




















Massachusetts Maritime 
Academy 
Estimate for full suit of sails 
for Ernestina-Morrissey 
Date: 9/10/25 

   The construction methods for the sails in this quote are keeping with the 
sailmaking trade standards from the time of Ernestina-Morrissey’s active commercial 
career. Some of the materials used are modern but the techniques are the same as 
the construction of a cotton sail for a schooner fishing on the grand banks or a 
packet operating out of Cape Verde.  
   I use custom corner hardware for the sails which will outlast the working life of the 
sail and can be reused on future sails. All the edges of the sail will be hand roped to 
provide optimum strength and minimize any stretch. All eyelets are hand sewn rings. 

    Sails included in the estimate are as follows: Main, Fore, Jumbo, Jib, Jib Topsail, 
Main Gaff Topsail, Fore Gaff Topsail, Fisherman, and Passage Trysail. 
     
   Material cost includes the following: Oceanus sailcloth in 3 weights, bolt rope in 3 
sizes, machine and hand thread, hand sewn rings and liners, custom corner rings 
and spectacle irons, and custom cringle thimbles. 

Material Cost: $47,000.00 

   Labor cost includes sail cutting, seaming, machine work, handwork, roping, 
hardware fabrication, and administration fees.  

Labor Cost: $73,650.00 

Total cost: $120,650.00
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ESTIMATE 
207-350-5487 
sailmakersherm@gmail 

P.O. Box 385 
Southport, Me 
04576

SHERMAN S. BREWER SAILMAKER
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         October 30, 2025 

New Bedford Community Preservation Committee: 

The Board Members of the Cape Cod Cape Verdean Museum and Cultural Center, Inc. have 
unanimously voted to submit this letter of support for the Massachusetts Maritime 
Academy’s application to the New Bedford Community Preservation Act for funding to 
acquire a full set of sails for the Historic Schooner Ernestina-Morrissey. 

As a gift from the Republic of Cabo Verde, the Schooner Ernestina-Morrissey is a valuable 
resource to all who are educated by those who sail on her with field trips by local students 
and various community members and international visitors. Schooner Ernestina-Morrissey 
has been a decades long icon in New Bedford and coastal sites throughout the United 
States as well as the archipelago of Cabo Verde. Her mission relies on the ability to safely 
undertake long voyages such as to Cape Verde and beyond. Her sails are neither 
interchangeable nor readily available for quick replacement. Securing this second set of 
sails will ensure that the Ernestina-Morrissey remains seaworthy. 

Our museum and cultural center, the only one of its kind in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, honors the Schooner Ernestina-Morrissey daily with a full room exhibit 
which displays art, artifacts, photos, crew manuscripts and charts detailing the Ernestina-
Morrissey’s long and storied life. We tell this story to visitors from around the world.  

The Cape Cod Cape Verdean Museum and Cultural Center, Inc. fully understands the 
profound impact this project will have on cultural preservation, workplace development 
and community pride. Thus, we fully support the eUorts of the Academy and urge the 
Committee to favorably consider this application. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Burgo 

Barbara Burgo, Co-founder/Clerk/Curator on Behalf of the Board of Directors, CCCVMCC 

Cell: 508-930-5981 – email: bjburgo19@gmail.com  



 
 
November 7, 2025 
 
 
 
Community Preservation Committee 
City of New Bedford 
New Bedford, Massachusetts 
 
Dear Members of the Committee: 
 
On behalf of Conventures, Inc., I am writing to express our strong support for the Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy’s application to the New Bedford Community Preservation Act for funding to 
acquire a full complement of sails for the historic Schooner Ernestina-Morrissey. 
 
The Schooner Ernestina-Morrissey is an extraordinary vessel — one that embodies New Bedford’s 
proud maritime heritage and continues to serve as an educational and cultural ambassador for the 
Commonwealth. The Massachusetts Maritime Academy’s stewardship ensures that this National 
Historic Landmark remains not only preserved, but active—providing hands-on learning 
experiences, inspiring future mariners, and strengthening the deep connection between 
Massachusetts and the sea. 
 
Restoring the vessel’s sails will allow the Ernestina-Morrissey to once again operate honoring her 
legacy as a working ship and enabling her to participate in important regional and international 
maritime events. This project is a vital step in maintaining her historical integrity and expanding her 
role as a living classroom and symbol of New Bedford’s enduring relationship with the ocean. 
 
Conventures is proud to add our voice in support of this effort, and we commend the Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy for its leadership in preserving and revitalizing a most storied ship. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
David Choate 
Vice President and Chief Operating Officer 
  



 
 
      

 
November 7, 2025 
 
 
 
Community Preservation Committee 
City of New Bedford 
New Bedford, Massachusetts 
 
Dear Members of the Committee: 
 
On behalf of Sail Boston, Inc., I am writing to express our full support for the Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy’s application to the New Bedford Community Preservation Act for funding to 
acquire a complete set of sails for the historic Schooner Ernestina-Morrissey. 
 
As one of the most storied vessels in Cape Verdean and Massachusetts maritime history, the 
Ernestina-Morrissey embodies the Commonwealth’s deep connection to the sea, education, and 
Cape Verdean Diaspora. Fully equipping her with a new complement of sails is essential to 
preserving her operational capability and ensuring that future generations can continue to experience 
her under full sail as a living, working example of our seafaring legacy. 
 
Sail Boston has long been committed to celebrating and promoting Massachusetts’ maritime 
traditions. The Ernestina-Morrissey plays an important role in that mission, serving as both a proud 
ambassador for the City of New Bedford and a floating classroom that inspires students and visitors 
alike. 
 
We enthusiastically endorse this request and urge your favorable consideration of this worthy 
application. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
David Choate 
Project Manager 
Sail Boston, Inc. 
 



 
November 10, 2025 

 

Community Preservation Committee 

City Hall, Room 303 

133 William Street 

New Bedford, MA 02740 

 

Dear Community Preservation Committee Members:  

 

As the Senator representing New Bedford and the author of state law requiring the Schooner Ernestina-

Morrissey’s continued presence and availability in the city, I am writing to support Massachusetts Maritime 

Academy’s (MMA) application for CPA funding in FY26 for the acquisition and delivery of a full complement of 

new sails for the historic vessel.  While the Commonwealth and private philanthropy provided millions in funding 

for the historic Schooner, more support is currently needed to replace her sails. 

 

Originally built in 1894, the Ernestina-Morrissey is a National Historic Landmark that currently serves as the 

Official Vessel of the Commonwealth.  The Schooner is a member of the permanent sail-training fleet at MMA 

and has been providing invaluable learning experiences for New Bedford students and the wider community.  The 

“mighty E-M” is a source of tremendous pride for our Cape Verdean community and is permanently birthed, by 

law, in New Bedford.   

 

The current sails are aged and worn, requiring replacement.  While the legislature will continue to provide annual 

funding for MMA to operate the vessel, CPA funding will support the E-M’s sails necessary for safe travel.  

Together, these funding sources will help MMA ensure regular sailing operations as well as future cross-Atlantic 

travels, including to Cape Verde.  Investing in new sails will keep the Ernestina-Morrissey as an active, living 

resource providing education, cultural connection, and community pride. 

 

In closing, I strongly support the Academy’s efforts and hope that the Committee will act favorably on this 

application.  Should you require any additional information at this time, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Mark Montigny 

SENATOR 









 

 

 

 

 

October 22, 2025 
 
 
New Bedford Community Preservation Committee:  
 
On behalf of Tall Ships America, I am writing to express our full support for the Massachusetts Maritime 
Academy’s application to the New Bedford Community Preservation Act for funding to acquire a full 
complement of sails for the historic Schooner Ernestina-Morrissey. 
  
The Ernestina-Morrissey is a treasured icon of New Bedford’s maritime heritage and a living symbol of our 
community’s enduring connection to the sea. Her restoration and continued operation serve as a tangible link 
between our past and future, educating new generations about the city’s seafaring history, global trade 
connections, and diverse cultural identity.  
 
The Ernestina-Morrissey is a historic vessel whose mission relies on her capacity to safely undertake long 
voyages, including transatlantic crossings to Cape Verde and beyond. Presently, the ship is equipped with only 
one complete set of sails. Unlike modern vessels, her sails are neither interchangeable nor readily available for 
quick replacement. In the event of a sail being torn or destroyed by severe weather, there is no onboard 
replacement available, posing a significant risk: a single damaged sail could compromise the ship’s ability to 
continue her voyage and fulfill her educational and cultural mission.  
  
By contributing to this project, the City of New Bedford will help ensure that Ernestina-Morrissey remains an 
active, wind-powered ambassador for education, history, and sustainability. A full sail complement will allow 
her to operate safely, reliably, and effectively under sail power, expanding her capacity to serve as a teaching 
platform for cadets, students, and community members.  
  
Securing this second set of sails will ensure that the Ernestina-Morrissey remains seaworthy and resilient 
during extended voyages, safeguarding her role as a living symbol of maritime heritage and as a cultural bridge 
between communities in the United States and Cape Verde.  
  
Tall Ships America recognizes the profound impact this project will have on cultural preservation, workforce 
development, and community pride. We strongly support the Academy’s efforts and urge the Committee to 
favorably consider this application.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Stuart Gilfillen 
Executive Director, Tall Ships America 
401.835.7714 | stuart@tallshipsamerica.org 
 



 

THE GENERAL COURT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133-1053 
 

 

 

 

 

 

October 22, 2025 

Dear New Bedford Community Preservation Committee, 

 As Members of the Massachusetts House of Representatives we are writing to express our 

full support for the Massachusetts Maritime Academy’s application to the New Bedford Community 

Preservation Act for funding to acquire a full complement of sails for the historic Schooner 

Ernestina-Morrissey. 

 The Ernestina-Morrissey is a treasured icon of New Bedford’s maritime heritage and a living 

symbol of our community’s enduring connection to the sea.  Her restoration and continued operation 

serve as a tangible link between our past and future, educating new generations about the city’s 

seafaring history, global trade connections, and diverse cultural identity. 

 The Ernestina-Morrissey is a historic vessel whose mission relies on her capacity to safely 

undertake long voyages, including transatlantic crossings to Cape Verde and beyond.  Presently, the 

ship is equipped with only one complete set of sails.  Unlike modern vessels, her sails are neither 

interchangeable nor readily available for quick replacement.  In the event of a sail being torn or 

destroyed by severe weather, there is no onboard replacement available, posing a significant risk: a 

single damaged sail could compromise the ship’s ability to continue her voyage and fulfill her 

educational and cultural mission. 

 

 By contributing to this project, the City of New Bedford will help ensure that Ernestina-

Morrissey remains an active, wind-powered ambassador for education, history, and sustainability.  A 

full sail complement will allow her to operate safely, reliably, and effectively under sail power, 

expanding her capacity to serve as a teaching platform for cadets, students, and community 

members. 

 

 Securing this second set of sails will ensure that the Ernestina-Morrissey remains seaworthy 

and resilient during extended voyages, safeguarding her role as a living symbol of maritime 

heritage and as a cultural bridge between communities in the United States and Cape Verde. 

 

 We recognize the profound impact this project will have on cultural preservation, workforce 

development, and community pride.  We strongly support the Academy’s efforts and urge the 

Committee to favorably consider this application. 

 

  Sincerely,  

     
             David T. Vieira         Steven G. Xiarhos 

  State Representative        State Representative 

  Third Barnstable District  Fifth Barnstable District 
 

 

 







 


