






























 
 
 
 
May 20, 2022 
 
 
Mr. Dan Rivera, President & CEO 
MassDevelopment 
99 High Street 
Boston, MA 02110 
 
 
Dear Mr. Rivera: 
 
Please accept this letter of support on behalf of The Underground Railroad & Café’s application 
to MassDevelopment’s Underutilized Property Program. This project will spur local economic 
development while also supporting increased food access in New Bedford’s Old Bedford Village 
neighborhood.  
 
Old Bedford Village is one of New Bedford’s oldest neighborhoods and reflects and celebrates 
the cultural diversity of New Bedford’s residents. The neighborhood has also been a focus of 
extensive city planning, including an EPA Brownfields grant to support planning for 
neighborhood revitalization and an EPA Local Food, Local Places grant that was completed 
earlier this year.  
 
My administration has always prioritized local economic development and supported small 
local businesses. This project will continue building upon successes across the city. I thank you 
for your consideration of this application, and for continuing to invest in cities across the 
Commonwealth.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jon Mitchell 
Mayor 



 
 
 
 
May 20, 2022 
 
 
Mr. Dan Rivera, President & CEO 
MassDevelopment 
99 High Street 
Boston, MA 02110 
 
 
Dear Mr. Rivera: 
 
Please accept this letter of support on behalf of The Underground Railroad & Café’s application 
to MassDevelopment’s Underutilized Property Program. I have been working in this 
neighborhood for more than 25 years, advocating for investment, neighborhood revitalization, 
and projects just like this one.  
 
I have worked closely with Ms. Cordwell and fully support her plans to restore The 
Underground Railroad & Café. This project will spur economic development and provide 
residents – particularly residents of color – with affordable access to a commercial kitchen 
space so they can build and grow their own businesses.  
 
This neighborhood was recently the focus of an EPA Local Food, Local Places grant, and Ms. 
Cordwell’s project is a direct product of that planning grant – highlighting and uplifting 
community members’ ideas and giving us the capital and other resources needed to invest in 
our own neighborhoods. This project does exactly that, while also creating a space where our 
neighborhood’s diverse residents can come together to share and celebrate their cultures and 
traditions through food, sharing recipes and stories.  
 
Thank you for considering this important project and for investing in neighborhoods and 
businesses across Massachusetts. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 



 
 
 
 
May 20, 2022 
 
 
Mr. Dan Rivera, President & CEO 
MassDevelopment 
99 High Street 
Boston, MA 02110 
 
 
Dear Mr. Rivera: 
 
Please accept this letter of support on behalf of The Underground Railroad & Café’s application 
to MassDevelopment’s Underutilized Property Program. We have been working with the 
owner, R. Carleen Cordwell for the past several months, providing her with technical assistance 
in writing a business plan to support the implementation and growth of the commercial kitchen 
space.  
 
This project supports economic development, particularly for micro-businesses and food-based 
entrepreneurs who cannot easily access or afford commercial kitchen space to be able to 
produce and sell their products into larger markets. 
 
The New Bedford Economic Development Council is always supportive of economic 
development projects that create the infrastructure needed to spur further local economic 
development, particularly within neighborhoods that have been historically marginalized.  
 
We fully support this project and will continue to provide Ms. Cordwell with the technical 
assistance needed to see her vision through. Thank you for considering this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 



 
 
 
 
May 20, 2022 
 
 
Mr. Dan Rivera, President & CEO 
MassDevelopment 
99 High Street 
Boston, MA 02110 
 
 
Dear Mr. Rivera: 
 
Please accept this letter of support on behalf of The Underground Railroad & Café’s application 
to MassDevelopment’s Underutilized Property Program. This project is an important economic 
development project in one of New Bedford’s most diverse and culturally rich neighborhoods. 
 
The establishment of a commercial kitchen and teaching kitchen within the Old Bedford Village 
neighborhood is an important addition that will spur increased food access and economic 
development. At the same time, the space will be able to be used to bring people together from 
diverse background to share their recipes and traditions. 
 
Ms. Cordwell has long been a member of this community and an advocate for its residents. This 
project reflects her commitment to the revitalization of the neighborhood through investment 
and economic development.  
 
Thank you for considering this important project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Gary A Correia 
 
 



 

 

202 Spring Street, Marion, MA 02738 | 508.748.0816 |  www.marioninstitute.org 

March 13, 2023 
 
 
Mr. Dan Rivera, President & CEO 
MassDevelopment 
99 High Street 
Boston, MA 02110 
 
 
Dear Mr. Rivera: 
 
Please accept this letter of support on behalf of The Underground Railroad & Café’s application 
to MassDevelopment’s Underutilized Property Program. The Marion Institute led the EPA’s 
Local Food, Local Places (LFLP) planning project in partnership with the Old Bedford Village 
Development Corporation and had the opportunity to work closely with Ms. Cordwell through 
that process.  
 
The goals of the LFLP project were to create: 

• More economic opportunities for local farmers and businesses 

• Better access to healthy, local food, especially among disadvantaged groups 

• Revitalized downtowns, main streets, and neighborhoods 
 
Ms. Cordwell’s project meets all of these goals. Through an accessible commercial cooking 
space, Ms. Cordwell is supporting economic opportunities for local businesses and helping 
revitalize this neighborhood. And through the addition of a teaching kitchen, she is increasing 
access to healthy, local foods and helping educate young women about healthy eating and 
cooking while preserving and celebrating the neighborhood’s diverse cultures and traditions 
around food.  
 
We fully support this project and will continue to assist Ms. Cordwell in fulfilling her vision for 
this commercial kitchen and community teaching space. Thank you for considering her 
application. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Elizabeth Wiley 
Executive Director 



Mass Development 

99 High Street 

Boston MA 02110 

March 12, 2023 

 

 Re Underground Railroad Café /Underutilized Property Program Application 

 

Dear Review Committee,  

I am writing this letter in support of the Underground Railroad Café’s application to Mass 

Development’s Underutilized Property Program.  

As a lifelong resident who was born and raised in this particular community, I truly understand 

what it means when disinvestment and redevelopment in neighborhoods occurs without much 

consideration given to the richness of the cultures of ethnic groups such as the Cape Verdean 

community that thrived for years dating back to the whaling days . 

Our community has suffered tremendously with family displacement, some blighted houses from 

absentee landlords and as a food desert since the redevelopment and creation of route 18. At one 

time we were a bustling and thriving community with a richness of cultured neighborhoods that 

spanned from the East on Water Street, South on Potomska, West on County and North on 

School Sts. Personally, I could probably tell you the names of the families who lived in each 

apartment, home and those who resided in the Bay Village.  

Within those same parameters we had our favorite stores and this commercial building 

(Underground Railroad Café) was/is one of the establishments where each generation (in our 

community) continue to share fond memories throughout the years since Cape Verdeans landed 

on the docks of New Bedford.  

Let’s start with LaLa and Louisa’s store (current Underground Railroad Café building). My 

father, whose name has replaced the old Cannon Street name to the Manuel E Costa Sr Memorial 

Way (across from the café) would organize basketball tournaments which included Celtics ball 

players like Bob Cousy and Bobby Knight from the Harlem Globetrotters in the park across the 

street (Monte’s Playground named after a Cape Verdean Joseph P. Monte who was the first Cape 

Verdean to receive the Purple Heart). After the games were over, “Manny” would buy every 

child a popsicle or ice cream in LaLa’s and Louisa’s store. I could share hundreds of stories like 

this to demonstrate the historical significance of one of the last existing commercial buildings in 

the community and share the impact it’s had in our community then and now. 



 

 

 

 

Manuel E. Costa Sr., Celtics Bob Cousy , Harlem Globetrotter, Bobby Knight at Monte’s 

Playground across from the then LaLa and Louisa’s Store / today’s Underground Railroad Café. 



CeMat Contracting Company Inc.   56 Conduit Street, New Bedford MA 02475-6016 
Business 508.999.2660  Email: ebritto@cematcontracting.com     
Fax 508.990.3726   
                                         Web: http://www.cematcontracting.com 
 
 
 

 
November 14, 2023.    Revised 
 
Carleen Cordwell  
213 Acushnet Ave  
New Bedford, Ma  
Tel. # 508 333.3078 
Email: Carleen168@gmail.com 
 
Project: 213 Acushnet Building Window  and Door Replacement 
 
Ms. Cordwell  
 
CeMat Contracting proposes to complete the following work w/ all materials needed 
 
Remove and replace All Windows 1st and 2nd Floor 
 
Wood Trim Exterior Doors and windows 
Dumpster Fee and Removal     
 
 
  Total Bid Amount    $27,350.00  
                           Add for 3 Doors            6,500.00  
 
Building permit included  
 
 
Contact me at  # 508 962.1947 if additional information is needed.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Eric S. Britto 

 

56 Conduit Street, 
New Bedford, MA 02745-6016 
Tel: 508.999.2660 
Fax: 508.990.3726 
Email: ebritto@cematcontracting.com 
 



ESTIMATED #.

DATE 11/12/2023

CARLOS            OFFICE STATING DATE

(508-863-5814)   (508-863-5621) EXPIRATION DATE

TO:                    CARLEEN CORDWELL

ADDRESS 213 ACUSHNET AVENUE

ESTATE ZIP MASSACHUSETTS 02740

JOB DUE DATE
N/A

THIS COMPANY REQUIRES HALF OF THE
TOTAL PRICE IN ORDER TO START 
YOUR PROJECT. #REF!

#REF!

#REF!

AMOUNT TO BE   DEPOSITED 1,100.000

FINAL AMOUNT DUE 1,100.000

SALES TAX N/A

TOTAL 2,200.000

SALESPERSON

YOUR PROJECT WILL INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING

CLEAN UP

REPAIRST

INSERT ALUMINUM INSIDE THE GUTTERS ON THE FOR SIDES

MATERIAL IS INCLUDED IN THE PRICE

SILICONE ON THE GUTTER CORNER'S 

New Bedford Massachuseets 02740

202346

N/A

CUSTOMER OPTION

406 South Front Street

C&R CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LLC.,
PAYMENT TERMS

Due upon receipt

anacornejo83@hotmail.colm

ESTIMATED

C&R Construction Services LLC.,
Always Dedicated In Your Projects.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS!
C&R IS HAPPY TO WORK IN YOUR PROJECT!

Estimated prepared by: CARLOS MORENO.

This is Estimated on the goods named, subject to the conditions noted below: 
(Any change that can be make to this estimated will affect the quotation. the price in this 
document and for this project will be subject only to what is described in it.)

To accept this Estimated, sign here and return:  _X______________________________________________

mailto:anacornejo83@hotmail.colm
mailto:BRANDON@NPMSOLUTIONS
mailto:anacornejo83@hotmail.colm


CUSTOMER PRICE QUOTE

405 HDE Customer Price Quote (E) (14 Sept. 22) Generated Date Lead/PO# v 0.2.14

Date: Branch:
Design Consultant: Customer Support Center: 1800 HOME-DEPOT

Phone #: License(s)

Installation Address
City, State, Zip
Job #

Purchaser(s): Work Phone Home Phone Cell Phone

Quote Name:

Your Project Price
Total Monthly*

Home Depot Price:
Current Promotion:
Other Available Promotions:

Your Best Price:
This is a price quote and does NOT constitute a Sales Contract

The total investment (including discount amounts) is valid until the promotion expires, ask sales consultant
for details.
The Home Depot Price will expire on

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION TOTAL PROJECT MANAGEMENT SUPERIOR WARRANTIES

Licensed, insured and trusted
Experts from measurement to

Installation to cleanup

Team of dedicated professionals
Assigned to oversee every step of

Your project

The Home Depot stands behind
Your job; labor, materials and

Your satisfaction guaranteed by
The Home Depot

Quote Name: Page of

11/09/2023 New England South

Robert Delisle

(774) 283-3215

213 Acushnet Avenue

New Bedford MA 02740

(508) 333-3078

$38753.19 $775.06

Buy More Save More -$5812.98

$32940.21 $658.80

12/09/2023

Package B

Package B

11/09/2023 F38589476

 Carleen Cordwell

F38589476

2



CUSTOMER PRICE QUOTE

405 HDE Customer Price Quote (E) (14 Sept. 22) Generated Date Lead/PO# v 0.2.14

Purchaser's Name Job#
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

Quote Name: Page ofPackage B

11/09/2023 F38589476

 Carleen Cordwell F38589476

2  Andersen Awning Operating (FF)

Awning Operating (FF), White Int. Finish, Black Ext. Finish, Standard , W- 38, H- 27, UI- 65

17  Andersen Tilt Wash Double Hung (Insert)

Tilt Wash Double Hung (Insert), White Int. Finish, Black Ext. Finish, Standard , W- 31, H- 58, UI- 89

Job Level and Labor Options

19-Window / Door Wraps â F&I Up To 120 UI (Per Each)

2



CUSTOMER PRICE QUOTE

405 HDE Customer Price Quote (E) (14 Sept. 22) Generated Date Lead/PO# v 0.2.14

Promotional Offer:

Credit Offer:

Project Loan:

11/09/2023 F38589476

Offer includes up to 20% off select Installed Custom Windows and Patio Doors sold through THD Design Consultants in 
select markets. Offer includes up to 20% off select Installed Windows and Patio Doors from Simonton, PlyGem, Andersen, 
Jeld-Wen, ProtecSure by PGT, Milgard and American Craftsman. Save 5% with a minimum purchase of 4 custom installed 
windows or patio doors, save 10% with a minimum purchase of 8 custom installed windows or patio doors, save 15% with a 
minimum purchase of 12 or more custom windows or patio doors, and save 20% with a minimum purchase of 20 or more 
custom windows or patio doors from the previously listed brands. Promotion is valid on custom product only. Discount does 
not apply to in-stock product, online product or installation services. License or registration numbers held by or on behalf of 
Home Depot U.S.A., Inc. are available at https://homedepot.com/licensenumbers or at the Special Services Desk in The 
Home Depot® store. Visit https://homedepot.com or ask an Associate for details. ©2023 Home Depot Product Authority, 
LLC. All rights reserved.

With a credit approval for qualifying purchases made on The Home Depot or EXPO Design Center Consume Credit Card. 
APR: 17.99%-26.99%.  Minimum interest charge: $2. See card agreement for details including APR applicable to you. Offer 
valid for consumer accounts in good standing; 6 months everyday credit offer is subject to change without notice; see store 
for details.

*Loan product has four tiers with Term and APR subject to qualifying credit approval: 66 monthly payments at 7.42% APR; 78 
monthly payments at 12.86% APR; 90 monthly payments at 16.24% APR; or 114 monthly payments at 19.96% APR. Monthly 
payments will not exceed $20 per $1000 spent (e.g., $160 per month for an $8000 purchase). APR fixed for the life of the 
loan. No down payment. See loan agreement for further details.



CUSTOMER PRICE QUOTE

405 HDE Customer Price Quote (E) (14 Sept. 22) Generated Date Lead/PO# v 0.2.14

Monthly Payment Calculations:

Contractor Licenses:
For a list of contractor license numbers, visit the Special Services Desk or homedepot.com/licensenumbers

Questions or Concerns? If The Home Depot and its authorized service provider are unable to answer Customer’s
questions, call our Customer Support Center at 1-877-903-3768

Quote Name: Page ofPackage B

11/09/2023 F38589476

2

Equal to Project Amount X 0.02*



CUSTOMER PRICE QUOTE

405 HDE Customer Price Quote (E) (14 Sept. 22) Generated Date Lead/PO# v 0.2.14

Date: Branch:
Design Consultant: Customer Support Center: 1800 HOME-DEPOT

Phone #: License(s)

Installation Address
City, State, Zip
Job #

Purchaser(s): Work Phone Home Phone Cell Phone

Quote Name:

Your Project Price
Total Monthly*

Home Depot Price:
Current Promotion:
Other Available Promotions:

Your Best Price:
This is a price quote and does NOT constitute a Sales Contract

The total investment (including discount amounts) is valid until the promotion expires, ask sales consultant
for details.
The Home Depot Price will expire on

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION TOTAL PROJECT MANAGEMENT SUPERIOR WARRANTIES

Licensed, insured and trusted
Experts from measurement to

Installation to cleanup

Team of dedicated professionals
Assigned to oversee every step of

Your project

The Home Depot stands behind
Your job; labor, materials and

Your satisfaction guaranteed by
The Home Depot

Quote Name: Page of

11/14/2023 New England South

Robert Delisle

(774) 283-3215

213 Acushnet Avenue

New Bedford MA 02740

(508) 333-3078

$9733.00 $194.66

$9733.00 $194.66

12/14/2023

Package A

Package A

11/14/2023 F38950554

 Carleen Cordwell

F38950554

1



CUSTOMER PRICE QUOTE

405 HDE Customer Price Quote (E) (14 Sept. 22) Generated Date Lead/PO# v 0.2.14

Purchaser's Name Job#
PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS

Quote Name: Page ofPackage A

11/14/2023 F38950554

 Carleen Cordwell F38950554

2 Wincore Entry Doors

Side Entrance

1 Wincore Entry Doors

Front Entrance

1



CUSTOMER PRICE QUOTE

405 HDE Customer Price Quote (E) (14 Sept. 22) Generated Date Lead/PO# v 0.2.14

Promotional Offer:

Credit Offer:

Project Loan:

11/14/2023 F38950554

With a credit approval for qualifying purchases made on The Home Depot or EXPO Design Center Consume Credit Card. 
APR: 17.99%-26.99%.  Minimum interest charge: $2. See card agreement for details including APR applicable to you. Offer 
valid for consumer accounts in good standing; 6 months everyday credit offer is subject to change without notice; see store 
for details.

*Loan product has four tiers with Term and APR subject to qualifying credit approval: 66 monthly payments at 7.42% APR; 78 
monthly payments at 12.86% APR; 90 monthly payments at 16.24% APR; or 114 monthly payments at 19.96% APR. Monthly 
payments will not exceed $20 per $1000 spent (e.g., $160 per month for an $8000 purchase). APR fixed for the life of the 
loan. No down payment. See loan agreement for further details.



CUSTOMER PRICE QUOTE

405 HDE Customer Price Quote (E) (14 Sept. 22) Generated Date Lead/PO# v 0.2.14

Monthly Payment Calculations:

Contractor Licenses:
For a list of contractor license numbers, visit the Special Services Desk or homedepot.com/licensenumbers

Questions or Concerns? If The Home Depot and its authorized service provider are unable to answer Customer’s
questions, call our Customer Support Center at 1-877-903-3768

Quote Name: Page ofPackage A

11/14/2023 F38950554

1

Equal to Project Amount X 0.02*






















