and may have initially been used as a 
residence before converting to a commercial use as a tin plate workshop. In 1951 the Club 
constructed the flat roof addition to the south, which now has a mural depicting Cape Verdean 
heritage. Directories show that the Club has been at this location since 1939.  
 
The NBHC has determined that the property is historically significant based on its cultural and 
social associations to the community. 
 
 




















