












































Committee Memberships
Vice Chair, House Committee on Steering, Policy & Scheduling

Economic Development & Emerging Technologies
Community Development & Small Businesses

Transportation

Representative Christopher Hendricks
11th Bristol District (New Bedford)
24 Beacon St., Room 26, Boston, MA 02133
(617) 722-2305 x7715
Chris.Hendricks@mahouse.gov

November 13, 2025 

Rachel E. Madden
Senior Program Manager 
Strategic Community Investment 
MassHousing 
One Beacon St. Boston, MA 02108 

Dear Ms. Madden: 

MassHousing Neighborhood Stabilization Program for the Capitol Theater building in New 
Bedford. 

The CEDC has been working on this transformative project that will restore and rehabilitate an 
historic, 1920 film theater that is presently vacant. The NHP will support the construction costs 
of six affordable 80% AMI rental residential units, creating new housing in the diverse and 
vibrant Near North End Neighborhood. In addition, this mixed-use project will create office and 
program space for the CEDC, a credit union branch, legal services, community training space, 
and a satellite health center. 

The project has already received substantial local and state support. CEDC received $1,640,000 
from ARPA funds and MassDevelopment multi-year investment of $2,0250,000. The project has 
recently completed an ambitious Phase I that included hazardous waste removal, building 
stabilization, roof replacement, and the installation of a live roof for stormwater management. 

The project has received an award for State and federal Historic Tax Credits. CEDC has 
assembled a top-notch professional A & E, real estate development, historic preservation, OPM, 
and General Contractor team that has worked with the CEDC to revise the original project plan 
to focus on the residential and commercial phase of the project. CEDC has been granted an 
amendment to their Federal Historic Tax Credits by the National Park Service. This decision 

-
construction. The MassHousing Neighborhood Stabilization Program will enable the CEDC to 
complete the six quality second-floor affordable residential units, creating housing in a 
neighborhood that has been designated as a TDI District. 

Restoration of Capitol Theatre would spur additional investment into a neighborhood that has 
suffered considerable disinvestment over the years. There is a notable shortage of affordable 
housing development in the city, and residents in the neighborhood have been experiencing sharp 
increases in rental costs. CEDC is a certified Community Development Corporation in New 
Bedford. 



This unique partnership is building development capacity in a neighborhood that faces urgent 
needs to create new economic opportunities and rental housing needs. Additionally, in 
conjunction with Representative Tony Cabral, I have held various meetings with MassHousing 
regarding the Capitol Theater project and how we can best be of support to get it over the finish 
line. Even before these meetings took place, I have long recognized the potential for the project 
to be a transformative one for the City. With that, I wholeheartedly support the CEDC in their 
endeavor to renovate the former Theater.  

-722-2080, 
x7715. 

Sincerely,  

 
 

Rep. Chris Hendricks 
 
 

















Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Division of Occupational Licensure

Office of Public Safety and Inspections
Architectural Access Board
1000 Washington St., Suite 710

Boston, Massachusetts  02118

LAYLA R. D’EMILIA
UNDERSECRETARY OF CONSUMER

AFFAIRS AND BUSINESS REGULATION

SARAH R. WILKINSON
COMMISSIONER, DIVISION OF
OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE

MAURA HEALEY
GOVERNOR

KIM DRISCOLL
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

YVONNE HAO
SECRETARY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE

OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

FIRST AMENDED NOTICE OF ACTION

RE: The Capitol Theater , 1418-1440 Acushnet Avenue New Bedford

July 17, 2024
August 12, 2024

Date: August 14, 2024

Local Building Inspector
Local Disability Commission

Independent Living Center

cc:

.

Chairperson
ARCHITECTURAL ACCESS BOARD

Any person aggrieved by the above decision may request an adjudicatory hearing before the Board within
30 days of receipt of this decision by filing the attached request for an adjudicatory hearing. If after 30

days, a request for an adjudicatory hearing is not received, the above decision becomes a final decision and
the appeal process is through Superior Court.

10124

PLEASE NOTE: All documentation (written and visual) verifying that the conditions of the variance
have been met must be submitted to the AAB Office as soon as the required work is completed.

,

Docket Number V

The additional documents were reviewed by the Board on
On the Architectural Access Board received an additional submission from Petitioner

At that meeting, the Board

25.1 GRANTED as proposed on the condition that: automatic door openers are provided at the three
entrances subject to this variance.

# Section Result

1

.
voted as follows:



 























































 




